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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

What do you think about camping? For myself I struggle with 

the idea of paying money to live in in primitive conditions 

having left behind (already paid for) items like my Sky box! 

Having said that I do have to admit I did find a three-week 

holiday with Eurocamp in France a very relaxing and 

refreshing time. 

In John’s reference to the Christmas story we read these 

words: -  

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us …... full of 

grace and truth” (John 1:14) 



The Greek work behind “dwelt” is defined thus: - to encamp 

that is (figuratively) to occupy (as a mansion) or (specifically) 

to reside (as God did in the Tabernacle of old a symbol for 

protection and communion) to dwell.” 

The Commentator Macarthur writes this about it: - “The term 

recalls to mind the OT tabernacle where God met with Israel 

before the temple was constructed (Ex 25:8). It was called the 

“tent of meeting” …… where “the LORD used to speak to 

Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend” (Ex 

33:11). In the NT, God chose to dwell among His people in a 

far more personal way through becoming a human being.” 

This Christmas let us both sing of the wonder of this truth 

through our Carols and resolve to meet regularly with Jesus 

ourselves. To not do so would be the spiritual equivalent of 

receiving an invitation to tea with the Queen and not even 

bothering to reply, let alone go. 

Happy camping! 

Season’s blessings for you all 

Robin  

 

READINGS 

Sunday 1st December - First Sunday of Advent  

(Lectionary Year A) 

8.30am (HC)  Isaiah 2:1-5 & Matthew 24:36-44 

10.00am (HC)  As 08.30am 

4.00pm           Christingle 

5.00pm                    After Hours Service 

6.30pm (EP)  As 8.30am 

 

 

 

 



Sunday 8th December - Second Sunday of Advent 

8.30am (HC)          Isaiah 11:1-10 & Matthew 3:1-12 

10.00am (HC)         As 8.30am 

6.30pm (HC)           As 8.30am 

 

Sunday 15th December - Third Sunday of Advent 

8.30am (HC)  James 5:7-11 & Matthew 11:2-11 

10.00am   Carol Service 

5.00pm         Community Carols 

 

Sunday 22nd December - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

8.30am (HC)  Revelation 22:1-7 & Matthew 1:18-25 

10.00am   Breakfast Special with Nativity  

6.30pm        Nine Lessons and Carols by Candlelight 

 

24th December - Christmas Eve 

Crib Services at 3pm, 4pm and 5pm 

10.00pm (HC) "Midnight Service" Hebrews 1:1-4 &                   

Luke 2:1-7 

11.30pm (HC)     Midnight Service - As 10.00pm readings 

 

25th December - Christmas Day 

8.30am (HC)  Hebrews 1:1-4 & Luke 2:1-7 

10.00am (AAS) Luke 2:1-7 

 

Sunday 29th December - First Sunday of Christmas 

8.30am (HC)  Psalm 96:1-6 & 11-13 

                     Luke 2:8-21 

10.00am (AAM) Luke 2:8-21 

 

 

 

 



DATE  TIME WHAT & WHERE - If not Church 

Sun 1st Dec 8.30am  Holy Communion 

   10.00am Holy Communion 

   10.00am  FIG Communion - Hall 

   4.00pm Christingle 

   5.00pm After Hours - Kesgrave 

   6.30pm Evensong   

Tues 3rd Dec 10.00am  Sing, Sign & Play - Hall 

Wed 4th Dec 9.30am  Morning Prayer 

10.30am  Coffee and Craft 

Thur 5th Dec 11.00am  Holy Communion – Chapel 

Fri 6th Dec 7.30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Sat 7th Dec 9.00am  Men’s & Ladies Breakfast - Farmhouse 

Sun 8th Dec 8.30am  Holy Communion 

   10.00am  Holy Communion 

10.00am   FIG Family 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

Mon 9th Dec 2.00pm Silver Screen 

Tues 10th Dec  10.00am  Messy Church – Hall 

   2.15pm Mothers Union – Carol Service 

Wed 11th Dec 9.30am  Morning Prayer 

10.30am  Coffee and Craft 

7.30pm Youth House Group 

Thur 12th Dec 9.00am  Cedarwood School Nativity 

11.00am  No Holy Communion - Cancelled 

   2.30pm Ladies Bible Study – 56 Bell Lane 

   3.30pm After School Church - Gorseland  

Fri 13th Dec 7.30pm Choir Rehearsal  

Sat 14th Dec 8.30am  Prayer Breakfast 

 

 



Sun 15th Dec 8.30am  Holy Communion 

   10.00am FIG Family Christmas - Hall 

10.00am  Carol Service    

4.00pm Silver Cafe 

5.00pm  Community Carols 

Mon 16th Dec 2.00pm Silver Games  

Tues 17th Dec 10.00am  Messy Church & SS&P Party - Hall  

Wed 18th Dec 9.30am  Morning Prayer 

10.30am  Coffee and Craft 

Thur 19th Dec 11.00am  Holy Communion – Chapel 

Fri 20th Dec 7.30pm Choir Rehearsal 

Sun 22nd Dec 8.30am  Holy Communion 

9.15am   Breakfast Special with Nativity-Hall 

10.00am  Nativity 

6.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols by Candlelight 

Tues 24th Dec 3.00pm  Crib Service - bring a torch 

4.00pm  Crib Service – bring a torch 

5.00pm  Crib Service - bring a torch 

10.00pm “Midnight Communion” 

11.30pm  Midnight Communion  

Wed 25th Dec 8.30am Holy Communion without hymns 

10.00am All Age Service – bring your favourite Present 

Thur 26th Dec 11.00am No Service 

Sun 29th Dec 8.30am  Holy Communion 

   10.00am  All Age Multimedia 

   6.30pm No Service 

 

BAPTISMS 

22nd September 2019 – Arthur Hugh Gasson 

22nd September 2019 – Thea Octavia Kemp 

20th October 2019 - Teddy Richard Nicholson 



MOTHERS' UNION 

Our speaker for November 26th will be Andrew Beal who will be 

telling us about his work with the Mayors of Ipswich and Civic 

Roll. We are always pleased to see visitors to our afternoons. 

As well as collecting hats etc. we are giving gifts to FIND this 

Christmas. Please if you have any gifts could you bring them to 

the November meeting preferably in a gift bag with a label 

attached to indicate the age of the recipient so we can deliver 

them early in December. 

Our annual Christmas Carol Service will take place on Tuesday 

10th December at 2.15pm. 

Jenny 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

This year we will be giving our gifts to FIND. As well as food 

and luxury items such as tins of biscuits/sweets/chocolates they 

would like to give gifts as well. These should be placed in an 

unwrapped festive gift bag with a label attached. On Sunday 

November 24th there will be a tree in church with labels attached 

for anyone to choose a label and purchase the appropriate gift.  

The deadline for returning gifts to church will be 8th December. 

Thank you. 

Jenny. 

 

POSADA 

The Posada will begin its’ journey around the Parish starting on 

Sunday 1st December. We look forward to following Mary, 

Joseph and the Donkey so if they are staying with you and your 

family overnight or if you see them during a service or 

somewhere in the community please do take a photo and post it to 

our facebook page.  

 

 



MEN’S & LADIES FESTIVE BREAKFAST 

The festive season is upon us again and as per last year we would 

encourage those of you who wish, to dig out your Christmas 

jumpers/dresses/ties etc. ready for our Men’s and Ladies 

Breakfast in the Farmhouse on Saturday 7th December 2019. All 

ages welcome. 

 

Our first breakfast of the New Year will take place on 4th January 

2020.   

 

SILVER SCREEN 

Once again our apologies for the late change to last months Silver 

Screen, please note that The Book Thief will now be shown in 

January.  

 

Our final Silver Screen of 2019 will be on 9th December and we 

will be showing It’s a Wonderful life. As usual you will have an 

opportunity to spend time with likeminded people whilst enjoying 

some festive treats. 

 

The film is about George Bailey a small-town man whose life 

seems so desperate he contemplates suicide. He had always 

wanted to leave Bedford Falls to see the world, but circumstances 

and his own good heart have led him to stay. He sacrificed his 

education for his brother's, kept the family-run savings and loan 

afloat, protected the town from the avarice of the greedy banker 

Mr. Potter, and married his childhood sweetheart. As he prepares 

to jump from a bridge, his guardian angel intercedes; showing 

him what life would have become for the residents of Bedford 

Falls if he had never lived. 

 

For more details contact parishadministrator@askesgrave.org or 

Charlotte Markham on 07711013614. 

mailto:parishadministrator@askesgrave.org


PRAYER BREAKFAST - CHURCH 

On Saturday 14th December 2019 we will be holding a prayer 

breakfast in church. Why not come and join us during this festive 

season as we Pray for the many services that will take place over 

the coming days and for the many people who will come into the 

building, maybe for the first time. 

 

Join us for a Continental style Breakfast from 8.30am - 9.00am 

offering Tea, Coffee, Toast, etc. Our Time of Prayer will follow 

this from 9.00am - 10.00am. All welcome, please feel free just to 

join us for the prayer. 

 

For further information contact Mike Bryer on 01473 611143 

 

SILVER CAFÉ 

Our next Silver Café will take place on 15th December at 4.00pm. 

All welcome, prior to our Community Carols Service at 5.00pm 

 

SILVER GAMES 

Our next Silver Games will be on Monday 16th December 2019.  

 

We would love for you to join us as usual from 2.00pm - 4.00pm, 

come along and enjoy an afternoon of traditional games, How 

about a game of draughts or scrabble OR why not try our new 

favourite – Mexican Train Dominos!?  

 

Whatever your interest there is sure to be something for everybody.  

If you don’t get too engrossed in your game there will also be tea, 

coffee and cakes. 

 

For more info contact Chris or Mike Bryer on 01473 611143 

 

 



BREAKFAST SPECIAL AND NATIVITY SERVICE 

Come along to our Breakfast Special and Nativity on Sunday 22nd 

December at 9.15am.  

 

Breakfast from 9.15am, service from 10.00am.  

 

No rehearsals Children simply need to turn up on the day dressed 

as a shepherd, "King" or Angel to take part (adults are welcome 

to “dress up” too). For anyone who doesn’t have a costume, we 

also have a number of costumes for you to borrow on the day. 

 

For those of you not wishing to dress up in Nativity attire but  

wanting to join in with the fun, we are supporting Christmas  

jumper day. Come along in your Christmas jumper and donate  

£1 to Save the Children 

 

PLEASE NOTE – The service will start and finish in the Church 

Hall, but travel with the congregation to Bethlehem (in the 

Church) for the main service. There will also be a service that 

starts in Church at 10.00am but will remain in church for those of 

you who prefer to stay in one place. 

 

SCOUT CHRISTMAS LUNCH 

A small group of us from 1st Kesgrave Scout Group intend to 

provide a Christmas Lunch, on Wednesday 25th December 2019 

at Kesgrave Scout Hall. 

 

This event, as in previous years, will be for Kesgrave residents 

who may not have the good fortune to spend Christmas Day with 

family or friends.  

 

I'm writing to ask if you, or anyone in your Church Community, 

would be able to distribute some of our application forms, to 



people who you think would like the opportunity to attend this 

event.  

 

Any help with the above request will be greatly appreciated. 

Kind regards  

Judith Francis 

1st Kesgrave Scout Group Booking Secretary  

Mob: 07923 574990 

 

OUR NEW WEBSITE 

Our new website is now up and running and can be found by 

visiting www.askesgrave.org Please do bear with us as this is still 

very much a work in progress but we felt it was important for it to 

begin to be rolled out as we all continue to make changes and 

improve on giving everyone as much access as possible to 

everything we have on offer.   

As this will continue to be an ongoing project if anyone has any 

time/skills or advice that they can offer on the ongoing 

development and maintenance of our website then please do 

speak to Robin or email parishadministrator@askesgrave.org 

 

SACRISTAN DUTIES  

We are currently preparing our Rota for 2020 and are looking for 

new volunteers to be part of this team of people. Ideally duties 

need to be performed on a Thursday morning, you would be on 

duty for a month at a time once or twice a year.  If you are 

interested email parishadministrator@askesgrave.org 

 

AMAZON SMILE 

Good news! AmazonSmile is now available in the Amazon 

Shopping App to all AmazonSmile customers using supported 

Android devices. You can use the below copy and instructions to 

share the good news with your supporters!  

http://www.askesgrave.org/
mailto:parishadministrator@askesgrave.org
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If you are an AmazonSmile customer, you can now support 

Kesgrave Church Of England Charity in the Amazon shopping 

app on your Android device! Simply follow these instructions to 

turn on AmazonSmile and start generating donations. 

If you have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App, open 

the App on your Android device. View Settings and select 

AmazonSmile. Follow the in App instructions to complete the 

process.   

 

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping 

App, update your App. Click here for instructions. AmazonSmile 

is not currently available for iOS users. We will notify 

AmazonSmile charities when it becomes available.Access your 

Marketing Tools https://org.amazon.co.uk/signout 

If you have any problems regarding this please contact Karen 

Turner - karenturner2303@gmail.com 

 

THE ASK JOURNAL 

“Which Sunday did we decide to hold the nativity breakfast 

Special on? I’ll double check with Charlotte.” “Oh the 

photocopier is playing up again, (or more likely I’m forgetting 

how to use it correctly!) I wonder if Charlotte might be able to 

talk me through it.” “Is it this week or next that the journal article 

is due? I’ll just check on the last notices that Charlotte sent out.” 

For the past 2 and a bit years I have had the immense pleasure of 

working alongside Charlotte, our Parish Administrator, and I’m 

sure I’m not alone in saying that my job would have been a lot 

more difficult had it not been for her. Always knowledgeable, 

practical, kind, cheery and organised, she has listened, advised, 

guided and supported in so many ways, and must have produced 

literally hundreds of agendas, notices, posters and service sheets 

in her time!  She has truly been a blessing to us all at All Saints, 

and as 2019 draws to a close, it is time for us to say a big thank 

https://org.amazon.co.uk/signout
mailto:karenturner2303@gmail.com


you and a fond farewell, as Charlotte embarks on a new career 

opportunity. I spoke with her to find out more. 

“I have been working for All Saints Kesgrave as the Parish 

Administrator since August 2015, following being made 

redundant from my job at Willis. 

 

The Parish Administrator role was something completely 

different to anything I had done previously. The role offers so 

much variety as one day I can be visiting couples to assist in their 

planning of their wedding and completing the necessary 

paperwork, the next I might be booking the Verger and an 

organist for a funeral.  I prepare, produce and issue the now 

monthly newsletter, rotas, baptism documentation, keep all the 

registers up to date and many many other daily and weekly tasks 

to assist Robin in the smooth running of the Church.  The role is 

both challenging and rewarding and I love it and the people I 

work with. 

 

In a strange turn of events I have been offered a position back at 

Willis, initially for a twelve month period. After many prayers 

and much soul searching I have decided to take this opportunity.  

 

During this time I will be leaving the role in the more than 

capable hands of Natalie Lawrence, and I wish her well and know 

that she will amazing. 

 

Obviously I will still be around to assist where necessary and so it 

will not be goodbye but I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank everyone for all the help and support that that you have 

given me over the last four years. So Thank you from the bottom 

of my heart and Merry Christmas”. 

Jennie Fidler 

 



ALL SAINTS CONTACT DETAILS 

Vicar    Rev Robin Spittle  01473 623388 

     robinspittle@btinternet.com 

Assistant Priest   Rev Chris Nunn        01473 622363 

     revchrisnunn@gmail.com  

Assistant Curate  Rev Gary Jones    01473 412329 

Parish Administrator  Charlotte Markham   07711013614 

     parishadministrator@askesgrave.org 

Lay Readers    Martyn Shakespeare 01473 610367 

     Sally Wainman    01473 414853 

Youth Worker   Ollie Scase  07484 254534 

Children’s Worker  Jennie Fidler  07584420729 

     jenniefidler@yahoo.co.uk 

Church Wardens  Karen Turner  01473 611472 

     Karenturner2303@gmail.com 

     Bob Bullamore    01473 729586 

     Bob.bullamore@gmail.com 

Deputy Church Warden Helen Wittgreffe       07825 004585 

     helen.wittgreffe@btinternet.com  

Hall Bookings   Bob Theobald  01473 620709 

Prayer Chain   Sybil Holbrook    01473 805304 

 

KESGRAVE LIBRARY NEWS 

Sunday Crafts (11 – 12 noon after church) – The following 

Christmas craft activities will be taking place during December: 

Sunday 1st – The library tree needs some new decorations. Add 

some Christmas sparkle to our new Christmas tree; 

Sunday 8th – Keep your place in all your Christmas stories with 

our fantastic Father Christmas lolly stick bookmark; 

Sunday 15th – Design a Christmas jumper for a gingerbread man, 

to keep them warm; 

Sunday 22nd – Make a Christmas Tree card to give to someone 

special; 

mailto:revchrisnunn@gmail.com
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Sunday 29th –It’s nearly 2020! Make a New Year wish wand. 

Activities are free. Parents must stay with under eights. There’s 

no need to book – just turn up and have a go.  

Free Wordplay Sessions – every Thursday. (Rebrand of 

Bookstart). No session Thursday 26th December. 

Tot Rock - 9.45am – 10.15am. 

BabyBounce - 10.30am – 11.00am. 

Free Story Time Sessions – every Friday 9.45am – 10.15am. 

(term Time Only). This session combines stories and rhymes. All 

welcome. Why not pop along? No session on Friday 27th 

December. 

Other Library Events for December 2019 

Every Tuesday afternoon (Term Time) 3.45pm–4.45pm. Lego 

Club. Parents must stay with under 8s. The themes this month are 

03/12 – Santa’s House, 10/12 – Reindeer, 17/12 – Christmas 

Wonderland. No need to book. Just pop along!  This is a free 

activity. 

04/12/19 & 18/12/2019 – Knit and Natter - 2.30pm. £1.00 - tea, 

coffee and mince pies provided. Welcome to all new members. 

05/12/2019 – Afternoon Book Group - 2.45pm. They are 

currently reading Sleeper’s Castle by Barbara Erskine. 

19/12/2019 – Evening Book Group – 7.00pm. They are currently 

reading The Huntingfield Paintress by Pamela Holmes. 

If you are interested in joining any of the groups, please ring or 

speak to a member of staff 

Cards for Good Causes – Charity Christmas Cards, Suffolk 

Wildlife Christmas Cards and Cards sold in aid of The 

Somersham Ward at Ipswich Hospital are available until Monday 

23rd December (during library opening hours). This year there is a 

wider selection of designs for each charity. Every purchase also 

supports Kesgrave Library. Why not pop along and see the 

selection of cards available?  We are also selling Christmas 

stamps – please speak to staff.  



Scout’s Post Box – this service is at the Library until Tuesday 

10th December at 5pm. 

Lego Afternoons: Thursday 19th December 3.00pm – 4.30pm – 

Create a Christmas Wonderland & Thursday 2nd January 3.00pm - 

4.30pm – Design a library of the future. Places limited to 25 per 

session. Please phone to book a place. 

Christmas Opening Times at the library:- 

Sunday 22nd December: 10.00am – 3.00pm. 

Monday 23rd December: 9.00am – 12.00noon 

Tuesday 24th December: CLOSED 

Wednesday 25th December: CLOSED 

Thursday 26th December: CLOSED 

Friday 27th December: 9.00am – 12.00noon & 2.30pm – 6.00pm. 

Saturday 28th December: 10.00am – 5.00pm. 

Sunday 29th December: 10.00am – 3.00pm. 

Monday 30th December: 9.00am – 12.00noon 

Tuesday 31st December: 9.00am – 12.00noon & 2.30am – 5.00pm  

Wednesday 1st January: CLOSED   

Thursday 2nd January: Normal hours resume    

Normal Opening hours 

Kesgrave Library, Kinsey House, Kays Close, Kesgrave will be 

open: 

Monday          9am to 12 noon 

Tuesday          9am to 12 noon & 2.30pm to 5pm 

Wednesday     2.30pm to 6pm 

Thursday        2.30pm to 8pm 

Friday            9am to 12noon & 2.30pm to 6pm 

Saturday          10am to 5pm 

Sunday   10am to 3pm 

Maggie Lusher    

Kesgrave Library Manager 

Tel: 01473 626103 

www.suffolklibraries.co.uk  



FINAL WORD 

Thanks for taking the time to read this edition, please don’t forget 

to provide us with feedback. 

 

Due to the new legislation on May 25th we can only continue to 

send you information by email if you have granted permission. If 

you have previously received this by email and had not replied to 

say you wish to continue to receive it then you will no longer 

receive it in this way.  If you would like to receive this Newsletter 

by email please email parishadministrator@askesgrave.org to be 

added to the distribution list. You will be welcome to unsubscribe 

at any time. Your e-mail address will not be passed on to third 

parties. 

Alternatively it is available on our website (see below) or, in 

paper form from either the Library or the 2nd Stop Shop. 

 

For a further explanation of any of our activities please contact 

Rev Robin Spittle (623388) or robinspittle@btinternet.com 

Our Website- 

https://www.askesgrave.org 

You can also like us on Facebook – 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/All-Saints-Church-

Kesgrave/583167891794217?fref=ts 

Or keep up to date with news and services on our A Church Near 

You Page – 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/2061/ 

Issue 64 available from 29th December 2019 – please note should 

you wish to have something included in this issue the deadline is 

17th December 2019. 
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