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WELCOME to our service this 

Sunday at St Peter’s. We hope you 

will find this service sheet useful for 

prayer, meditating on the scriptures 

and as an information service. 
 

As a church family we need to 

work together to protect our most 

vulnerable members. If you are 

self-isolating, then please let us 

know – so that we can pray for 

you at Church and offer any 

additional support you may 

require. 

Most importantly as a Christian 

family let us remember to pray for 

one another and let us gain 

strength from that knowledge 
 

 

Hymns in this service sheet 

If you have a computer and use the 

internet you can go into, say, Google 

or Yahoo and look up a hymn.   

You will probably find a choir or an organist 

who will sing it or play the tune.   

If so, you could accompany the musician or 

choir and sing along with them, a bit like in 

church.  You might even be joining in with 

Kings College Choir, Cambridge or a cathedral 

choir.  What a joy and what fun, too!   Fr Paul 

Today’s theme is recognising Christ’s 

presence, through his word or the gift of the 

Spirit 
 

 

THE GATHERING 

We get ready to worship God and we sing our 

opening hymn: 

 

Christ the Lord is risen again! 

Christ hath broken ev’ry chain. 

Hark, angelic voices cry, 

Singing ever more on high. 

Alleluia. 

 

He who gave for us his life, 

Who for us endured the strife, 

Is our Paschal Lamb to-day; 

We too sing for joy, and say: 

Alleluia 

 

He who bore all pain and loss 

Comfortless upon the Cross, 

Lives in glory now on high, 

Pleads for us, and hears our cry: 

Alleluia 

 

He who slumbered 

in the grave 

Is exalted now to 

save; 

Now through 

Christendom it 

rings 

That the Lamb is 

King of kings. Alleluia 

 

Now he bids us tell abroad 

How the lost may be restored, 

How the penitent forgiven, 

How we too may enter heaven. 

Alleluia 

 

Thou, our Paschal Lamb indeed, 

Christ, thy ransomed people feed; 

Take our sins and guilt away, 

Let us sing by night and day. 

Alleluia   M Weisse (c1480-1534) Tr C Winkworth  
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THE GREETING 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  

and also with you. 
 

Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE 

We say sorry for the wrong 

things we have done and ask 

God to forgive us 
 

The Lord passes amongst us and we fail to 

recognise him. Through word and sacrament and 

in the life of the Christian community we pray 

that we will recognise our God, however he 

chooses to reveal himself. 

Through Christ’s life, death, and resurrection the 

salvation of God has come among us. 

 

Let us confess our failings in love towards God, 

our neighbours and ourselves, praying grace for 

repentance, forgiveness and amendment of life. 
 

Silence is kept for a time of reflection   

 
You hear your people when they call to you. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

You will never abandon us.  

Christ, have mercy. 
 

You fill us with gladness.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly 

repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver 

you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 

you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

 

 

 

 

THE GLORIA  

(our glory to God) 

 

Glory to God in the 

highest, and peace to 

his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty 

God and Father, we worship you,  

we give you thanks, we praise you 

for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the 

Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

you take away the sin of the 

world: have mercy on us; you are 

seated at the right hand of the 

Father: receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One,  

you alone are the Lord, you alone 

are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory 

of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT - A prayer which collects or 

sums up our worship themes for today  

 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty Father, who in your great mercy 

gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen 

Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence 

with us, that we may be strengthened and 

sustained by his risen life and serve you 

continually in righteousness and truth; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 

 
LITURGY OF THE 

WORD   

 

The bible readings for 

today: 
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FIRST READING from the Acts of the 

Apostles 2.14a, 36-41; this reading centres on 

repentance and baptism as the start of a new 

life in which past sin is left behind 
14 Peter, standing with the eleven, 

raised his voice and addressed them: 

‘Men of Judea and all who live in 

Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and listen to what I say. 
36 Therefore let the entire house of 

Israel know with certainty that God 

has made him both Lord and 

Messiah, this Jesus whom you 

crucified.’ 
37 Now when they heard this, they 

were cut to the heart and said to 

Peter and to the other apostles, 

‘Brothers, what should we do?’ 
38 Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be 

baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ so that your 

sins may be forgiven; and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 For the promise is for you, for 

your children, and for all who are far 

away, everyone whom the Lord our 

God calls to him.’  
40 And he testified with many other 

arguments and exhorted them, 

saying, ‘Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.’  
41 So those who welcomed his 

message were baptized, and that day 

about three thousand persons were 

added.  
 

This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

Psalm 116.1-3, 10-17 

1 I love the Lord, for he has heard 

the voice of my supplication;  

because he inclined his ear to me 

on the day I called to him. 

2 The snares of death encompassed 

me; the pains of hell took hold of 

me; by grief and sorrow was I held. 

3 Then I called upon the name of the 

Lord: ‘O Lord, I beg you, deliver my 

soul.’ 

10 How shall I repay the Lord    for 

all the benefits he has given to me? 

11 I will lift up the cup of salvation 

and call upon the name of the Lord. 

12 I will fulfil my vows to the Lord    

in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord 

is the death of his faithful servants. 

14 O Lord, I am your servant,    your 

servant, the child of your handmaid; 

you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer to you a sacrifice of 

thanksgiving and call upon the name 

of the Lord. 

16 I will fulfil my vows to the Lord    

in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the house of the 

Lord, in the midst of you,  

O Jerusalem.  Alleluia. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 1.17-23; 

Peter addresses those who are baptised into 

faith in Christ, and compares them to former 

slaves, freed through the generosity of those 

who ransomed them 
17 If you invoke as Father the one 

who judges all people impartially 

according to their deeds, live in 

reverent fear during the time of your 

exile. 18 You know that you were 
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ransomed from the futile ways 

inherited from your ancestors,  

not with perishable things like silver 

or gold, 19 but with the precious 

blood of Christ, like that of a lamb 

without defect or blemish.  
20 He was destined before the 

foundation of the world, but was 

revealed at the end of the ages for 

your sake. 21 Through him you have 

come to trust in God, who raised 

him from the dead and gave him 

glory, so that your faith and hope are 

set on God. 
22 Now that you have purified your 

souls by your obedience to the truth 

so that you have genuine mutual 

love, love one another deeply from 

the heart. 23 You have been born 

anew, not of perishable but of 

imperishable seed, through the living 

and enduring word of God. 
 

This is the word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God. 

 
THE GOSPEL (the good news) 

 

Alleluia! I am the first and the 

last, says the Lord, and the living 

one; I was dead, and behold I am 

alive for evermore. Alleluia!  

 
A reading from the holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus 

Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

 

 

 

Luke 24.13-35; The journey to Emmaus, 

unique to Luke, tells of lives renewed through 

the resurrection of Christ, a renewal sealed by 

the breaking of the bread 
13 On that same day two of the 

disciples were going to a village 

called Emmaus, about seven miles 

from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with 

each other about all these things that 

had happened. 15 While they were 

talking and discussing, Jesus himself 

came near and went with them,  
16 but their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him.  
17 And he said to them, ‘What are 

you discussing with each other while 

you walk along?’  

They stood still, looking sad.  
18 Then one of them, whose name 

was Cleopas, answered him,  

‘Are you the only stranger in 

Jerusalem who does not know the 

things that have taken place there in 

these days?’  
19 He asked them, ‘What things?’ 

They replied, ‘The things about Jesus 

of Nazareth, who was a prophet 

mighty in deed and word before God 

and all the people, 20 and how our 

chief priests and leaders handed him 

over to be condemned to death and 

crucified him.  
21 But we had hoped that he was the 

one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 

besides all this, it is now the third 

day since these things took place. 
22 Moreover, some women of our 

group astounded us. They were at 

the tomb early this morning,  
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23 and when they did not find his 

body there, they came back and told 

us that they had indeed seen a vision 

of angels who said that he was alive. 
24 Some of those who were with us 

went to the tomb and found it just as 

the women had said; but they did not 

see him.’  
25 Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how 

foolish you are, and how slow of 

heart to believe all that the prophets 

have declared! 26 Was it not 

necessary that the Messiah should 

suffer these things and then enter 

into his glory?’ 27 Then beginning with 

Moses and all the prophets,  

he interpreted to them the things 

about himself in all the scriptures. 
 

28 As they came near the village to 

which they were going, he walked 

ahead as if he were going on.  
29 But they urged him strongly, saying, 

‘Stay with us, because it is almost 

evening and the day is now nearly 

over.’  

So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at the table with 

them, he took bread, blessed and 

broke it, and gave it to them.  
31 Then their eyes were opened, 

and they recognized him; and he 

vanished from their sight.  
32 They said to each other,  

‘Were not our hearts burning within 

us while he was talking to us on the 

road, while he was opening the 

scriptures to us?’  
33 That same hour they got up and 

returned to Jerusalem; and they 

found the eleven and their 

companions gathered together. 
34 They were saying, ‘The Lord has 

risen indeed, and he has appeared to 

Simon!’ 35 Then they told what had 

happened on the road, and how he 

had been made known to them in 

the breaking of the bread. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE HOMILY from Fr Paul 

 

Our hearts burn 

 

This slowness to recognise Jesus in his 

new, resurrection body, seems to have 

been typical for the disciples.’ Why?   

They had not believed Jesus when he said 

that, after his crucifixion, he would rise 

from the dead on the third day.   

So, in disbelief, they really did not expect 

it. The risen Jesus took them utterly by 

surprise. 

Even so, walking several miles with Jesus 

and not recognising him does seem 

strange. It did not take the other disciples 

that long; why now?  

 

I think Jesus was also teaching the 

disciples, and us, another way in which his 

resurrection works.   

What made the two travellers’ hearts 

burn, was having the scriptures 

interpreted for them with utter clarity and 

conviction. Then they understood.  

Then they felt closer to Jesus.  

Then their hearts burned. 

 

Of course, it does not have to be Jesus 

himself that can do that.  It can be anyone, 

filled with the spirit and love of the risen 

Jesus. 
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When we talk to someone about Jesus we 

could do it in a heartfelt, enthusiastic way. 

We could excite the person with the 

story of Jesus, what he had done and does 

do for them.  Then their heart might burn.  

 

In the inn, when Jesus took bread, blessed 

and broke it and gave it to them, in his 

usual way, they saw and realised it was the 

risen Jesus.  

When we put out our hands to receive his 

body and blood, we can see his presence 

and our hearts can burn.   

This is yet another sublime way in which 

the risen Jesus comes to us. 

 

Thus, in this Emmaus Road resurrection 

story, I find Jesus pointing out two ways in 

which he, our risen Lord, is able to come 

to us, in faithful teaching and loving and 

also through making our Communion. 

So, let our hearts burn and rejoice, for 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

 

We keep a time for silent reflection 

 

THE CREED (We all say what we 

believe as Christians) 
 

Let us declare our faith in God: 

We believe in God the Father,  

from whom every family in heaven 

and on earth is named. 

We believe in God the Son, who 

lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power 

from on high.  

We believe in one God; Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

 

OUR PRAYERS  

 

We pray together. We thank God. 

We pray for people who need God 

to be especially close to them 

 
In joy and hope let us pray to the Father. 

 

That our risen Saviour will fill us with the joy of 

his glorious and life-giving resurrection … 

we pray to the Father. 

Hear our prayer. 
 
That isolated and persecuted churches 
will find fresh strength in the good news of Easter 

… we pray to the Father. 

Hear our prayer. 
 
That God will grant us humility to be subject to 

one another in Christian love … 

we pray to the Father. 

Hear our prayer. 
 
That he will provide for those who lack food, 

work or shelter … we pray to the Father. 

Hear our prayer. 
 
That by his power war and famine will cease 

through all the world … we pray to the Father. 

Hear our prayer. 
 
That he will reveal the light of his presence to the 

sick, the weak and the dying, 

to comfort and strengthen them … 

we pray to the Father. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

That, according to his promises, all who have 

died in the faith of the resurrection will be raised 

on the last day … we pray to the Father. 

Hear our prayer. 
 
That he will send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon 

his people, so that we will bear faithful witness to 

his resurrection, we pray to the Father. 

Hear our prayer. 
 

Heavenly Father, you have delivered us from the 

power of darkness and brought us into the 
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kingdom of your Son: grant that, as his death has 

recalled us to life, so his continual presence in us 

will raise us to eternal joy; through Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
 
Fed with the Word and the Bread 

of Life we are united with the 

Prince of Peace. A peace unlike 

any other. Let us unite with one another to share 

this blessing.  

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you  

and also with you.  
 

During this hymn we would normally gather 

the gifts of the church. Please continue to use 

this as an opportunity to give to the work of 

the church. 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 

On which the Prince of glory died, 

my richest gain I count but loss, 

and pour contempt on all my 

pride. 

 

Forbid it, Lord, that I 

should boast, 

save in the death of 

Christ my God; 

all the vain things that 

charm me most,  

I sacrifice them to his 

blood. 

 

See from his head,  

his hands, his feet, 

sorrow and love flow mingled 

down: 

did e’er such love and sorrow 

meet, 

or thorns compose so rich a 

crown! 

 

His dying crimson like a 

robe. 

Spreads o’er his body on 

the tree: 

Then am I dead to all 

the globe, 

And all the globe is dead 

to me. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature 

mine, 

that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 

demands my soul, my life, my all. 
Isaac Watts (1674-1748) based on Galatians 6:14 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Please see the guidelines 

later in the service sheet 

for Spiritual Communion 

 

Turning to the people, the celebrant says: 
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the 

glory, the splendour, and the majesty; for 

everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  

All things come from you, and of 

your own do we give you. 
 

PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have this bread to 

offer, which earth has given and human hands 

have made. It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have this wine to 

offer, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 

It will become our spiritual drink. 

Blessed be God for ever. 
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Pray, my dears, that this our sacrifice may be 

acceptable to God the Almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands, for the praise and 

glory of his name, for our good 

and the good of all his Church. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer  
 

The Lord is here.  His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give thanks and 

praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, always 

and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and 

eternal Father, and in these days of Easter to 

celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your 

wonderful works.  

 

For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, 

your risen Son, has conquered the powers of 

death and hell and restored in men and women 

the image of your glory. He has placed them once 

more in paradise and opened to them the gate of 

life eternal.  

 
And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and 

heaven resound with gladness, while angels and 

archangels and the powers of all creation sing for 

ever the hymn of your glory: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your 

glory.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all 

holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts 

of bread and wine may be to us the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Who, in the same night that he was 

betrayed, took bread and gave you 

thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 

saying:  Take, eat; this is my body which 

is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup 

and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 

covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of me. 

 

Let us proclaim the truths of our faith  
Christ has died: Christ is risen:  

Christ will come again. 

 

 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the 
cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins 

of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 

resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking 

for his coming in glory, we celebrate this 

memorial of our redemption. 

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving, we bring before you this bread and 

this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather 

into one in your kingdom all who share this one 

bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of  

Our Blessed Lady, … and of all the saints, may 

praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and 

in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for 

ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us 

pray with confidence as our Saviour has 

taught us 

Our Father, who art in 

heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be 

done; on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into 

temptation; but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 

power and the glory, for ever and 

ever. Amen.  
 

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread, 

saying 
He made himself known to them, 

in the breaking of bread. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

 

Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: grant us peace. 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

 

Before the distribution the celebrant says 
This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world. Blessed are those who are called to 

his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive 

you, but only say the word, and I 

shall be healed. 
 

Communion Hymn: 
Bread of heaven, on thee we feed, 

for thy flesh is meat indeed; 

ever may our souls be fed 

with this true and living bread; 

day by day with strength supplied 

through the life of 

him who died. 

 

Vine of heaven,  

thy blood supplies 

this blest cup of 

sacrifice; 

Lord, thy wounds 

our healing give, 

to thy cross we look and live: 

Jesus, may we ever be 

grafted, rooted, built in thee. 
Josiah Conder 1789-1855 

 

A time for silent reflection and thanksgiving  

is kept 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Living God, your Son made himself known to his 

disciples in the breaking of bread: open the eyes 

of our faith, that we may see him in all his 

redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and 

for ever. Amen 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for 

feeding us with the body and 

blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Through him we offer you our 

souls and bodies to be a living 

sacrifice. Send us out in the power 

of your Spirit to live and work to 

your praise and glory. Amen. 
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THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL  

 

God who judges be merciful to you. 

God who teaches inspire you. God who 

gives life sustain you. And the blessing 

of God almighty, the  Father, the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, be upon you and all whom you love 

and pray for, living and departed, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

To God be the glory, great things 

he has done! 

So loved he the world that he gave 

us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement 

for sin 

and opened the life-gate that all 

may go in. 
 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! 

Let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  

Let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father, through Jesus the 

Son,  

and give him the glory! Great things he 

has done! 

 

 

O perfect redemption, the 

purchase of blood! 

To ev’ry believer the promise of 

God! 

The vilest offender who truly 

believes,  

that moment from Jesus 

forgiveness receives. 

Praise the Lord…… 

 

Great things he has taught us, 

great things he has done, 

and great our rejoicing through 

Jesus the Son; 

but purer and higher and greater 

will be 

our wonder, our rapture, when 

Jesus we see. 

Praise the Lord…. 
Frances Jane van Alstyne (1820-1915) 

 
Be in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

 
Thoughts for the week:   

What guidelines about evangelism can we 

learn from the way Jesus helps the two 

disciples from Emmaus? 

 

How can we help newcomers, visitors, 

and desensitised habitual churchgoers in 

our churches to recognise Jesus in the 

breaking of bread? 

 

Readings for next Sunday, 4th of Easter:  

Acts 2.42-47; 1 Peter 2.2-10; John 10.1-10 

 
 
 

 And on this rock  
 I will build my church 
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For our prayers: 

Dear Lord, we thank you for all the love 

and care you show us. We send you our 

love for you to use, as you wish.   

 

Dear Lord, we want to attract more 

people to join us in worshipping you.  

Please help us in this mission.   

 

Dear Lord, we pray for our parish, 

especially this month those who live in 

Crabtree Road, Little Crabtree and West 

Green Drive, and for the staff and patients 

in Crawley Hospital. 

 

Dear Lord, we pray for those in need of 

our prayers, especially Phyllis Woods, Tim 

Butler, Joyce Mulford, Steve Williams, 

Bernice Golby, Beryl, Grace Walsh, Tim 

Lucas, Michael Grant, Tony Greener, 

Daniel, Keith and Michael, Andrew 

Fairbairn, Peter Parsons. Debbie 

Langridge, Archdeacon Fiona Windsor, 

Jane and Geoff, Jacki and Geoff, Nancy. 

 

Dear Lord, we pray for all those whom 

we have loved but see no longer, and for 

all those who have recently died, 

especially Josephine Smith, Revd Pauline 

Lucas (Rector of Kirdford). We pray for 

their families and friends as they mourn 

their loss.  

 

Dear Lord, we pray for all those whose 

anniversary of death occurs at this time.  

Rest and joy eternal grant unto them  

O Lord, and let light perpetual 

shine upon them 
 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 

you. Blessed are you among women, and 

blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us 

sinners, now, and at the hour of our 

death. 

Prayer for a Pandemic 

By Cameron Bellm 

 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 

remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working 

from home remember those who must 

choose between preserving their health or 

making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care 

for our children when their schools close 

remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

remember those that have no safe place 

to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money 

in the tumult of the economic market 

remember those who have no margin at 

all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at 

home remember those who have no 

home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose 

love. 

During this time when we cannot 

physically wrap our arms around each 

other, let us yet find ways to be the loving 

embrace of God to our neighbours. 

Amen. 

 

Making a Spiritual 

Communion 

We must use these 

extraordinary times to our 

advantage and make an 

opportunity out of being on our own for 

longer as well as thinking of how we can 

sustain our friends, neighbours and others 

whom we know to be in need, by using 

phone, text or email, as well as prayer, 

which has used a divine world-wide web 

for thousands of years. 
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We shall miss being together at our Parish 

Eucharist, sharing in each other’s 

presence, friendship and love of our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  We shall miss being fed by 

him and renewed by him through his 

presence in our communion. But when we 

cannot make our communion, like now, or 

when we are on holiday or ill at home, we 

can make a spiritual communion and know 

that the Lord can still feed us with his 

grace through the words of scripture, 

especially his words in the gospel and the 

words of the prayers and the words of 

forgiveness in the absolution. 

 

So, if you can get a copy of the week’s 

service sheet, either online, or a hard 

copy delivered to you, sit down and open 

it up as you would in church.  You can 

imagine being in church. Read through the 

service, pause now and then and let the 

words sink in.   

 

Pause before saying the confession and 

after the absolution, and give thanks for 

Christ wanting to forgive you and help you 

keep trying and maybe even do better. 

The collect prayer is always good value 

and worth saying over a couple of times.  

Some of these prayers are very beautiful 

and uplifting. 

If you have time you can read all the 

scriptures, but be careful.   

Always interpret the Old Testament 

scriptures in the light of what Jesus 

teaches us.  If the OT, including the 

Psalms, is not as loving as the NT, then 

dismiss them.  I think you need to have 

studied the OT for years in order to 

understand them, their origin and meaning 

in ancient times and maybe now if 

applicable. 

 

Always concentrate on the Gospel, where 

Jesus speaks to you.  Savour his words and 

see what they seem to be saying to you.   

The service sheet will contain the 

intercessions and, again, if you have time 

say them and think around them and 

explore them in your mind and 

imagination.  You can add praying for your 

loved ones and others whom you think 

need prayer, too. 

Say the words of The Peace.  You could 

imagine exchanging the peace in church.  

How lovely! 

 

Instead of seeing the elements brought up 

to the altar during the offertory hymn, 

imagine giving yourself to Christ so he can 

bless you and feed you. 

If you have time you can say the whole of 

the Eucharistic prayers and all those that 

follow.   

When you would have made your 

communion you can hold out your hands 

and imagine the sacrament being placed 

there, likewise with receiving the chalice.  

Now pause again, be still and know that 

Christ gives himself to you and loves you 

utterly and wants you.  You are his child. 

Say thank you to the Lord for his grace 

and all that he went through to show you 

how much you are loved and wanted. 

 

Finish with the collects and say the 

blessing over yourself and the dismissal.  

Remember that God wants to feed you 

with himself, his love, his grace because he 

so loves you!        (Read John 3.16 & 17) 

 

Shorter Form 

 

If this is too long - just say sorry and ask 

forgiveness, say the collect, read the 

Gospel, say some prayers and then open 

your hands to imagine receiving the 

sacrament and say thank you. 

And there are the hymns!  I hope you will 

enjoy singing them, when you know the 

tune (you can check on Youtube) and doing 

so out loud, which is very good therapy.  
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Often the hymns express a lot about the 

gospel in easy terms, sometimes sublimely 

beautifully, too.  Have fun and joy!!      

Fr Paul 

 

St. Peter’s Net 

Vicar: Father Paul    01293 544046 

Church Wardens: 

Jean Dinnair Tel: (01293) 550453 

John Keller  Tel: (01293) 560526 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that everyone in our 

congregation will receive our weekly 

service sheet, either by email or 

delivery, so we can all remain 

connected. 

 

St John’s are screening their 9.30am 

service on the website 

www.stjohnscrawley.com 

watch live on Sunday or at a time to 

suit you. 

The BBC is broadcasting a service on 

Sundays 8am across local radio in 

England (BBC Radio Sussex & Surrey for 

us) + their usual Sunday Worship on 

Radio 4 8.10am. 

And there is a service shown on BBC1 – 

check TV listings for exact times 

 

Blue Envelope Users 

If you are a blue envelope user and use 

online-banking you could make your 

weekly donations to St Peter’s online.  

The church’s bank is CAF Bank, the sort 

code is 40 52 40 and account number 

00013551, make sure you put those zeros 

in at the beginning of the account number, 

the name of the account is St Peter’s 

Church West Green Crawley Current 

Account.  For a reference please use your 

name.  You might like to set up a standing 

order for the duration of the lockdown 

which would save you a lot of time.   

Any queries do call Keith on 514729. 

 

All fundraising events and the West 

Green Community Cinema have 

been suspended until further notice 

HEARING YOU - A local response 

to the Coronavirus crisis 

The Diocese of Chichester with Together 

in Sussex are launching Hearing You, a 

new pastoral phone line to enable the 

people of Sussex to feel connected and 
supported. 

It is a phoneline that will provide pastoral 

support and a listening ear to the recently 

bereaved and people directly affected by 

the COVID-19 outbreak.  It will be staffed 

by volunteers who are trained in pastoral 

care and listening skills: clergy and licensed 

lay ministers. 

ALL CHURCHES ARE  

NOW CLOSED  

until further notice 

You are all in our thoughts and 

prayers. 

Now, more than ever, we need to 

make sure we keep our eyes fixed 

on God, and work together as a 

church family, to love each other 

and those around us. 

But please do still let us know of 

anyone you wish to be prayed for 
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All volunteer listeners will 

•    have an active DBS and have 

completed safeguarding training with the 

Diocese of Chichester 

•    be able to point callers to their parish 

clergy 

•    direct callers to other organisations 

offering specialist support if appropriate 

•    offer to pray for the caller or for their 

concerns. 

NB This is not a substitute for the emergency 

services (111 or 999) or a counselling 

service.  It is a human, Christian response to 

anyone who turns to the Church in this time 

of need. 

The phonelines will be open to anyone 

living in Sussex whether they currently 

attend a church or not. 

The service will initially run until the end 

of May, Monday to Friday, 9am-7pm. 

 

The Hearing You number is:  

01273 425047 

For details about volunteering, please 

contact: Luci Fievet on 01273 421021 or 
email Luci.fievet@chichester.anglican.org 

ALSO 

The Diocese have launched a simple 

statement for people to take into hospital 

with them.  Some people will need it 

printed by a friend, neighbour or parish 

priest. 

We advise that every household should 

have one of these statements ready for 

use. 

This statement declares a person’s 

Christian faith, and request access to a 

Church of England a chaplain while in 

hospital. 

A template for this statement is available 

on the Diocesan website  

 

 

A Church Near You … 

is the Church of England's website for 

parishes.   St Peter's, West Green, 

Crawley can be found by searching within 

"A Church Near You" or you can go 

directly to 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210    

The site lists Parish activities and 

resources.  The weekly service sheet can 

be downloaded from the News and 

Notices section.    

The website needs some high resolution 

photographs of the building and especially 

of St Peter's in action.  If you have some 

suitable jpeg files that you don't mind 

sharing please forward them to  

Alan Jamieson alanjam@senet.com.au  

for uploading.  

 

Cartridge Recycling  - If you are 

working from home and using your 

printer more, do remember to save the 

empty cartridges - we can recycle them 

for charity. 

 

Prayers – if you would like to add a name 

to the weekly prayers included in the 

service sheet please contact Fr Paul or 

June in the Parish Office. (Please also 

remember to tell us when to take someone 

off) 

 

Year's Mind: We keep a list of the 

anniversary of the death of close relatives 

and friends to remember them in our 

prayers, on or near their anniversary.  

If you would like to add a name please 

contact June in the Parish Office. 

 

Gift aid - If your circumstances change, 

e.g. you no longer pay sufficient tax to gift 

aid your donations or you change address 

please tell Keith. 

 

mailto:Luci.fievet@chichester.anglican.org
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210
mailto:alanjam@senet.com.au
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Electoral Roll – Should you change your 

contact details please let Helen know, so 

our records are kept up to date. 

 
Time on your hands? Get those knitting 

needles out … 

The congregation & friends of St John's 

are now supporting the work of the 

Romanian Aid Foundation, a Christian 

charity operating from Horley Baptist 

Church. They make up ‘baby bags' that 

contain useful items for both mother & 

baby, so our layettes would be much 

appreciated.  

We can knit more garments; cardigans, 

white wool, all sorts of patterns & sizes, of 

which I will distribute once we are 

through the current situation.. 

If you have any questions please email 

anne.granite@blueyonder.co.uk, or once 

the pandemic is over I will be at Turning 

Point, Saturday mornings 10am-12noon in 

St John’s Church Hall.             

 

In the meantime - the pattern for knitted 

squares for a blanket is … with needles size 

8 (4mm) and double knitting wool cast on 20 

stitches & knit approx 32 rows, until a square 

is formed.   Great for using up oddments of 

wool - it will fill half an hour or so. Knitters 

don’t have to sew them together - let’s see 

how many squares we can produce before the 

end of the pandemic!”   

                                    Anne Granite 

 

We’re also knitting ‘twiddlemuffs’ for 

patients at St George’s hospital.  

 

Or write a letter/card to cheer 

someone up  … 

To one of our congregation …. 

or the Charity From Me to You ask people 

to write to cancer patients spending time 

in Sussex hospitals. 

www.frommetoyouletters.co.uk 

Keep in touch with St Peter’s: 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210 

www.stpeterwg.org.uk 

Facebook: ‘St Peter’s Church 

Crawley Booksale’ 

 

Bible notes   
When we recognise Christ’s presence, through his 

word or the gift of the Spirit, then life is renewed 

and transformed.  

Psalm 116 sets the scene, celebrating delivery 

from death to life through the healing power of 

God. The New Testament readings reflect this 

theme in different ways. Peter focuses on baptism 

as the point of renewal, where slavery shifts to 

freedom and genuine love becomes a way of life.  

Acts also centres on repentance and baptism as 

the start of a new life in which past sin is left 

behind. Luke describes the moment when two 

disciples seize upon the new life that Christ 

offers; the change from anguish to exhilarated joy 

comes, for them, not in baptism, but in the 

breaking of the bread.  

Acts 2.14a,36-41 Peter‘s speech ends with 

overwhelming conviction as he declares the 

heart of the gospel. He has proved his claim 

that Jesus is Lord and Messiah, despite the 

cross. His words have a huge impact on the 

crowds, so that they are ‘cut to the heart‘ – 

the Greek word expresses real pain. Peter 

responds to this heartache and the request 

for guidance (v. 37) with the pastoral offer of 

repentance and baptism. Even if these people 

share responsibility for the crucifixion, there 

remains the possibility of renewed life in 

Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit 

given at baptism.  

There is great breadth to Peter‘s vision of 

repentance and renewal: across the 

generations (‘your children‘, v. 39) and across 

space (‘all who are far away‘), the promise 

holds good. However, there is also the sense 

that baptism implies a clear break with their 

former life of corruption: the gift of the Spirit, 

in all its purity, means that human life can 

achieve separation from sin. This was clearly 

mailto:anne.granite@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.frommetoyouletters.co.uk/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/5210
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an offer that Peter‘s audience found 

compelling (v. 41).  

Psalm 116.1-3, 10-17 This psalm of 

thanksgiving expresses the feelings of 

someone who has faced the real possibility of 

death (v. 3) but who has survived through 

God‘s answer to their prayer. Whether the 

threat of death was real or metaphorical, the 

anguish was genuine enough and the joy of life 

renewed is palpable. In response, the 

worshipper offers a thanksgiving 

sacrifice in the Temple. It is likely that the 

words spoken here would have accompanied 

specific liturgical actions (v. 13) giving vocal 

and physical expression to the thanksgiving.  

Alongside this, the worshipper acknowledges 

complete dependence on God, as a servant 

depends on the master and is subject to his 

will. Life has been restored to the worshipper 

as the result of God‘s sovereign decision.  

It did not have to be that way; death was 

clearly one possible outcome (v. 15). This 

psalm therefore celebrates renewal through 

God‘s gracious gift.  

 

New Testament 1 Peter 1.17-23   

Peter addresses those who are baptised into 

faith in Christ, and compares them to former 

slaves, freed through the generosity of those 

who ransomed them. This radical change of 

status would have been familiar to Peter‘s 

hearers, some of them perhaps slaves or 

freedmen themselves. Their ransom was paid 

in the blood of Christ, the unblemished 

Passover lamb (Exodus 12.5), whose sprinkled 

blood (v. 2) brings safety to those who put 

their trust in it. Christ is central to their new 

faith because, through Christ, they are able to 

focus their trust, faith and hope on God, in 

contrast to the empty rituals of their former 

life.  

 

Their baptism into Christ is understood as 

birthing them into this new life. This shift 

reshapes the converts‘ lifestyle. They are to 

fear God, because God is an impartial judge. 

If they call him Father, that creates particular 

expectations of them that they need to live 

up to. It also means that home – where the 

Father is – is not here; therefore, they are 

exiles, travelling light. Finally, their lifestyle is 

to be shaped by love for each other. This love 

is made possible through the purification of 

their souls, which removes the risk of envy or 

enmity between Christians.  

 

Gospel Luke 24.13-35  The journey to 

Emmaus, unique to Luke, tells of lives 

renewed through the resurrection of Christ, 

a renewal sealed by the breaking of the bread. 

If Peter focuses on baptism, Luke‘s emphasis 

here is on the Eucharist as the transformative 

moment.  

 

The disciples are not open to change; sad, 

depressed even, they have heard the good 

news of the resurrection and even seen the 

empty tomb, but it has had no effect on them. 

Their understanding of Jesus as ‘a mighty 

prophet‘ falls short of the reality already 

revealed in the Gospel, namely that Jesus is 

the Messiah, God‘s Son. They are trapped in 

the false hope that Jesus would redeem Israel; 

for Luke, with his Gentile focus, this hope is 

too limited. 

 

Jesus comes to redeem the world, not Israel 

alone, and that redemption takes a form 

unexpected by those who had dreamt of 

political or military superiority.  

Even Jesus‘ explanation of the Scripture 

makes no difference; although they would 

recognise later that their hearts had burned 

within them, at the time they are not able to 

grasp the point of Jesus‘ exposition of 

Scripture or recognise the relevance of the 

prophecies to his life, death and resurrection. 

It is only when he breaks the bread that they 

are enabled to see and understand who is 

sharing fellowship with them. 
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To ensure that everyone continues to feel 

part of our church community, here’s your 

chance to ‘chat to your friends’. Send us a 

funny story, your views or news, a poem a 

recipe, or simply a ‘hello’ and we’ll run 

them here each week - to make you smile! 

 

Another treasure from Val, our very own 
Poet Laureate!!!!!!! 
 
I’ve always loved to socialise with a group 

or just one friend 
Meet up for lunch or just a drink but have 

had to buck this trend 
Because the dreaded virus came and I 

have to stay inside 
But I keep in touch with all my friends in 

case they think I’ve died! 
 

(not funny I know – but hey ho, gotta 
laugh!) 

 
I’m now considered “elderly” - I do not like 

that term 
I have high-lights in my hair, not blue 

rinses nor a perm! 
I still sing 60s songs and love to rock and 

roll 
But have to admit the next day that really 

takes its toll! 
 

So dear friends, in these trying times, 
do not wear a frown 

Think of dear Lord Jesus in this time of sad 
lock-down 

And the day we get together once again 
will be a blast 

We’ll be jiving down the aisle with our 
Lord again at last! 

 
Laughter lines: 
 
My friend kept saying, 
“Cheer up mate,  
it could be worse, you could 
be stuck in an underground hole full of 
water.” 
I know he means well …..     From Reddit.com 

 
I went to Waterstones and asked the 
woman for a book about turtles. 
“Hardback?" she asked. 
“Yes.” I said, "and little heads.”      
                                Comedian Mark Simmons 

 

A mother was preparing pancakes for her 
sons, Kevin, 5, and Ryan, 3. The boys 
began to argue over who would get the 
first pancake. Their mother saw the 
opportunity for a moral lesson; 
‘If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 
'Let my brother have the first pancake.  
I can wait.'  
Kevin turned to his younger brother and 
said, 'Ryan, you be Jesus.'      Seen online 

 

‘Out of the mouths of babes’ 
Theology as explained by children: 
The Epistles were the wives of the 
Apostles. 
 
Reasons why NOSTALGIA is overrated 
Ah, the good old days. But before you 
get too misty-eyed about your 
childhood, don’t forget what it was 
really like … 
“We weren’t always on phones” 
Primarily because the only available 
contact with our friends was the 
parental landline, which was guarded 
like a trunk of rubies until after 6pm, 

‘ST PETER’S 
CONGREGATION 

CORNER’ 
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when cheaper rates kicked in, at 
which point we’d be allowed one brief 
call ‘to discuss homework’. 
 
 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK 
Captain Tom Moore – 100 

 
Three cheers for the amazing 
Captain Tom Moore, who has 

currently raised over £27million for NHS 
charities, and is No 1 in the music charts!  

 
Helen is our Safeguarding Officer at  
St Peter’s .. if anyone wants to contact her 
for a chat or needs anything, please email:  
safeguarding@stpeterwg.org.uk 

 
Our very creative and talented Barbara is 

hoping to put together a Prayer Book. 
If you have a favourite prayer that you 

would like to be included please send to 
Barbara or here to Congregation Corner. 
It could be your favourite prayer, or one 

for help, for thanks, for those in need etc. 
We can also print one here each week. 

 
From Mya … 
Elliott Jones Catering who usually supply 
the company where I work are now 
offering a fruit & veg delivery service to 
homes in Crawley, ie mixed box for family 
of 4 £20. Tel: 07776 148717 or email: 
info@elliottjonescatering.co.uk for more 
info. 

 
Prayer Corner 

 
Sunday prayer at 6 
At 6pm tonight, let’s all stop,  

stay silent and pray for .. Our police 

 
A prayer for when we feel lonely 
Dear Gracious and Loving God, Help me to 
feel your presence. 
My heart aches and I feel so alone. 
I miss a human touch, someone to take 
my hand or give me a hug. 
I long for someone to tell me everything 
will be alright. 
Please send your Comforter to me and 
take this loneliness away. 
Help me instead of feeling empty, to feel 
full of the love you have for me. 
Help me to know in my heart and 
remember that according to your Word; 
I am never alone because you are with 
me. Your love and peace is with me, right 
now, in this moment. I feel it and I am not 
alone. Amen 

 

Stay smiling, stay safe, stay in! 
 

 

The Parish Office is closed – 

and the Team working from home. 

If you have anything to go in next 

week’s service sheet please email to 

june@stjohnscrawley.com 

by 5pm Monday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

message board 

Do contact Fr Paul or the 

Parish Office (01293) 522692 

 if you need any assistance, or just 

want to speak to someone! 

 

The Paschal Candle has been 

sponsored by Lea, in memory of Ron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:info@elliottjonescatering.co.uk
mailto:june@stjohnscrawley.com
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Just book shelves … or something more?
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