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January 2020: Services 

Sunday 5 January  8.00am Holy Communion 

Epiphany    9.45am Parish Eucharist 

        Family Service 

Sunday 12 January  9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Baptism of Christ 

Sunday 19 January  8.00am Holy Communion 

Epiphany 2    9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Sunday 26 January  9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Epiphany 3 

Sunday 2 February no services at St Peter’s today due to 

the cycle race. Join us at St Paul’s, Chichester for a Joint 

Eucharist Service at 10am. 

Wednesday 5 February 10am  Village Hall Eucharist 

        see p 8 

 

Pastoral Care 
If you would like to speak to a priest please contact the Associate Rector, 

the Revd Rachel Hawes, or, if she is not available, the Revd Simon 

Holland. (Contact details on front cover). There is also a Pastoral Care 

Helpline operated by volunteers at St Paul’s Church. Call 07843 719594, 

leave a message and they will respond within 48hrs. 



 

 

Associate Rector’s Letter 

Dear Friends 

I do hope you all had a lovely Christmas and that, for you, it fulfilled all 

expectations. Christmas is a time when Christians celebrate the coming of the 

Christ Child into the world and when we give thanks for the light He sheds, 

even in our darkest places. 

In personal terms, hopefully, it is a time to be glad - to see friends and family; 

to celebrate; to give and receive and to enjoy the holiday and the opportunity 

to relax. 

Of course, I’m aware that it is not always that straightforward. Sometimes 

families are not perfect places to be; sometimes illness or tragedy hits at 

Christmas; and for some there are no family or friends to share the season 

with. Great festivals like Christmas can be particularly poignant times for those 

who are lonely. For Jesus and His family, life was hard from the very beginning. 

He was born in poverty and almost immediately became a refugee. His family 

was forced to flee into Egypt to escape King Herod’s attempts to kill him (see 

Matthew 2: 13-23). This story will resonate particularly with those (especially 

those children) who were forced to spend Christmas exiled from their own 

country and in the squalor of refugee camps. 

In the Church’s liturgical calendar, we are about to enter the season of 

Epiphany. The Feast of the Epiphany is on 6th January but many churches, 

including St Peter’s, will celebrate it the day before, on Sunday 5th. 

The word epiphany means ‘to show’; in the sense of ‘to make plain’ or ‘to 

reveal’. What we celebrate at Epiphany is a revelation – God’s revelation of 

Himself. 

The central Bible text for Epiphany is the story (which appears only in the 

Gospel of Matthew) of the wise men, who come from the East, following a 

star, and seeking, “…the child who has been born King of the Jews.” They are 

mysterious, these visitors. The Gospel text tells us very little about them (not 



 

 

even how many there were) although later Christian tradition has 

surrounded them with considerable detail. They have been called 

‘Magi’ (from magoi, ‘magician’) and ‘Kings’. Their number is said to be 

three; deduced presumably from the three gifts they bring. They have 

even acquired names: Caspar, Balthasar and Melchior – and by tradition 

Melchior is black skinned. In fact, they were probably not ‘magicians’ or 

‘kings’, more likely they were astrologers or priests – perhaps of the 

Zoroastrian religion. At any rate that they are learned men – observers 

of the heavens and interpreters of dreams. They come from the East; 

again, it is not clear exactly where – perhaps Persia, eastern Syria or 

Arabia. The point the Gospel writer is making is that they come from 

the non-Jewish world – they are Gentiles. They represent the spiritual 

and intellectual elite of the Gentile world, in all its racial diversity – 

searching; following the light of a star and wanting to worship a new king 

– “the King of the Jews”. 

The prophets of Israel had long foretold the coming of a new King or 

Messiah, who would save the Jewish people from oppression and 

conflict. These exotic travellers do not speak the language of Jewish 

Messianic expectation because they come from another country and 

another culture – and yet, essentially, they seek the same thing as the 

Jews. These strangers are rewarded by a most extraordinary Epiphany – 

God’s showing (his revelation) of himself, in utter vulnerability and 

weakness; a tiny child, born to a poor family and helpless in an animal 

feeding trough. 

There is a lesson here; especially in these times of increasing nationalism 

and populism. The Epiphany story reminds us that, under the skin, we all 

share a common humanity and we seek essentially the same things: a 

meaning and purpose to life; a sense of being loved and valued; a wish to 

make connection with something beyond ourselves. God reveals himself 

to the Magi sharing fully in all the messiness and complexity of the human 

condition – a king, whose kingdom is the whole world, yet born in a 



 

 

stable. He is the light, shining in the world’s darkness and a Saviour who brings 

his salvation to all people. There is a radical inclusiveness revealed in God’s 

Epiphany. 

So, at this point in the year when, perhaps, the light seems farthest from us, 

we remind ourselves that, more than two thousand years ago, it shone in the 

darkness of a draughty stable and that it shines still in our midst, for the 

darkness has not overcome it. Christmas may be over but we still carry its 

promise and joy in our hearts and soon the season will turn and the new 

growth of Spring will appear and with it the longer days and, I hope, a sense of 

the spirit quickening. 

A very happy new year to you all! 

With every blessing, 

Rachel 

 

To celebrate Bible Sunday, last October, St Peter’s 

invited a guest speaker to join us during our morning 

service. Canon David Isherwood gave an inspiring talk 

about the work of Bible Society. We learnt that for 

over 200 years Bible Society has been working to bring the Bible to life; to 

help people around the world engage with it, relate to it and make sense of it. 

Today, one of the ways in which they do this is through their ‘A Bible a Month’ 

scheme whereby Bibles are translated and distributed around the world 

especially in China, the Middle East and Southern Africa. Just £10 a month can 

provide two Bibles to be translated and sent abroad. 

At the last meeting, the PCC agreed to donate £10 monthly to ‘A Bible a 

Month’ which they believe is a very worthwhile commitment; one which 

complements the work the ‘Open the Book’ team are already doing to 

support the work of Bible Society. We will be kept up-to-date with the impact 

our donation is having through a regular ‘Bible a Month’ prayer letter. (This 

letter may also be downloaded from the Bible Society website). 



 

 

QUIZ NIGHT 

on  

Saturday 1st February 2020 

6.30pm - 9.30pm 

at 

Westhampnett Community Hall 

PO19 0FP 

 

Teams of up to six people 

£10 per head* 

 

Includes a light supper 

Bring your own drinks 

Raffle 

 

Tickets available now 

Contact Rachael Osborne 01243 527834 

or Jane Stone 01243 528860 

or janemorrish@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Proceeds towards the maintenance of 

St. Peter's Church. Westhampnett 



 

 

Carol Singing around the Village 

On 19th and 20th December a group of St Peter’s parishioners and 

friends braved the elements and took tidings comfort and joy to the 

people of Westhampnett village. 

On Thursday 19th we were joined by a lovely accordion player and 

on Friday a beautiful brass ensemble. 

The children of the village came out in droves and we were able to 

chat with them about our forthcoming crib service. 

We concluded by inviting villagers in for mulled wine and mince pies. 



 

 

Events in and around Westhampnett 

 

Village Hall Eucharist and Coffee Morning 

Join us for our monthly Village Hall Eucharist and Coffee Morning. 

This short service of Holy Communion in the new Village Hall at 

Westhampnett, followed by coffee and cake, is held on the first 

Wednesday of each month - the next one will be on 5th February. 

The service starts at 10.00am and lasts about 30 mins. with coffee 

and cake served from 10.30 onwards. Do come and join us and 

meet your neighbours. You are welcome to come just for 

coffee at 10.30 - we would love to see you! Mum's and 

small children most welcome.  

 

Mothers’ Union 

Mothers’ Union will be meeting at St Paul’s, Chichester on 

Thursday 16 January 2020 at 10am for Eucharist and, after coffee, 

for their AGM. 

 

Westhampnett WI  

Westhampnett WI meetings are now held in the new Community 

Hall on Stane Street. Our meeting this month is at 2pm on 

Thursday 16th January when our speaker will be from Macmillan 

Cancer Support. We welcome enquiries and hope that the change 

in time and place will open us up to more members. Please contact 

Ann Kent on 01243 784326 for information about us and what we 

do. 


