
 

Sunday 22nd March 2020 
 

 

Worship at home 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Gathering 
 

This service has been put together for us to use at home on Mothering Sunday. 

You will need a bible for the readings 

 

Opening Prayer 
 

Why not light a candle as you come to God in worship. 

 

Loving God, I/we have come to worship you.  

Help me/us to pray to you in faith,  

to sing your praise with gratitude,  

and to listen to your word with eagerness; 

through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

 

 



A Song of Anselm 
 

Gather your little ones to you, O God, as a hen gathers her brood to protect 

them. 

 

1   Jesus, like a mother you gather your people to you;  you are gentle with us 

as a mother with her children. 

 

2   Often you weep over our sins and our pride,   

tenderly you draw us from hatred and judgement. 

 

3   You comfort us in sorrow and bind up our wounds,  

in sickness you nurse us and with pure milk you feed us. 

 

4   Jesus, by your dying, we are born to new life;  

by your anguish and labour we come forth in joy. 

 

5   Despair turns to hope through your sweet goodness; 

 through your gentleness we find comfort in fear. 

 

6   Your warmth gives life to the dead, 

 your touch makes sinners righteous. 

 

7   Lord Jesus, in your mercy heal us;  

 in your love and tenderness remake us. 

 

8   In your compassion bring grace and forgiveness,   

 for the beauty of heaven may your love prepare us. 

 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning is now and shall be for ever. 

 Amen. 



Word 
 

Old Testament Reading  
 

This reading is about the baby Moses. He was born at a time when it was difficult for 

his mother to look after him and so she made a plan to keep him safe.  

 

As you read it, think about all the people who looked after Moses. What did they do 

to keep him safe? 

 

Exodus 2:1-10 

  
New Testament Reading 

 

This reading is about Jesus when he was twelve years old.  

 

Who looked after Jesus, in this story? What did they do? 

  

Luke 2:41-52 

 

Pause for reflection 
 

We pause to remember with gratitude all those who have mothered us 

throughout our lives. 

 

We pause to give thanks for the gift of nurturing and remember before God 

those who we have cared/care for. 

 

We pause to pray for the courage to love deeply and ask God how we might 

care for others at this time.  

 



Response 
 

A prayer from the Church of England for the Coronavirus  

 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

you taught us to love our neighbour, 

and to care for those in need 

as if we were caring for you. 

In this time of anxiety, give us strength 

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 

and to assure the isolated 

of our love, and your love, 

for your name’s sake. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray to God, 

who alone makes us dwell in safety: 

For all who are affected by Coronavirus, 

through illness or isolation or anxiety, 

that they may find relief and recovery: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

For those who are guiding our nation at this time, 

and shaping national policies, 

that they may make wise decisions: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

For doctors, nurses and medical researchers, 

that through their skill and insights 

many will be restored to health: 

Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

For the vulnerable and the fearful, 

for the gravely ill and the dying, 

that they may know your comfort and peace: 



Lord, hear us, 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

We commend ourselves, and all for whom we pray, 

to the mercy and protection of God. 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power, and the glory 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 



Dismissal 
Closing Responses 

 

Through human lips, 

Christ is speaking.  

Through human hands,  

Christ is healing. 

 

Through our hearts, 

Christ is loving. 

 

Through us all, 

Christ is working. 

 

Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

In lieu of refreshments, why not ring someone who you’d usually speak to at church? 

 

           

 
In Following the national guidelines, there will be no public acts of worship until 

further notice. 

Our church buildings will be open during daylight hours for people to come in 

and pray. 

There will be someone praying in St Mary’s Church each weekday from 8.30, on 

a Wednesday at 10.30 and on Sundays at 9.30, then at St Peter’s Church on 

Sundays at 10.15. 

In addition, we hope to make a service sheet like this one each week. 

Please remember to stay in contact with friends and neighbours. 

If you would like to talk to Rev’d Ruth or Rev’d Aimee, please feel able to ring 

us on 01229 462526 (R) and 01229 836332.  
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