
This week’s news from St Mary’s: 5th —12th January 2020 

The Parish Church of  
St Mary the Virgin, Westerham 

From Justin Welby's new year 
message: “Let’s go for a heroic new 
year’s resolution. Let’s resolve to 
reconnect. To reach out to just one 
person we don’t know, or from whom 
we have drifted apart. Pick one 
person. Pick up the phone. Send them 
a text. Meet them for a cup of tea. 
Make that connection. Let’s begin cementing our unity one brick at a 
time.”  

In the Western churches, the Epiphany (‘manifestation’) became an 
occasion to celebrate one element in the story of Christ’s birth, the visit of 
the far-travelled magi, understood as the manifestation of Christ to the 
Gentiles. Matthew’s account speaks simply of ‘wise men from the east’; 
later tradition fixed their number at three, made them kings and recalled 
their resonant names – Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. In this perspective, 
Epiphanytide is an apt season to pray for the worldwide mission of the 
Church  (copyright Church of England). 

Messy Church, next Sunday, 12th January from 3.00—5.00pm. Please 
come and join us for craft activities, worship time and a marvellous tea. 
This month our theme will be difference and loving one another.  All are 
welcome. 

Confirmation (and Baptism): the Vicar will be leading a short course in 
January for those interested in baptism and confirmation, prior to the next 
local (Deanery) Confirmation Service on 23rd February 2020 at 6.30pm in 
Kippington, with Bishop Simon. If you have not been confirmed (or have 
not been baptised and confirmed), please let the Vicar know TODAY you if 
want to find out more, so we can arrange a time to meet and talk through 
what is involved, particularly if you are missing out sharing communion at 
St Mary's. 

Today’s readings, Epiphany: Psalm 72.10-15 (P586), Isaiah 60.1-6 (P746), 
Ephesians 3.1-12 (P1174), Matthew 2.1-12 (P966) (Page nos refer to pew 
bibles). 
 

The coming week 
 

Daily Prayer will take place on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 
from 8.30am—9.00am in the Resurrection Chapel. 
 

Monday 6th January: 2.00—4.00pm: Flower Guild AGM in the John Fryth Room 
Tuesday 7th January: 10am—12 noon: Coffee Time in the John Fryth Room 
                                       7.45pm: Bell ringing practice 
Friday 10th January: 6.45pm: Choir Practice 
Sunday 12th January: 8.00am: Holy Communion                         Revd Kevin Barnard 
1st of Epiphany         10.30am: Holy Communion                          Revd Kevin Barnard 
                                      Readings: Psalm 29, Isaiah 42.1-9, Acts 10.34-43,  
                                      Matthew 3.13-end  
                                      3.00—5.00pm: Messy Church 
 

Future Dates 
 

Sunday 2nd February: 6.30pm: Choral Evensong 
 

Thursday 23rd January: 7.30pm: Parochial Church Council Meeting. If you 
have any agenda items, please send them to the Parish Office by Monday 
13th January. Thank you. 
 

Sunday 9th February: 3.00—5.00pm: Messy Church 
 

From the Vicar and the Churchwardens: thank you to all who volunteer 
and give their time and talents throughout the year. Your help is very much 
appreciated and we look forward to continuing to work together. 

Diocesan Vacancy for a Community Engagement Advisor: further details 
available at the back of the church and on the porch noticeboard. 

Please send items for inclusion in the Newsletter to the Parish Office: 
westerhamchurch@gmail.com  

www.westerhamparishchurch.org.uk  
Follow us on Facebook - "Westerham Parish Church"  

 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk/justin-welby
https://www.facebook.com/stmaryswesterham/

