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Advent 3 – Joy in Adversity 

 
 

   
 

Services 
 

 

9.30 Holy Communion                                       Celebrant: Reverend Tanya Hockley-Still              

                                                                    Preacher: Reverend Tanya Hockley-Still 

 
 

Collect 
 
O Lord Jesus Christ,  
who at your first coming sent your messenger to 
prepare your way before you: 
grant that the ministers and stewards  
of your mysteries may likewise so prepare  
and make ready your way 
by turning the hearts of the disobedient 
to the wisdom of the just, 
that at your second coming to judge the world 
we may be found acceptable in your sight; 
for you are alive and reign with the Father 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.

 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 
We give you thanks, O Lord,  
for these heavenly gifts; 
kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 
that when your Christ comes again 
we may shine as lights before his face; 
who is alive and reigns now and for ever.  
Amen. 

Contact Us 

Rector 
Rev Tanya Hockley-Still 

Tel: 423311 
tanya@stmarksexeter.uk 

Day off: Mondays 
 

Hall Bookings 
Mrs Marion Boult: 666329 
 

 

Hon Associate Priest 

Rev Rosemary Enever 

Tel: 200510 
 
 

Churchwardens 
Rab Cross: 431007 

Helen Nash: 434706 
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Today’s Readings 

 

Isaiah 35:1-10 The Return of the Redeemed to Zion 

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory 
of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the 
glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here 
is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you.” 5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf 
unstopped; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 
for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7 the 
burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of 
jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8 A highway 
shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but 
it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 9 No lion shall 
be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but 
the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come 
to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
 

Psalm 146:5-10 Praise for God’s Help 

Response: Come Lord and save us.  
5 Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, 
6 who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith forever; 
R/ Come Lord and save us. 
7 who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. 
  The Lord sets the prisoners free; 
8 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.  
  The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 
R/ Come Lord and save us. 
9 The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, 
  but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 
10 The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the Lord! 
R/ Come Lord and save us. 
 

Philippians 4:4-7 Exhortations (Lectionary James 5:7-10) 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 
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Matthew 11:2-11 Jesus Praises John the Baptist 

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who 
takes no offense at me.” 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is 
written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way 
before you.’ 11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We Remember in our Prayer Tree this Week 

 

 -  Sheila Franklin, Mary Flack, Anne 
Brinkworth Mary Probert. 
- Ursula Enever, diagnosed with 
secondary cancer in the hip and 
back.  
- Jean as she recovers from her 
broken hip at hospital in Exmouth. 
- Val Ollier 
- Graham Stones, Bishop Robert’s 
chaplain who died last week.  

 

• -Susanna working with ‘Youth with a 
Mission’ in Malawi. 

• - Sharon working with CMS in 
Ecuador, helping teenagers with 
learning difficulties. 

• - For all those who visit St Mark’s in 
December, that they may come to 
faith or have their relationship with 
God deepened. 

•  
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Notices 

 

Christmas Present Project: We are supporting this rather than the Salvation Army this 
year, so please give your monetary donations to Tanya. This is the Exeter church initiative 
where they buy Christmas presents for children of Foodbank users in the week before 
Christmas. You can sign up to volunteer at one of the Foodbank sessions that week here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B48AEAC28A6FE3-christmas 
Helpers are needed to have coffee with the users of the Foodbank, to help them pick 
presents from the Argos catalogue, or fetch the chosen presents. There are vacancies for 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday afternoon this week so please talk to Tanya if you are 
available. 
Foodbank Donations: In the run up to Christmas it would be good to put some Christmas 
treats in our Foodbank donation, like chocolate and biscuits. No alcoholic items please 
(including sauces, cakes, chocolates etc), and nothing with a short date on it. Other 
Christmas treats would be much appreciated though. Christmas items are needed by 
December 11th.  
Esther Community Collection: Esther Community currently accommodate 15 young 
men and 4 young ladies, Wish list includes: recent unwanted DVD's (these can be second 
hand), clothing for men including underwear, socks, gloves, bathrobes (must be new), 
mugs, glasses, basin crockery for one, toiletries, lanyards (they are constantly losing 
keys), boxes of chocs, biscuits, etc, pens and basic stationary (not diaries, they don't get 
used), calendars, wrapping paper, gift bags and Sellotape (please do not wrap presents). 
There will be a red box at the back of church for your donations.  
White Altar Frontal: We have had a quote to repair it and the cost is £650. We have 
raised £140 so far. If you would like to contribute to this, please give your contribution to 
Ray, marked as for the Frontal. It has now been taken for repair.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week at a Glance 
 
Today     18.30  Advent Reflective Service    St Mark’s 
 

Tuesday 17th December 19.45  Bible Study - Advent Course Week 3     Hilda’s 
 

Wednesday 18th December 09.00  Morning Prayer               St Mark’s 
     09.30  Coffee Morning               St Mark’s 
      

Thursday 19th December  19.00 Christmas Film      St Mark’s 
            

Friday 20th December           19.00  Music Practice               St Mark’s 
 

Sunday 22nd December 09.30  Holy Communion               St Mark’s
     18.30  Carol Service         St Mark’s
            

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B48AEAC28A6FE3-christmas

