
Sunday 12th April 2020 

Worship at Home 

Easter Day 
 

Gathering 

This service has been put together for us to use at home on the Easter 

Day. In your pack for Holy Week you will find a candle which you will 

need for this service. 

Opening Responses 

This is the Good News -  

the grave is empty, Christ is risen. 

ALLELUIA 

*Light your candle*  

This is the Good News -  

the light shines in the darkness  

and the darkness can never put it out.  

ALLELUIA 

This is the Good News – 

once we were no people,  

now we are God’s people.  

ALLELUIA 

Renewal of our Baptismal Vows 

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. To follow 

Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him.  

Therefore I ask: 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
I renounce them. 



Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
I repent of them.  

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
I come to Christ. 

A prayer from Taizé  

Risen Christ, when we have the simple desire to welcome your love,  

little by little a flame is kindled in the depths of our being. 

Fuelled by the Holy Spirit,  

this flame of love might be quite faint at first. 

The amazing thing is that it keeps on burning. And when we realise that 

you love us,  

the trust of faith becomes our song. Amen.   

May God, who has given us the desire to follow Christ, 

give us the strength to continue in the Way. 

 

Collect of the day 

God of glory, 

by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 

fill your Church with joy 

with faith and with hope; 

for a new day has dawned 

and the way to life stands open 

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 

 



Word 

Gospel Reading  

This reading is an account of the resurrection and Jesus’ appearing to 

Mary Magdalene.  

John 20:1-18 

 New Testament Reading 

This is Peter’s message to the crowd gathered in Cornelius’ house.  

 What might you say to a gathered crowd about what we are celebrating 

today? 

Acts 10:34-43 

Pause for reflection 

Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord” (John 20:18) 

We pause to consider that Jesus, who had died three days prior, was 

risen - Mary could “see the Lord”.  

We pause to pray that we might “see” fresh hope in the story of the 

first Easter.   

We pause to ask, what can we say about what we have “seen” in the 

story of Jesus’ death and resurrection?  

Response 

Intercessions 

O Christ, born of the Father before all ages, you took upon yourself 

our humanity and you rose for us: we worship you. Glory to you, O 

Lord.  

Son of God, Source of life, we invoke your goodness upon us and upon 

the human family. Hear us, Lord of glory. 

Allow us to live by your life and walk as children of light in the joy of 

Easter. 

Hear us, Lord of glory. 



Increase the faith of your Church; may it faithfully bear witness to your 

resurrection. Hear us, Lord of glory.  

Comfort all who are burdened, engrave in their hearts you words of 

eternal life. 

Hear us, Lord of glory.  

Give strength to the sick, support the isolated and reassure the dying 

by your saving presence. 

Hear us, Lord of glory.  

A prayer from the Church of England  
God of love and hope, 

you made the world and care for all creation, 

but the world feels strange right now. 

The news is full of stories about Coronavirus. 
Some people are worried that they might get ill. 
Others are anxious for their family and friends. 

Be with them and help them to find peace. 

We pray for the doctors and nurses and scientists, and all who are 

working to discover the right medicines to help those who are ill. 

Thank you that even in these anxious times, you are with us. 

Help us to put our trust in you and keep us safe. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 



Dismissal 

Closing Responses 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

God has claimed us as his own. 

He has brought us out of darkness. 

He has made us light to the world. 

 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

You might like to sing a favourite Easter Hymn: 
Lo, Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 
lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 
for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting: 
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory thou o’er death hast won. 

As you eat your chocolate egg and have a drink why not ring someone 

who you’d usually speak to at church? 
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