
From the Rectory  

I left writing this month’s letter as late as possible. Even so, I know I am writing at
least a fortnight before you read these words, perhaps more, and at the moment it is
hard to anticipate fully what we will be experiencing as we celebrate the wonderful
mystery of the Easter feast in the middle of April. 

This Lent has certainly brought its own challenges, beyond traditional abstinence.
The  Covid 19 virus  has  required people  across  the world to  change  their  habits,
causing distress, disruption and anxiety about the future. The first sign of this in our
church life was a decision not to share the common cup at communion, and to stop
shaking hands when we shared God’s peace. At first this was a difficult decision - it
seemed like taking away physical expressions of the unity we celebrate with God and
each  other  as  we  come  together  in  worship.  In  this  new  situation  though,  the
absence of physical expression can communicate an even deeper sense of love and
concern for one another – this “not doing something” is an expression of self-giving
love,  the love that  desires  health  and wholeness  for  all  those around us.  In  our
worship we express this in symbolic ways: across the world this is being expressed by
those who self-isolate to protect their neighbours, medics giving up holidays to be
available, and volunteers who give their time to support those unable to come out.

 Self-giving love takes us right into the heart of the Easter mystery. Christians believe
that Jesus’ death was his ultimate act of self-giving love, absorbing on our behalf all
that denies life and love. His disciples experienced his death as the end of his physical
presence with them, the apparent end of God’s presence amongst them in human
form. By the third day they had hidden away in fear of the hostility of those around
them in the city, locking themselves in an upper room. 

Into the midst of the confusion, isolation, distress and fear the risen Jesus comes to
them, telling them not to be afraid, and offering them his peace and inspiring them
to bring his love to the world, just as he has revealed God’s love. In the coming days
he  will  teach  them that  he  will  always  be  with  them  in  a  way  deeper  than  his
immediate physical presence. Forty days later he will ascend to heaven, promising to
be with them always and they will discover a new resilience, and new confidence, a
new joy beyond imagining, as they receive his Spirit, his Spirit of Love.

Whatever we may be experiencing this Easter-tide in the world around, I pray that
the words of Jesus in the upper room: “Do not be afraid, it is I”; “My peace I give
you”, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you”; may reassure us of the eternal
victory of the love Easter offers us through all things and inspire in us a love we want
to share in every way we can in the days to come. 

May the blessing of peace be yours this Easter,



Samantha
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