
 

Nothing but the Cross... 
I think this must be the strangest Lent and Holy Week in the 

history of the Church. 
 

There's something to reflect on around the sacrificial need to 

give up and withdraw during Lent isn’t there? We've had this 

enforced time of quiet, which I haven't particularly enjoyed, but 

recognise I've thought more, read more scripture and, certainly, 

prayed more often and more spontaneously than before. 
 

But I fear for Easter. How will we celebrate now we're apart, 

unable to gather to worship and share Holy Communion in 

remembrance of all that Jesus did for us? I'm sure I'm not the 

only one who grieves for that Easter Joy this season. Although 

we won’t meet in person, attached is a copy of the Good Friday 

and Easter reflections created to use over the Easter weekend, 

allowing our prayers and our worship to unite as we gather in 

faith; separate but united as members of the body of Christ. 

However, we do know that we will meet again, and our 

celebration on that day will be wonderful. 
 

I've been using The Message Bible during lockdown; I've found 

it really helpful to read a different version. Last night I read this,   
 

Galatians 6, 1-10. The Message (MSG) 
 
 

Nothing but the Cross 
 

Live creatively, friends. If someone falls into sin, forgivingly 

restore him, saving your critical comments for yourself. You 

might be needing forgiveness before the day’s out. Stoop down 

and reach out to those who are oppressed. Share their 

burdens, and so complete Christ’s law. If you think you are too 

good for that, you are badly deceived. 
 

Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you 

have been given, and then sink yourself into that. Don’t be 

impressed with yourself. Don’t compare yourself with others. 

Each of you must take responsibility for doing the creative best 

you can with your own life. 
 

Be very sure now, you who have been trained to a self-

sufficient maturity, that you enter into a generous common life 

with those who have trained you, sharing all the good things 

that you have and experience. 

 

 

 

Don’t be misled: No one makes a fool of God. What a person 

plants, he will harvest. The person who plants selfishness, 

ignoring the needs of others—ignoring God!—harvests a crop 

of weeds. All he’ll have to show for his life is weeds! But the 

one who plants in response to God, letting God’s Spirit do the 

growth work in him, harvests a crop of real life, eternal life. 
 

So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At the 

right time we will harvest a good crop if we don’t give up, or 

quit. Right now, therefore, every time we get the chance, let us 

work for the benefit of all, starting with the people closest to us 

in the community of faith. 
 

I'm struck by the emphasis on forgiveness and kindness, and of 

sharing burdens; these are things we are asked to do as 

people of faith, and yet we've seen much more of that over the 

last few weeks as our communities rally to support one 

another. 
 

The passage also asks us to examine ourselves and the work 

we have been given, I've made no secret of the fact that I don't 

want to stay at home, but this is the role I currently have, and I 

am called to examine myself and my relationship with God 

through this lens; I have no physical work to do, no busyness to 

hide behind, no reason to leave the house, but I am still your 

Vicar and a member of God's church. I hope you will join me in 

reflecting on your own role, your calling and the things you hide 

behind as we each take creative responsibility for being the 

best we can in this life.  
 

And finally we are reminded that its the work of the Spirit that 

enables the growth, whatever we have, whatever we offer. If it 

is done in the wrong way it will not be fruitful, but if we offer our 

gifts through God he blesses us. 

 

I pray that this Easter you will feel close to God and your 

church. We are separate, but our faith binds us together.  

Some of us have been called to stay at home and some of us 

have found jobs to fill the time, but let us all commit to take the 

time to pray and read and to think about deepening our faith as 

we depend on God to get us through this time. Amen. 

 
Love, Anna 
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Resources to use 

Good Friday & Easter Sunday reflection 

Visit the Church of England website for a whole 

range of prayers, worship texts and resources. 

Have a listen on You Tube to a song written and 

shared as part of a Good Friday service 

Activities for children 

Easter colouring pages 
Visit Flame: Creative Children’s Ministry for a 

whole range of  creative ideas for engaging  

children in their faith. Adults might enjoy it too! 

For a  free information book, explaining  

coronavirus to children visit Nosy Crow 

 

Join Anna on Facebook 

Anna is on Facebook Live to 

broadcast midday prayers and a 

simple bible reflection. (click on the 

logo to find her)  

Good Friday: Join Anna on Facebook at 

2.00p.m. as she reads the Passion narrative 

as part of the Last Hour of the Cross. 

Prayer meeting: Anna is hosting a  

prayer meeting via Zoom at 8.00p.m on  

Tuesday & Wednesday 

evenings.  

If you’d like to join her or 

know more please contact 

her. 
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Vicar: Revd Anna Alls 

0753 5017591 

reverend.anna.alls@gmail.com 

Curate: Revd Simon Jones  

0748 463 5886 

curate.sijones@outlook.com 

LCG Administrator: Tracey Akehurst 

0115 965 2114 

administrator@stmaryslowdham.org.uk 

BJBSB Administrator: Ruth Strong 

0115 9314212 

bjbsboffice@gmail.com 

Contact us…  

Looking after you  

We face many challenges during coronavirus and 

we must not underestimate the impact social  

isolation has on our mental well being. The 

Church of England has produced a series of  

mental health reflections to provide hope, comfort 

and reassurance. Click here to take a look 

Please stay at home, wash your hands and love one another.  
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