
You are blessed… 
I hope your Easter weekend brought you some 

peacefulness and some blessings. Waiting today 

to hear the inevitable news that life remains 

‘locked down’ for another three weeks at least - 

and rightly so - is nevertheless hard for us all to 

face.  
 

And yet within this unprecedented time there have 

been some remarkable stories of generosity, love 

and care. From these we can all take some hope.  
 

Captain Tom Moore today completed 100 laps of 

his garden, just days before his 100th birthday. 

Hoping to raise £1000 for the NHS, he has 

surpassed the £13 million* point now. Fabulous, 

well done Tom, such an inspiration! 
 

I’ve just today had confirmation of a grant 

application with the Lottery Fund for money to 

assist the St Ann's foodbank, which alongside their 

‘Just Give’ initiative (that has raised £7000 in just a 

few days), will enable many to have a daily meal in 

this time of crisis.  
 

Jesus taught how blessings come from being 

selfless in our actions and through the strangest 

and often hardest of times. Read Matthew, 

Chapter Five. What we must all be is watchful for 

these blessings and listen out to the stories of 

blessing in our own communities. And I add to 

that, each of us can be a blessing, however small,  

 

 

to others, through our generosity, and in our love 

and care.  
 

The NHS and Care workers of our nation have 

blessed thousands of people over these days. We 

say a heartfelt thank you to them all.  
 

For 48 hours Captain Tom’s Fund was stuck at 

£210 and yet he said he was pleased to have 

raised such a sum. He captured our hearts, but 

what he also did was enable our generosity, love 

and care for the NHS. Thank you Tom.  
 

With every blessing  to you all 

Anthony 
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Contact us… 

TEA/16/04 

Please pray for...   

Our local hospitals… 
For all the staff and patients at the City Hospital, 

Queen’s Medical Centre and King’s Mill Hospital 

as they work tirelessly around the clock. 

Our local care homes and staff... 
As they continue to look after their residents and 

provide them with the best possible care under 

difficult circumstances. 

Our local prisons… 
For the staff and inmates at Lowdham Grange 

(under lock down for 23 hours each day). The  

prison is free from the virus, although there have 

been family deaths. Some staff are self-isolating.  

Yourselves, and your families, 
as you stay safely at home in a time of uncertainty 
and disruption. 

Pray around the house  

Join us on Facebook 

Benefice Churches of Epperstone, 

Gonalston, Oxton and Woodborough  

 

Gathering 

Lord,  

in this shared time 

we offer ourselves 

to each other 

We offer our understandings and insights - 

not to dominate or overthrow one another 

but that we ourselves 

might be challenged and changed. 

We offer our emotions and experiences - 

not in self indulgence 

but that through honesty and openness 

we may find and give encouragement and 

comfort. 

We offer our skills and talents – 

not because of pride in our abilities 

but in the joyful recognition and sharing of 

your overflowing bounty. 

And as we celebrate and offer our  

common humanity,  

the very flesh and fabric of our lives,  

may you,  

the incarnate one,  

be once again embodied here 

in our individuality 

and our community 

Written by Pat  Bennett 

published in Fire and Bread 

Wild Goose Publications, 2006 

 

Please stay at home, wash your hands, continue to pray and love one another . 

 

Benefice Administrator: Tracey Akehurst 

0115 965 2114 

tracey.akehurst@outlook.com 

Vicar: Revd Anthony Giles 

0776 652 5620  

giles.ant@btinternet.com 
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