
 
Sunday 15th December 

 
 

Welcome! Please join us for refreshments after the service. 
 

Sunday 22nd December 
Isaiah 7:10-16 (p.657)  Matthew 1:18-25 (p.914) 

9:40am – Prayer meeting     
10am – Holy Communion with Children’s Groups Christmas Party 

6:30pm – Carols by Candlelight followed by St Chris Youth 
 
Christmas Eve 3pm / 5pm All Age Christmas Special – Good news! 

11pm  Mulled Wine, Mince Pies and Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day 10am  All Age Communion 

 
Sunday 29th December 

Luke 2:22-40 (p.971) 
9:40am – Prayer meeting    10am – All Age Communion 

 
Sunday 5th January – Epiphany 

Ephesians 3:1-12 (p.1109)  Matthew 2:1-12 (p.914) 

8:30am – Holy Communion  9:40am – Prayer meeting 
10am – All Age Service   6pm – Celtic Evening Prayer 

 

Monday 6th 7:30pm Church Fellowship 
Tuesday 7th 1:15pm Christopher Robin 

3:45pm Prayer meeting at 30 Kendal Rise 
Wednesday 8th 10:30am Coffee, Cake and Communion 
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A hearing loop is installed in church. Switch your hearing aid to ‘T’ position 
 
 

Connect! 



Andy’s Christmas/New Year Update 
It’s traditional at this time of year to share news with distant friends and 

family by writing Christmas letters, so I’d like to use this space to write one 
of my own to you, my church family.  This is my eighth Christmas being 

Vicar of St Christopher’s Church, and I feel so privileged to be here.  It’s a 
genuine joy being part of this church family, added to by the fact that my 

own family are able to flourish here.  
In fact, as I’ve said to others within and outside the church community, I feel 
that the past year has been the best in my 7 or so years here.  Although the 

process was a challenge, it’s been wonderful to see the hall refurbished – 
what a difference that has made, and I’m so grateful to those whose financial 
generosity enabled this to happen.  I don’t believe the work on this building 
is complete yet – we still have the dream of adding an entrance foyer to the 
building, which can be used as a meeting place and a café for the community, 
but in the meantime, we can celebrate the work that has been completed. 

Of course, church life is not just about the building – it’s about the people of 
God together as family, and this has been a tremendous blessing too.   

In July I asked the PCC what they were thankful for about our church … 
these were their responses. 

• Thankful for the care and support that people have received. 
• When we are together, there is an overwhelming feeling of unity.  It 

feels like a family.  Not sitting there just as part of a congregation. 
• Sense of God’s Spirit as we worship.  
• We have friends of all ages, and are able to get to know new people. 
• “This is the one place where I never feel judged. Thanks!” 
• “Doesn’t matter what stage in life, good or bad, feel like people are 

always walking with me. Always come away feeling better. Always 
someone had similar experience.” 

• So many people with different skills. 
• Feeling of achievement recently, particularly with the building. 
There is so much to celebrate about the way that God is at work among us. 
In 2020 we’ll have more opportunities to celebrate, as it’s St Christopher’s 
60th birthday in March! Look out for further news about this early in the 
New Year.  Please also book onto our church weekend if you haven’t 

already.  It should be a very special time. 
Thank you for your love and support. Thanks to all of you who do so much 

to make the church community what it is.  
May God bless us now and throughout the year!  



Prayer Bulletin 
 

The Collect for Christmas 
Eternal God, as we wait with Mary for the coming of your Son, bring us 
through the birth-pangs of our present age to see, with her, our great 
salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Special Prayers are needed for ... 
Chris Burnham 
David Moren 
Flo Sampson 
Eleanor McKay 
Laura Cooley 

Ruth Murray-Good 
Jo Read 
Richard 
Margaret 
Jean Patman 

Gary Swift 
Ciaran 
Dorothy Lynes 
Frank Kane 
Doreen Smith 

 
And the families of.... 

Mollie Matthews 

Prayer Guide – New Year Examen 
Looking back on this year … 

What am I especially grateful for? 
- An event that took place? 

- Courage that I mustered? 
- Love and support I received? 

I ask for the light to know God and 
to know myself as God sees me. 

Where have I felt true joy this year? 
What troubled me this year? 

What has challenged me? 
Where and when did I find an 

opportunity for renewal and pause? 

Have I noticed God’s presence in 
any of this? 

In light of my review, what is my 
response to the God of my life? 

As I look ahead, to the coming 
months what comes to mind? 

With what spirit do I want to enter 
the next few months?, the next 

year? 
I ask for God’s presence and grace, 
for this spirit, as I enter the next 

year.

Bible Verse for the Week 
An angel of the Lord said, ‘Joseph, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 

wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to 
a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people 
from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the 
prophet: ‘The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him 

Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’).  
(Matthew 1:20-23) 



Vicar holiday 
I’ll be taking a break from Thursday 26th – Saturday 28th, Monday 30th 

December – Thursday 2nd January.  
 

The church office will be closed until Tuesday 7th January.  
 

Church Weekend – 12-14 June 2020  
Thank you to the 40 people who’ve booked into the church weekend so far, 
for what should be a wonderful time of fun, fellowship and learning together.  
If you’re planning to come, but haven’t booked, we would really appreciate if 
you could do so asap.  It’s going to be a very significant time for our church 
and we’d like as many people as possible to be part of it.  Please chat to 
Louise Hicks or Andy if you want any more information, especially if you’d 
like to come, but have anxieties about being able to afford it. 
 

Save the Date – St Christopher’s 60th Birthday 
Celebration – 21 and 22 March 
St Christopher’s is 60 in 2020! There will be various celebrations on the 
weekend of 21-22 March, with a Café Church celebration at 10am on 22nd 
March with guests Bishop Christopher and former Vicar Graeme Pringle. 
Further details will follow in the new year.  
 

Christmas Offerings  
We are doing our Christmas service offerings differently this year - and a 
proportion of the offerings we take will be going to support the school in 
Bethlehem, rather than the whole amount as in previous years. If you would 
like to give a specific offering to the Bethlehem School, please put this in an 
envelope and the whole amount will go to support the school. Please see 
Andy or Pauline if you have any questions. 
 

Pastoral Care: If you know of anyone in hospital or sick and at home who 
would like a visit please contact: Rev Andy March (Tel: 07578746942)	
Prayer Chain: Don’t forget to pass on any prayer needs for yourself or 
others via Facebook, phone or email. If you have requests for prayer or 
would like to join, contact Rev Andy March (Tel: 07578746942)  
Safeguarding Officer: If you have any safeguarding issues, please contact 
Heather Beasley (Email: safeguarding@stchristopher.org.uk). Speak to Andy 
or the churchwardens in her absence. 
Newsletter: If you would like anything added to the newsletter please 
email: admin@stchristopher.org.uk 024 7667 2879 by 8.00 am Thursday 


