
 

 

Newsletter: April 9th to April 18th 2020 

An early “extended” edition to update you on the 

events from Maundy Thursday to Easter Sunday. 

 

(The next newsletter will be sent out on 18th April) 

 

Although our buildings are closed for public worship, private prayer and for visitors 

(*See below) “church” continues.   Easter is not cancelled, but are celebrating in a 

different way from our homes this year: 

 

Maundy Thursday 

Rededication - Bishop James is leading a service which will offer us all a 

chance to rededicate ourselves to God and our individual ministries.   This will 

be broadcast 'as live' at 10.30 am on our Diocesan Youtube 

channel and Facebook page. 

Remember the Last Supper - Materials for you to remember the events of 

The Last Supper as you eat your tea.   At the end, you may wish to pray all or 

part of the act of "Spiritual Communion". 

 

Good Friday 

Personal Reflection - Materials for you to follow a personal meditation as 
you consider the events of Good Friday in your own time at any point in the 
day. Then take your time to listen to some music, to read, pause and pray at 
your own pace as we consider the events using the traditional stations of the 
cross. 

Wintershall - The Passion of Jesus performances in London this year have 
been cancelled but the pre-recorded livestream will be available on Good 
Friday at 12 and 3 pm on their Facebook page. This will have clips from their 
Passion rehearsals 2020, clips from last year in Trafalgar Square, 
performances from 'One Good Friday' locations across the UK, together with 
actor interviews. The full version from 2019 is available on YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/Roffensis1?feature=mhee
https://www.youtube.com/user/Roffensis1?feature=mhee
https://www.facebook.com/CofERochester/
https://media.acny.uk/media/Maundy_Commemoration_of_Last_Supper_at_home.pdf
https://media.acny.uk/media/Stations_of_the_Cross_Reflections_Easter_2020.pdf
https://www.wintershall.org.uk/passion-jesus-london
https://www.facebook.com/Wintershallplay
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbsZk02CUZ8


Stations of the cross - The Rt Revd Beverley Mason, the Bishop of 
Warrington reflects on the stations of the cross in a series of 3 videos for Holy 
Week:  Stations 1 to 5.   Stations of the Cross 6 to 10.  Stations 11 to 14. 

 

Easter Sunday 

A service from The Vicarage.   Recorded earlier in the week and premiered at 

10.30 on Easter Day on Youtube.    Connect via our website… 

 

Each Sunday I aim to share some thoughts with you based on the 

lectionary reading for the week.   Please see this week’s “Thoughts On A 

Sunday” on the church website (to be added on Saturday), which contains 

Sunday's readings from Mathew’s Gospel and Acts telling of Jesus' 

Resurrection. 

 

Monday to Saturday 

We are now LIVE STREAMING Morning Prayer at 8.30am  Monday to 

Saturday on the church Facebook page (Follow the “More about this event” 

link on our webpage).   We continue to pray at home as a church family as we 

join in live as the vicar prays from the vicarage, or catch up later from the 

video or pray without technology, knowing that you are joining with those from 

the church family who are starting the day with prayer. 

You can find the daily Morning and Evening Prayer on the Church of England 

page here. You can also download the Daily Prayer app on your phone. 

You can also find the services of "Prayer during the day" and "Night Prayer 

(Compline)" if you would find it helpful to pray these prayers as well at a time 

that suits you.  

 

Worship from Our Diocese and the National Church 

Rochester Cathedral are sharing a daily act of worship for Holy Week.   These will be 
available on their website and Vimeo channel, and will include a reflection from each 
of the Archdeacons.   There will also be a service on Easter Sunday, including an 
Easter message from Bishop James.    
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury is publishing a reflection on Facebook and 
his website on the days of Holy week.   This includes an Easter message on Easter 
Day from 9am which can also be heard at 8.10am on Radio 4. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ug43vNL98cI&t=626s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3k75BBWBXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3Nun2L-yt8
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/service-and-events/events/652608/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/news/15541/thoughts-on-a-sunday-easter-sunday-12th-april-2020/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/news/15541/thoughts-on-a-sunday-easter-sunday-12th-april-2020/
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryswesterham/live/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer
https://www.rochestercathedral.org/worship-online
https://vimeo.com/user13242194
https://www.facebook.com/archbishopofcanterbury/
https://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/


“Worship From Home” - Our new page on our website is being updated most days 

with additional videos and links to resources to help you worship at home.   This now 

includes worship material from the Diocesan Children and Young People Mission 

and Ministry Team. 

 

“Virtual Coffee Time” - Tuesday 14th April at 10am to 11am.   Why not make a 

coffee, sit down at your laptop or iPad and see who else signs in at this time to chat 

with each other and with the vicar?   Encourage each other about what has been 

helpful during this challenging time, and help us think about what might be helpful for 

the church to provide after Easter.   Email - vicar.westerhamchurch@gmail.com - we 

can send you the log-in details.  

 

PCC Meeting - Thursday 16th April at 7.30pm.   We now understand that we cannot 

go ahead with an “on-line” PCC meeting, but members are still invited to log in at this 

time, using Zoom, to informally share ideas and concerns regarding how 'church' is 

operating in this new environment.    (There is no agenda, there will be no decisions 

taken or minutes.) 

 

The Church Website is up to date with all we are doing; please check it regularly as 

this is the best method of keeping everyone up to date, particularly as things are 

changing so quickly.   By necessity much of what we do is via the internet.   I know 

not everyone has access and so if you know of anyone who would appreciate the 

material we have, ask them to contact me and I will print and post it to them. 

 

 

I pray that God will bless you this Easter. 

 

Revd Kevin Barnard 

01959 563127   vicar.westerhamchurch@gmail.com 

 

 

* There are no Sunday services or midweek meetings at the church at the moment.   

Neither are we able to hold weddings, baptisms or funerals in church until further 

notice.   (Funerals can be held at the graveside and in crematoria, although there are 

limitations on numbers who can attend.)   This means that our building is fully closed; 

now also for private prayer and visitors. 

Our church office is closed, but Alyson has access to church documents and emails 

to which she is responding from home.   If you require a response via phone, please 

call the vicar. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/page/54713/view/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/page/54713/view/
https://www.rochester.anglican.org/under18s/survival-resources/family-worship-in-the-home/
https://www.rochester.anglican.org/under18s/survival-resources/family-worship-in-the-home/
mailto:vicar.westerhamchurch@gmail.com
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/
mailto:vicar.westerhamchurch@gmail.com

