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October 2019: Services 

Sunday 5 October  8.00am Holy Communion 

Trinity 11    9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Harvest Thanksgiving    Family Service 

Sunday 13 October  9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Trinity 17 

Sunday 20 October  8.00am Holy Communion 

Trinity 18    No 9.45am service at St Peter’s   

      today - see back page 

Sunday 27 October  9.45am Parish Eucharist 

Bible Sunday 

Sunday 3 November  8.00am Holy Communion 

All Saints    9.45am Parish Eucharist 

        Family Service 

The church is open daily and all are welcome. 
St Peter’s Church, 

Stane Street,  

Westhampnett  

PO18 0NT 

For more information about St Peter's please go to 

https://stpeterswesthampnett.uk  

Pastoral Care 
If you would like to speak to a priest please contact the Associate 

Rector, the Revd Rachel Hawes, or, if she is not available, the Revd 

Simon Holland. (Contact details on page 2.) There is also a Pastoral Care 

Helpline operated by volunteers at St Paul’s Church. Call 07843 719594, 

leave a message and they will respond within 48hrs. 

https://stpeterswesthampnett.uk


 

 

Associate Rector’s Letter 

Dear Friends 

This month the Church celebrates Harvest Festival, when we give thanks 

for the fruits of the earth and the work of all those involved in producing 

them. The festival is traditionally celebrated on the Sunday closest to the 

Harvest moon; that is the last full moon before the Autumn Equinox. A 

Harvest moon rises early and often seems to be particularly large and to 

glow orange; seen near the horizon it is a stunning sight. 

Every civilisation that depends on agriculture has some kind of harvest 

celebration. In first century Palestine at the time of Jesus, things were no 

different. The Jewish festival of Shavuot, the Feast of Weeks, 

commemorating the first fruits of the harvest, was celebrated seven weeks 

after Passover. Jesus often spoke to the crowds that followed him using 

metaphors of sowing and harvest, and they would have understood his 

references completely. One of the most memorable stories of this kind that 

Jesus told is the Parable of the Sower. (Matthew 13: 1-9 &18-23.  

Most people know the Parable of the Sower; it is a story in two parts. In the 

first part we learn what happens to the seed – the outcome of the sowing. 

The Sower spreads the seed by hand. Modern farming is highly mechanised 

and accurate but the gardeners amongst you will perhaps have sown grass 

seed by hand and some of you may have seen farmers, in Africa or Asia, still 

sowing seed like this.  This Sower scatters the seed with apparent 

carelessness for the cost of such a precious commodity. Some seed falls on 

the path and gets eaten by birds; some on rocky ground where the soil is 

thin and, although it springs up quickly, it is soon scorched by the sun and 

withers; some falls amongst thorns which quickly choke its growth; but 

some falls on good soil where it flourishes extravagantly, and, amazingly, 

despite everything, there is a bumper harvest!  

Few farmers could afford to be so careless about where their seed crop is 

planted but perhaps the story is telling us that this Sower’s actions reflect 

how generous God is – He does not discriminate and He does not calculate 

on a person’s worthiness to receive. The seed, His gift – is freely available 

to everyone, because everyone, in God’s eyes, is valued and loved. The 

parable begins in the ordinary world of agriculture but it ends in God’s 

heavenly world of hope and promise. God works in the world despite the 



 

 

difficulties, dangers and set-backs to bring about amazing fruitfulness. The 

harvest is God’s and the story affirms that God will bring it about and will 

not be defeated. 

That takes us to the second part of the story, which is an interpretation of 

the Parable, and is all about the nature of the soil. Jesus rarely explained his 

parables. Parables, in the hands of a master story-teller like Jesus are not 

simply allegories – they do not have an absolute key which, once grasped, 

makes the whole thing clear. Rather they are deliberately complex, with 

layers of meaning – intended to provoke debate and discussion. It possible 

therefore that the part of the passage that offers the interpretation of this 

parable does not represent the words of Jesus at all, but comes from the 

teachings of the early church. The second part certainly, has a change of 

focus – it is all about the different types of soil on which the seed that is 

sown. Some of it is good and fertile soil and some is not receptive. In the 

context of the early church, it would seem that this parable has become a 

story about how the world has reacted to the message of Jesus. It is about 

the hardships and difficulties the church has faced in bearing witness to the 

gospel. God has sown the seed of his Word in the world but the reception 

has been mixed. Things were tough for the early Christians – there was 

disunity within their ranks and hostility without. Modern Christians might 

well observe that things do not really change! Perhaps the story make us 

reflect, ‘What type of soil am I?’ Maybe the answer is – at different 

moments in our lives, many of these different types, depending on the 

pressures on us: sometimes shallow and indifferent; sometimes stony and 

closed; and then perhaps, sometimes, in our best moments, receptive and 

fruitful. 

As we give thanks to God for the fruits of this autumn’s harvest, we 

remember the difficulties our farmers have faced in the past year – drought 

and floods and, of course, the ongoing uncertainty over Brexit. We are 

thankful to them for their hard work, their skill and their persistence and to 

God for the beauty of the earth and for His many blessings. 

Do come and join us at St Peter’s this Harvest. 

With every blessing,  

Rachel 



 

 

Events in and around Westhampnett 

 

Mothers’ Union 

Mothers’ Union will be meeting at St Paul’s Chichester on Thursday 

17th October at 10am for Eucharist and, after coffee, members are 

asked to bring a treasured possession and talk of the reason why it 

is treasured. Visitors are always welcome to join us. 

 

Wanted - Garden Strimmer 

Has anyone got, or know of, a garden strimmer abandoned, lying in 

a  shed or garage, unloved and unwanted ? 

Our beautiful churchyard here at St Peters is maintained by a group 

of young people under the care and guidance of Kent and Sussex 

probation services. However, we have to equip them with all the 

necessary tools ie lawn mowers, hedge trimmer and strimmers One 

of our strimmers is now beyond repair hence our plea .....  !! 

If you can help us please contact me, Jane Ambrose. My details are 

on the front of this newsletter. 

 

Concert at Chichester Cathedral 

Music for an Autumn Evening on Wednesday 30 October at 7pm 

when the Primavera Chamber Ensemble will perform a programme 

to include Schubert’s Trout Quintet and Saint-Saens’ Carnival of the 

Animals. Tickets £25 (or £12 for under 16s) available via the 

Cathedral website www.chichestercathedral.org.uk or in person at 

The Novium Museum. 



 

 



 

 

The United Benefice of 

St Paul’s, Chichester 

with 

St Peter’s, Westhampnett 

 

Jubilate 
 

A Parish Eucharist  
in Thanksgiving for 25 years  

of   
the Ordination of  Women to the 

Priesthood 
 
 

at 
St Paul’s Church  

Sunday 20 October 2019 at 10.00 am 
 

St Paul’s Church 

 

 

CHICHESTER 


