
Faith in times of crisis: journeying 
through the wilderness… 
So the church has shut its doors, literally. But does that mean 
we’ve shut up shop? 

Once upon a time The Church of England had a vision - a church 
building in every parish: your local as it were. In a sense the church 
building became an outward symbol of something that sits at the heart 
of the faith - Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, in the very midst of us, 
part of our often rather ordinary life. Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, 
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Holy Week 
Reflections 
Coming soon: Steve 
has produced some 
resources based on 
stations of the cross 

Pastoral Groups 
to help us stay in 
touch and 
encourage one 
another by 
telephone 

Social media 
Facebook, A Church 
Near You, St Anne’s 
Catterick Podcast, 
and hopefully 
coming soon 
iknowchurch

STAY HOME 
Wash your hands 

regularly, keep 2m 
distance if you are out. 

Don’t visit others.

1
PROTECT THE NHS 
If you have the virus 

and need help call 111

2
SAVE LIVES 

Everyone is precious in 
God’s sight and we are 

called to protect the 
vulnerable.

3



from cradle to grave, for better or worse, till death 
do us part, the Church, whether you wanted it or 
not, was there. And now, suddenly, right in the 
middle of the most complex international crisis of 
this generation, precisely when the church 
community most wish to be there for people in 
need, regardless of their personal faith, and for 
one another - the buildings where we gather are 
shut. More than that, we can’t do much of the 
things we instinctively want to do in a crisis - get 
together, visit, pray and worship with one another, 
hug… all off limits. And all this at one of the most 
significant seasons in the church calendar : Lent and Easter. As Martin Greaves ( Verger) 
commented; I didn’t think I’d be giving up this much for Lent. 

The good news of course, is that we haven’t shut up shop - even if we’ve moved out of the 
building and even if we are unable to meet. Like the Old Testament Israelites in exile (Think 
Boney M singing by the Rivers of Babylon) we may need to learn how it is to be God’s people 
- how to worship, pray, follow Christ and serve others without the privilege of a building and 
cut off from what is familiar, but the Holy Spirit who brooded over the face of the water at 
creation bringing order out of chaos and swept through town (Jerusalem) in wind and flame 
on the first day of Pentecost, is also out and about and at work within and without us. I have 
no idea what lies ahead of us - or what the new ‘normal’ might look like once the initial crisis 
is past, but it isn’t the first time in the church’s history that the world has lived through a crisis 
of this magnitude. Some of the great heroes and heroines of our faith have lived through just 
such a time as these and I am inspired by their wisdom. When Martin Luther (of Reformation 
fame) was dealing with The Black Death plague, he wrote:  
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AN IDEA FOR PALM SUNDAY  
The Missionaries of the Holy Spirit posted this idea on their 
Facebook page:What if everyone on Sunday April 5 in the 
morning, puts a branch or palm cross on the door of their 
house or on the window, to celebrate Palm Sunday? 

It could be any green branch you can get. This would help, 
despite the social distancing, to be connected as we enter into 
the Holiest of Weeks. 

Want to join? 

We may be physically isolated, but not separated.                      
We are united as the body of Christ.      We are the Church. 



“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, 
administer medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my 
presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance 
inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a result of my negligence. If 
God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has 
expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death 
of others. If my neighbour needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but 
will go freely as stated above. See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is 
neither brash nor foolhardy and does not tempt God." Luther's Works Volume 43 pg. 
132 the letter "Whether one may flee from a Deadly Plague”. 

“ Romans 8:35-39 New Living Translation (NLT) 

35 Can anything ever separate us from Christ’s love? Does it mean he 
no longer loves us if we have trouble or calamity, or are persecuted, 
or hungry, or destitute, or in danger, or threatened with 
death? 36 (As the Scriptures say, “For your sake we are killed every 
day; we are being slaughtered like sheep.” 37 No, despite all these 
things, overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us. 

38 And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s 
love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our 
fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. 39 No power in the 
sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will 
ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 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PASTORAL SUPPORT GROUPS: 
PASTORAL SUPPORT GROUPS have been set up, each group has a person 
acting as a Pastoral Support Group Contact who will regularly call and keep in 
touch.  Everyone on the church electoral roll is in one - if you haven’t heard 
from your pastoral support contact do call Rev Lindsay Southern who’ll put 
you in touch with them.  

People in the wider community who wish to be part of a pastoral support group can also join up 
by speaking to Lindsay 01748 811462 email: licensetobless@gmail.com.                                      
For GDPR reasons, they will need to give us their name, contact details and permission for the 
church to be in contact.  

mailto:licensetobless@gmail.com
mailto:licensetobless@gmail.com


Reflection by Steve 
Jackson (Reader) 
Prayer From one who is ill or isolated (© 
COE) 

O God, 
help me to trust you, 
help me to know that you are with me, 
help me to believe that nothing can 
separate me 
from your love 
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

“ “Only a fool breaks 
the 2 metre rule” or 
for those who never 
converted to metres - 
6ft 6in.” 

Well this is the end of our first week in 
lockdown. I thought that since I live alone it 
wouldn’t make much change for me, but it’s 
not till you’re isolated that you realise how 
much of your life is governed by routine and 
the occasional treat. The days start looking 
all alike no more nipping out for coffee just 
to break up the day no more deadlines for 
getting sermons and services prepared. A lot 
more time to contemplate, and sometimes 
this can lead you into dark places. 

Last week’s readings for Sunday service start 
off with very dark images the reading from 
Exekiel (37:1-14) on the valley full of bones 
or John (11:1-45) on the resurrection of 
Lazarus each in its own way has a very dark 
side though both end with hope. Ezekiel is 
writing in exile in Babylon so the last 
paragraph verses 11 onward are a promise 
from God that the exile will end. John tells 
the story of the resurrection of Lazarus and 

again the story has a long build up of doom 
and gloom until starting in verse 41 we get 
the resurrection and finally conversion to 
believe of many of the crowd. 

The stories of hope are what we need 
(though less doom and gloom would be 
helpful) hope that this will pass, we know 
that it will, the waiting is what gets to us. 

So what can we do to help our selves at this 
time? Keep hoping, have something special 
for a treat when every thing looks black (if 
Trump is right a gin and tonic should help, 
Alcohol to disinfect externally and quinine to 
kill the virus internally Oh! and don’t take 
medical advice from me) Keep warm and 
dry, always a morale booster, eat properly - 
good nutrition will help you fight off the 
virus, take moderate exercise but to 
paraphrase one of the driving hints from 
when I learnt “Only a fool breaks the 2 
metre rule” or for those who never 
converted to metres 6ft 6in. 

The Church of England are inviting you 
to place a candle in your window on 
Sunday evenings at 7pm as we join 

together in prayer…                                                                    

If you have a friend or neighbour who 
would like to receive this newsletter you 

are welcome to send it on and share it.
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