
The 9am service is a more traditional service. 10:30am is an informal worship service with contemporary  

music and provision for children and young people. Please ask if you’d like to know more.  

Refreshments are served in the hall afterwards. Everybody Welcome! 

If you have any questions or if something happens you don’t understand, please don’t hesitate to ask, there is 

always someone available at the back of church - look for the welcomers wearing orange lanyards. 

This newsletter is also available on our website: www.standrewssneydgreen.com 

December 2019 

O U R  V I S I O N  I S  T O  S E E  P E O P L E ’ S  L I V E S  

A N D  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S N E Y D  G R E E N  

T R A N S F O R M E D  B Y  T H E  L O V E  O F  J E S U S .  

Sunday 1st December 

10:30am All-age service 

4:00pm Christmas Tree Memorial Service 

Refreshments will be served in church afterwards 

Sunday 8th December 

10:30am Holy Communion 

Sunday 15th December 

10:30am All-Age Nativity 

Please come dressed as a Nativity character! 

Sunday 22nd December 

10:30am Morning Worship 

Children’s Christmas Party together in the hall 

6:00pm Carols by Candlelight 

Refreshments from 5pm in the hall 

Tuesday 24th December (Christmas Eve) 

4:00pm All-Age Messy Christingle 

In the hall, refreshments afterwards 

11:00pm Midnight Communion 

Wednesday 25th December (Christmas Day) 

10:00am Christmas Communion Celebration 

Bring along a new toy or gift to show 

Sunday 29th December 

10:30am Holy Communion 

Children together in the hall for a video and crafts 

Our Sunday and Christmas Services 

9am every Sunday: Holy Communion 



Letter from the Vicarage 

Dear all, 

This month of December is a busy one for us all, advent begins and Christmas then seems to rattle towards 

us at an ever-increasing speed! At St Andrew’s we have a number of Christmas services and events beginning 

on the first Sunday of Advent on the 1st December where we’ll be looking at the theme of hope at 9am, our 

all-age service at 10:30am and then remembering our loved ones at the Christmas tree memorial service at 

4pm. Please do join us if you can. The Christmas fliers are printed and ready for giving away, please plan to 

invite your friends, family and neighbours to our special Christmas services as appropriate. We are going to 

be looking at the themes of hope, peace, joy and love through advent, and we long that all people have an 

opportunity to hear the message of Jesus this Christmas – the one who brings us hope, peace, joy and love. 

The other thing happening this December – which was unexpected – is the general election. The 

Archbishop’s of Canterbury and York in their ‘election message’ say this: 

We often forget that our political leaders face huge responsibilities and challenges, and these 

come with personal sacrifices too.  In our prayers for this election we should be thankful for those 

who put themselves forward for public service and ask that they will seek the common good and 

justice.  We should take part, as important decisions are being made that will affect us all.  That 

includes fulfilling our democratic duty to vote. 

I would strongly encourage you to firstly hold up our political candidates in prayer, and then to vote yourself. 

But in the run up to the election and in the time immediately following the result, we are called to be 

respectful in how we communicate and express our opinions. The Archbishops continue: 

Offering facts and opinions should be done with humility and in love. People who hold different 

political views are not our enemies. Two people can look at the same facts and in good faith 

interpret them very differently. Issues need to be debated respectfully, and without resorting to 

personal abuse. We should engage responsibly, especially on social media.  

I know that this election will raise the blood pressure for some, or leave us feeling resigned to the fact that 

no political party or individual politician is perfect, but we are called to pray for our leaders and engage in 

politics as best as we can. There will be a couple of hustings events where the local candidates (for Stoke 

North) are brought together and members of the public can ask questions – a local version of the TV 

debates! I’ll pass details of those to you as I hear more. 

Wishing you every blessing this advent and Christmas season, 

James and Zara 

Christmas Tree Memorial Service 

This year’s Christmas Tree Memorial service is at 4pm on Sunday 1st December at 

4pm. The outdoor Christmas tree lights will be switched on and the tree decorated 

with stars bearing the names of loved ones who will be missed this Christmas. 

Stars are available at the back of church, if you are not able to attend the service 

please feel free to write on a star and leave it with us to put on the tree for you, or 

add one at a later date. You can collect your star on Christmas Eve if you wish. 

Refreshments will be served in church following the service. 

Thank you Karen & Martyn, Jenny and Sue for the trees and church decorations, 

and to the Golden Wonders and children for making decorations. 



School Visits 

In the run up to Christmas we have a number of visits from Sneyd Academy: 

Tuesday 10th December 1:45pm Year 5 Carol service 

Tuesday 17th December Foundation Stage/KS1 Christingle 

Wednesday 18th December KS2 Christingle services in church 

We need a couple of people to serve refreshments in the hall after the carol service and for all 3 services it 

would be lovely to have a few people available to chat to staff and parents. If you are able to help please let 

me know, my email is sarah@standrewssneydgreen.com and my phone number is 07888 669233. 

 

Sarah 

Carol Singing with Wesley Hall 

On Thursday 19th December we are joining with 

Wesley Hall Methodist Church to go carol 

singing on the Berwick Estate, including The 

Cedars care home and The Berwick pub. 

Everyone welcome, enthusiasm is more 

important than talent! Meet at Wesley Hall on 

Noblett Road at 5:45pm for a 6pm start.  

Project Dignity is a project set up within Voice of Hope who are 

committed to the eradication of modern slavery and human 

trafficking.  The homeless are very vulnerable and at risk of being 

recruited into this terrible crime.  Project Dignity is designed to 

provide the homeless community of Stoke-on-Trent with Bags of 

Dignity. These complimentary bags contain essential toiletries 

along with a leaflet and information about how to protect themselves 

and others from becoming victims of modern slavery or human trafficking.  Project Dignity is working with St 

Andrew’s this Christmas to fill our Bags of Dignity. There will be a box at the back of church for any 

donations and a list of what we are collecting will also be available. For more information please speak to 

me or see the leaflets at the back of church. Many thanks and God bless, 

Beckie 

Christmas Cards 

While it is lovely to send cards at Christmas, it can also feel like quite a task writing 

them all, plus there is the environmental impact to consider. As an alternative, a 

large Christmas card is available at the back of church which you can add your name 

to. We suggest you make a small donation similar to the cost of buying cards, which 

will be given to a charity. You can of course give personal cards if you prefer. 



Vicar: Rev. James Gandon   01782 363531   james@standrewssneygreen.com 

Church office phone: 01782 209871 

If you have any possible contributions for the newsletter please email office@standrewssneydgreen.com or pass a written  

form to Sue in the office. Thank you for all contributions. 

Dates for your Diary 

December 

• Sunday 1st 4pm: Christmas Tree Memorial Service 

• Sunday 1st 7pm: Advance prayer meeting in church 

• Thursday 5th 6pm: Healing in the Community, Costa Coffee, Hanley 

• Thursday 5th 7pm: PCC meeting 

• Saturday 7th 9am: Prayer Walk 

• Tuesday 10th December, 1:45pm: Sneyd Academy Y5 Carol Service 

• Wednesday 11th 7pm: Ladies’ Mince Pie and Mulled Wine evening 

• Tuesday 17th December, 9:30am: Sneyd Academy FS/KS1 Christingle 

• Wednesday 18th December, 9:30am: Sneyd Academy KS2 Christingle 

• Thursday 19th 6pm: Carol Singing with Wesley Hall 

January 

• Saturday 4th 9am: Prayer Walk 

• Sunday 5th 6pm: City Celebration Service, Swan Bank Church 

• Friday 17th 7-9pm and Saturday 18th,10am-4pm: Greenhouse Conference in church 

• Monday 27th 7:30pm: Crisis Pregnancy Counselling Centre information and prayer evening,  

Christ Church, Cobridge. 

• Monday 27th (time TBC): Apologetics evening 

Looking further ahead 

Heartcry For Change Training Weekend 

A prophetic voice encouraging the church to connect with their community & share the message of Jesus. 

Saturday February 29th – Sunday March 1st 2020. Details to follow in January. heartcryforchange.com 

Please keep these events in your prayers. 

St Andrew’s ladies are gathering at 7pm on Wednesday 11th December 

for an evening of mulled wine, mince pies and general fun and 

fellowship. Mince pies and mulled wine (including non-alcoholic) will be 

provided but if they’re not your cup of tea then please bring along an 

alternative drink or snack to share, I know stollen has been mentioned 

already, if you are from another country then perhaps you could bring 

something traditional from where you grew up? 

Sorry chaps, this one’s not for you, I’m sure we can organise another 

men’s event in the future if you would like one. 

For more information please speak to Sue or Sarah 

Ladies’ Mulled Wine and Mince Pie Evening. 


