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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

Happy New Year everyone. 

 

By the time you read this Thought, we will know the result.   

 

Carry on reading.   

 

I’m not talking about the election; I am talking about The 

Apprentice.  Wednesday night has become compulsive 

viewing.  Which one will get fired this week, will it be a 

double firing?  With the help of clever editing and engineered 

arguments, someone falls by the wayside until eventually 

there is only one winner and a life changing opportunity for 

someone to become successful.  So how many will look on 

with envy on the one who succeeds, but what about those who 

don’t come up to the benchmark?   

 

In the song ‘We are the Champions’ by Queen, it has the 

words ‘No time for losers’, well it’s a good job Jesus did 

otherwise very few of us would be around today.  God’s gift 



to us at Christmastime tells us ‘You’re hired, not fired’.  A 

gift that came to give not take, one that unites not divides, one 

that does not judge, one that brings hope, salvation and 

changes lives in a world that sometimes feels very broken.   

 

There was no fanfare, no worldwide stage, just the glory of 

God coming amongst us.  In the words of the carol ‘How 

silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given’.  The 

Apprentice transforms one life, the Christ child changed 

many.   

 

Over the Christmas period, many people will be helping those 

who are in need, transforming their day to day lives, and that 

is part of the Christmas message.  So often in the Gospels, we 

find Jesus being with those who have little or no credibility or 

who are on the margin of society.  How often do we hear 

people say in the word of politics or business ‘Why don’t they 

come and see what goes on in the real world’? 

 

God sent His son as one of us, to demonstrate His love and 

identity with us.  Who will win The Apprentice?  Who 

knows?  But through God’s sacrificial love at Christmas, 

transformed by the cross at Easter, we are worthy no matter 

what our past, social standing or our wealth.  For in Christ as 

Paul puts it ‘We are made anew’. 

 

A Happy and Peaceful New Year to you All. 

 

Gary Jones 

 

 



READINGS 

Sunday 5th January 2020 

Epiphany 

08.30am (HC)  Isaiah 60:1-6 & Matthew 2:1-12 

10.00am (HC)         As 08.30am  

6.30pm (EP)            As 08.30am 

 

Sunday 12th January 2020 

Baptism of Christ and First Sunday of Epiphany 

08.30am (HC)  Acts 10:30-43 & Matthew 3:13–17 

10.00am (HC)  Exodus 16:11-18 & John 6: 28-35 

6.30pm (HC)  As 08.30am 

 

Sunday 19th January 2020 

Second Sunday of Epiphany 

08.30am (HC)  Psalm 40:1-12 & John 1:29-42 

10.00am (MP)  Psalm 104:10-15 & Matthew 13:31-33 

6.30pm (EP)  As 08.30am        

 

Sunday 26th January 2020 

Third Sunday of Epiphany 

08.30am (HC)  Isaiah 9:1-4 & Matthew 4:12-23 

10.00am (HC)  Genesis 1:1-5 & John 4:27-38 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DATE  TIME WHAT & WHERE - If not Church 

Sat 4th Jan 9.00am Men’s and Ladies Breakfast - Farmhouse 

Sun 5th Jan 8.30am  Holy Communion 

   10.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00am   FIG Communion - Hall 

6.30pm Evensong 

Mon 6th Jan 2.00pm Silver Screen 

Wed 8th Jan 9.30am  Morning Prayer 

10.30am  Coffee and Craft 

Thur 9th Jan 11.00am  Holy Communion – Chapel 

Sun 12th Jan 8.30am  Holy Communion 

   10.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00am   FIG Family - Hall 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

Tue 14th Jan 10.00am  Messy Church - Hall 

Wed 15th Jan 9.30am  Morning Prayer 

10.30am  Coffee and Craft 

Thur 16th Jan 11.00am  Holy Communion – Chapel 

   2.30pm Ladies Bible Study – 56 Bell Lane 

                        3.30pm    After School Church - Gorseland 

Sun 19th Jan 8.30am  Holy Communion 

   9.15am  Breakfast Special – Hall 

10.00am   Morning Prayer 

   6.30pm Evensong 

Mon 20th Jan 2.00pm  Silver Games  

Tue 21st Jan 10.00am  Sing, Sign & Play – Hall 

Wed 22nd Jan 9.30am  Morning Prayer 

10.30am  Coffee and Craft 

Thur 23rd Jan 11.00am  Holy Communion – Chapel 

 

 



Sun 26th Jan 8.30am  Holy Communion 

                        10.00am  Holy Communion 

   10.00am  FIG Family – Hall 

          6.30pm No Service All Saints 

6.30pm Unity Service - Rushmere Baptist Church. 

Tues 28th Jan 10.00am  Messy Church - Hall 

Wed 29th Jan 9.30am  Morning Prayer 

10.30am  Coffee and Craft 

Thur 30th Jan 11.00am  Holy Communion – Chapel 

                    3.30pm   After School Church - Gorseland 

 

BAPTISMS 

8.12.19 – Ella Louise King 

 

FUNERALS 

27.11.19 - Gerald Cutting 

 

CHRISTINGLE PROCEEDS 

Many thanks to all those who joined us for our three 

Christingle Services. It is always a joy to see so many of you! 

Thank you for supporting us at Christingle, your kind 

donations raised the total of £273.34 to go to Children’s 

Society! 

 

OUR NEW WEBSITE 

Our new website is now up and running and can be found by 

visiting www.askesgrave.org Please do bear with us as this is 

still very much a work in progress but we felt it was important 

for it to begin to be rolled out as we all continue to make 

changes and improve on giving everyone as much access as 

possible to everything we have on offer.   

http://www.askesgrave.org/


As this will continue to be an ongoing project if anyone has 

any time/skills or advice that they can offer on the ongoing 

development and maintenance of our website then please do 

speak to Robin or email parishadministrator@askesgrave.org 

 

MEN’S & LADIES BREAKFAST 

Our first breakfast of the New Year will take place on 4th 

January 2020 at the Farmhouse. All ages are welcome. 

 

SILVER SCREEN 

Our first Silver Screen of the Year will take place on  

6th January 2020 at 2.00pm – 4.00pm, we will be showing 

“The Monuments Men”. Join us for the opportunity to spend 

time with likeminded people and enjoy tea, cake & themed 

snacks. 

 

During World War II, the Nazis steal countless pieces of art 

and hide them away. Some over-the-hill art scholars, 

historians, architects and other experts form a unit to retrieve 

as many of the stolen masterpieces as possible. The mission 

becomes even more urgent when the team learns about 

Hitler's "Nero Decree," which orders destruction of the 

artworks if the Third Reich falls. Caught in a race against 

time, the men risk their lives to protect some of mankind's 

greatest achievements. 

 

For more details contact parishadministrator@askesgrave.org 

or Natalie Lawrence on 07737821034 
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MOTHERS' UNION  

We meet again on January 28th 2020 for a Communion 

Service and AGM. We look forward to seeing everyone again 

in the New Year. Thank you everyone for the gifts for FIND. 

There were so many we have taken them in two journeys. 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

Thank you to everyone who brought gifts for FIND. I was 

overwhelmed. I'm sure the people receiving them will be 

thrilled. 

Jenny Spittle. 

 

SILVER GAMES 

Our next Silver Games will be on Monday 20th January 2020. 

We would love for you to join us as usual from 2.00pm - 

4.00pm, come along and enjoy an afternoon of traditional 

games. How about a game of draughts or scrabble OR why not 

try our new favourite – Mexican Train Dominos!?  

Whatever your interest there is sure to be something for 

everybody.  If you don’t get too engrossed in your game there 

will also be tea, coffee and cakes. 

For more info contact Chris or Mike Bryer on 01473 611143 

 

SILVER CAFÉ 

Our next Silver Café will take place on 16th February 2020 at 

4.00pm. All welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 



AMAZON SMILE 

Good news! AmazonSmile is now available in the Amazon 

Shopping App to all AmazonSmile customers using supported 

Android devices. You can use the below copy and instructions 

to share the good news with your supporters!  

 

If you are an AmazonSmile customer, you can now support 

Kesgrave Church Of England Charity in the Amazon 

shopping app on your Android device! Simply follow these 

instructions to turn on AmazonSmile and start generating 

donations. 

 

If you have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, 

open the App on your Android device. View Settings and 

select AmazonSmile. Follow the in App instructions to 

complete the process.   

 

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping 

App, update your App. Click here for instructions. 

AmazonSmile is not currently available for iOS users. We 

will notify AmazonSmile charities when it becomes available. 

Access your Marketing Tools 

https://org.amazon.co.uk/signout 

 

If you have any problems regarding this please contact Karen 

Turner - karenturner2303@gmail.com 
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THE ASK JOURNAL 

Last month we said a fond farewell to Parish Administrator 

Charlotte Markham, wishing her well with a new job 

opportunity at her former place of work. 

 

As we start this New Year, we are delighted to welcome 

Natalie Lawrence into the role.  I caught up with Natalie to 

find out a bit more about how she came to accept the post, and 

her hopes for the role in the future. 

 

“I came to London from Ukraine in 2002 as a student, hoping 

to learn more about the culture in the UK. I met Carl, who 

was commuting between Ipswich and London for work, and 

everything changed!  I decided to stay in this country, moved 

to Suffolk, we married in 2008, and then a year after that our 

Daughter was born. We contacted our local church, All Saints, 

to arrange for Sophia to be baptised, and we instantly liked the 

church and how accepting it is.  The people were so kind and 

friendly, and we gradually became more involved in the life 

of the church.  I started attending ‘Saints and Signers’ (now 

Sing, Sign & Play) with Sophia which we really enjoyed, and 

we made lots of new friends.  Since then we have become 

regular attendees at All Saints, and when our sons Max and 

Alex arrived too, we continued to attend the singing group 

and Messy Church. We enjoy coming to church and the boys 

especially loved to create something for the ‘Lego of the 

Week’ in FIG Family!  We love the way that Vicar Robin 

tries to find common interests with the children to involve 

them, and that they are always encouraged so much. 

 



I have been a full time Mum since Sophia was born, but now 

that our youngest has started school, there was suddenly more 

time to think, ‘What is next for me?’  I feel as if I have been 

on a journey, and that this opportunity wasn’t just presented to 

me – it was God given.  I am honoured and excited to accept 

the role of Parish Administrator, and am looking forward to 

getting to know everyone and more about the role.  I have 

been so encouraged by Charlotte – she has taken me under her 

wing over the past few weeks when I have shadowed her, and 

I can’t thank her enough for her time in preparing me for the 

role, and telling me ‘You’ll be fine!’   

 

I’ll try my best to be as helpful as I can be over the coming 

weeks! Please don’t hesitate to discuss anything with me and 

I’ll try to the best of my knowledge to answer any queries.  

Please do bear with me though as this is a new learning 

process for me! 

Jennie Fidler 

 

ALL SAINTS CONTACT DETAILS 

Vicar    Rev Robin Spittle  01473 623388 

     robinspittle@btinternet.com 

Assistant Priest   Rev Chris Nunn        01473 622363 

     revchrisnunn@gmail.com  

Assistant Curate  Rev Gary Jones    01473 412329 

Parish Administrator  Natalie Lawrence 07737821034 

     parishadministrator@askesgrave.org 

Lay Readers    Martyn Shakespeare 01473 610367 

     Sally Wainman    01473 414853 

Youth Worker   Ollie Scase  07484 254534 

Children’s Worker  Jennie Fidler  07584420729 

     jenniefidler@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:revchrisnunn@gmail.com
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mailto:jenniefidler@yahoo.co.uk


Church Wardens  Karen Turner  01473 611472 

     Karenturner2303@gmail.com 

     Bob Bullamore    01473 729586 

     Bob.bullamore@gmail.com 

Deputy Church Warden Helen Wittgreffe       07825 004585 

     helen.wittgreffe@btinternet.com  

Hall Bookings   Bob Theobald  01473 620709 

Prayer Chain   Sybil Holbrook    01473 805304 

 

 

KESGRAVE LIBRARY NEWS 

Happy New Year to all our customers. Thank you for all your 

support during 2019. We look forward to seeing you in 2020. 

 

Sunday Crafts (11 – 12 noon, after church) – The following 

craft activities will be taking place during January: 

 

Sunday 5th– It’s Jumpstart January in all the libraries this 

month.  

Create your own Wellbeing bird and draw on its feathers what 

makes you happy; 

 

Sunday 12th – It’s wintertime. Create a snowman picture to 

brighten up your room; 

 

Sunday 19th – Yesterday was Winnie the Pooh day. Pop 

along and make your own Winnie the Pooh to celebrate; 

 

Sunday 26th– Design a lion mask. How loud can you roar? 

Activities are free. Parents must stay with under eights. 

There’s no need to book – just turn up and have a go.  



 

 

Free Wordplay Sessions – every Thursday.  

Tot Rock - 9.45am – 10.15am 

BabyBounce - 10.30am – 11.00am 

Free Story Time Sessions – every Friday 9.45am – 10.15am 

(term Time Only). This session combines stories and rhymes. 

All welcome. Why not pop along? 

 

Other Library Events for January 2020 

Lego Club Every Tuesday afternoon (Term Time) 3.45pm – 

4.45pm. Parents must stay with under 8s. The themes this 

month are 07/01 – Monsters, 14/01 – Snowmen, 21/01 – 

Winnie the Pooh and Friends, 28/01 – What makes you 

happy? No need to book. Just pop along!  This is a free 

activity. 

 

Knit and Natter - 08/01 & 22/01/2020 - 2.30pm. £1.00 - tea, 

coffee and mince pies provided. Welcome to all new 

members. 

 

Afternoon Book Group - 02/01/2020 - 2.45pm. They are 

currently reading Secrets of the Homefront Girls by Kate 

Thompson. 

 

Evening Book Group - 23/01/2020 – 7.00pm. They are 

currently reading Around the World in 80 Trains by Monisha 

Rajesh. 



If you are interested in joining any of the groups, please ring 

or speak to a member of staff 

 

Evening Book Group – Love reading but always read the 

same authors and genres? Why not try something different in 

the new year? We currently have spaces in our evening book 

group. The group meets one Thursday evening a month at 

7.00pm to discuss their current read and chose a new book for 

the next month. If you are interested, please contact the 

library. 

 

Jump Start January – all through this month, the library will 

have a wellbeing and mindfulness display, a jigsaw to 

complete whilst in the library and colouring for customers to 

take part in.  

 

Sutton Hoo Road Show – we are also hoping that Sutton  

Hoo will be coming along to the library during January. They 

will be bringing along some of their amazing artefacts for 

customers to view. Please look out for posters, as the date still 

needs to be confirmed.  

 

Congratulations to Kesgrave Library 

And the WINNERS are ...Kesgrave Library Community 

Group! 

 

Congratulations to Kesgrave Library Community Group, 

KLCG, on winning the Volunteer Team Award 2019 

presented by Suffolk libraries at a special ‘People’s 

Champions’ award ceremony. The Award was given ‘For the 

exceptional contribution to the range of services and activities 

provided by the library, making a significant impact on the 

local community.’ 



And the winner of ‘The Innovation Award’ is Gemma 

Southwood, a parent at the Library and member of the KLCG 

who as a busy Mum conceived of the idea of a Reading 

Challenge for Grown Ups to coincide with the Summer 

Reading Challenge 2019. Aims included making time for 

oneself as well as being a good role model for children. A 

clever, simple and successful idea. 

 

Library Opening Times 

Kesgrave Library, Kinsey House, Kays Close, Kesgrave will 

be open: 

Monday          9am to 12 noon 

Tuesday          9am to 12 noon & 2.30pm to 5pm 

Wednesday     2.30pm to 6pm 

Thursday        2.30pm to 8pm 

Friday            9am to 12noon & 2.30pm to 6pm 

Saturday          10am to 5pm 

Sunday   10am to 3pm 

 

Maggie Lusher    

Kesgrave Library Manager 

Tel: 01473 626103 

www.suffolklibraries.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FINAL WORD 

Thanks for taking the time to read this edition, please don’t forget 

to provide us with feedback. 

 

Due to the new legislation on May 25th we can only continue to 

send you information by email if you have granted permission. If 

you have previously received this by email and had not replied to 

say you wish to continue to receive it then you will no longer 

receive it in this way.  If you would like to receive this Newsletter 

by email please email parishadministrator@askesgrave.org to be 

added to the distribution list. You will be welcome to unsubscribe 

at any time. Your e-mail address will not be passed on to third 

parties. 

Alternatively it is available on our website (see below) or, in 

paper form from either the Library or the 2nd Stop Shop. 

 

For a further explanation of any of our activities please contact 

Rev Robin Spittle (623388) or robinspittle@btinternet.com 

Our Website- 

https://www.askesgrave.org 

You can also like us on Facebook – 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/All-Saints-Church-

Kesgrave/583167891794217?fref=ts 

Or keep up to date with news and services on our A Church Near 

You Page – 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2061/ 

Issue 65 available from 26th January 2020 – please note should 

you wish to have something included in this issue the deadline is 

21st January 2020. 
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