
 

 

       March 22nd to 28th 

It is hard to believe the amount of change that has taken place over the last few days - it 

was only last Sunday when we met together.   Now, the newsletter sees very brief - 

there are no Sunday services or midweek meetings at the church.  This includes our 

planned events at Easter and our planned APCM which will not take place as 

advertised.     

 

However, to use some words from Bishop James "our work and ministry does not stop 

but will take new forms and expressions".   I have expressed this as an opportunity to 

consider what it is "to be church" rather than what it is "to go to church".   We will 

certainly be looking at how we can provide spiritual and pastoral support to our 

congregations and to Westerham in these unsettling and uncharted times. 

 

Our response is evolving, but at the moment we are planning: 

 

Sunday 

I encourage you to tune in to the National Virtual Church of England Service led by the 

Archbishop of Canterbury. With prayers, hymns and a short sermon the service will be 

broadcast on BBC Radio 4’s Sunday Worship at 8.10am and all local radio stations in 

England at 8am and will be available online at 9am on Sunday.   Like the Church of 

England’s Facebook page to be notified about the upcoming broadcast. 

 

Each Sunday I aim to share some thoughts with you based on the a lectionary reading 

for the week.    This week is Mothering Sunday.  Please look at this article on the church 

website, which contains Sunday's gospel reading and some thoughts for us all to 

consider during the week.   

 

Monday to Saturday 

Morning Prayer at 8.30am and Evening Prayer at 5.00pm.  

We invite you to pray at home with the same words at the same time as the vicar, from 

Monday to Saturday. 

You can find the daily Morning and Evening Prayer on the Church of England page here. 

You can also download the Daily Prayer app on your phone - it's available for both iOS 

and Android devices. 

 

You can also find the services of "Prayer during the day" and "Night Prayer (Compline)" 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/news/archbishop-canterbury-lead-first-national-virtual-church-england-service?utm_source=Daily+media+digest&utm_campaign=5c589d4156-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_201
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.facebook.com/thechurchofengland
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/news/12134/thoughts-on-a-sunday/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/16917/service-and-events/events-regular/
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer


if you would find it helpful to pray these prayers as well at a time that suits you. 

 

Every Day 

St Mary's Church building is open every day for private prayer. 

 

Foodbank 

This is a "Good News Story", which are in rather short supply - so thank you to Helen for 

sharing this one with us.... 

 

The Westerham Food Bank opened 5 years ago and, sad though it is, is still needed. 

 

The majority of our volunteers who make the whole operation work are over 70  (a few 

over 80!).  With the arrival of Covid-19, we were not sure how we were going to be able 

to continue.  We were pointed to a new Facebook page 'Westerham - Self isolating 

assistance', set up only on Monday to do what it says on the tin. 

 

So we posted a plea for help. Almost instantly there were more than a dozen responses 

offering help.  And ten new volunteers have turned up to help - and there are more who 

couldn't make it but are willing to help in future.  We are now confident that the Food 

Bank will be able to continue.   

 

There are so many good people around 

 

So please continue to donate food; the basket is in St Mary's Church building which is 

open during the day; the need is increasing (2 more referrals this week) and is likely to 

continue. 

 

Other People 

I encourage you to be good neighbours - phone those who might be lonely or need 

help.   Contact me if you are unable to offer help yourself. 

 

Finally, we pray: 

 

Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Revd Kevin Barnard 


