
St. Thomas’s Weekly   
~13th January 2019~ 

John lived in the desert for many 
years. He wore clothes made of 
camel’s hair, and he ate honey and 
locusts. People came from the cities 
to hear him teach. He was known 
as John the Baptist……

 
 
Services/Events 

 
TODAY 
 
11:00    The Baptism of Christ, 
Holy Communion. Led by Revd Sue 
Lepp 
 
FRIDAY 
 
08.30    Said Communion 

10:00    Little Fishes 

 
NEXT SUNDAY 
 
09:30    Fun on a Sunday Morning 

   
 

Contacts 
 
Vicar - During our Vacancy please 
contact the Church Wardens, details 
below 
 
Church Wardens 
 
Jenny Gregg 
Tel: 01753 792846 
email: jenny.gregg@sky.com 
 
David Shields 
Tel; 07513 883412 
email: dmace1@btinternet.com 
 
Children’s & Family Worker 
  
John Collins  
Tel: 07572 536475 
email: stthomasfamilies@gmail.com 
 
Website: 
 
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/ch
urch/5822/ 
 
Email: 
stthomascolnbrook@outlook.com 
 
Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/st-thomas-
church-641442832672555/ 

We meet in the name of 
Jesus Christ to celebrate his 

life and what he has done 
for us, to listen to the word 
of God and to speak to God 

in prayer. Children are 
welcome at all our services! 

John 
the 

Baptist 



 
….John the Baptist was God's appointed messenger. Before Jesus began his 
earthly ministry, John had been traveling around, announcing the coming of 
the Messiah to the people throughout the regions of Jerusalem and Judea.  
 

John called people to prepare for the Messiah's coming and to repent, turn 
from their sins, and be baptized. He was pointing the way to Jesus Christ. 
 

Until this time, Jesus had spent most of his earthly life in quiet obscurity. 
Suddenly, he appeared on the scene, walking up to John in the River Jordan. 
He came to John to be baptized, but John told him, "I need to be baptized by 
you." Like most of us, John wondered why Jesus had asked to be baptized. 
 

Jesus replied: "Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all 
righteousness." While the meaning of 
this statement is somewhat unclear, it 
caused John to consent to baptize 
Jesus. Nevertheless, it confirms that 
Jesus' baptism was necessary to 
accomplish God's will. 
 

After Jesus was baptized, as he came 
up from the water, the heavens 
opened and he saw the Holy Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. God 
spoke from heaven saying, "This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased." 
 

 

The 
Baptism of 

Christ 
 



History in the month of January 
 
Today - 13 January 315 - 
Feast Day of Hilary, 
Bishop of Poitiers 
Hilary was born at Poitiers in 
France in about the year 315; 
his family, though pagan, gave 
him an excellent education and 
he was proficient in Latin and 
Greek. After extensive 
personal study, he tells us that 
he was baptised at the age of 
thirty. He was elected bishop of the city in the year 350 and immediately 
became caught up in the Arian controversy, himself asserting that mortals of 
this world were created to practise moral virtues thus reflecting the one in 
whose image they are made, the eternal and creative first cause, God, and 
that Jesus Christ, the incarnate Son of God, is of one substance with the 
Father. His learning and oratory led to his title of "Athanasius of the West". 
(Athanasius, was the Bishop of Alexandria, a Theologian and Doctor) 
He was known as a gentle, kind friend to all, even though his writings seemed 
severe at times. He died in the year 367.  
 

The First American Flag 
Is Raised 
On January 1, 1776, George 
Washington unveiled the Grand Union 
Flag during the American Revolution. 
This flag is known as America's first 
national flag.   

 

Louis Braille Is Born 
On January 4, 1809, Louis Braille was born in 
France. Blinded as a boy, he invented a system of 
reading and writing for the blind or visually 
impaired by using punch marks in paper. His 
system, simply known as braille, is still widely 
used today.  

The Ordination of Saint Hilary. 



 

The First Subway 
Opens for 
Business 

The world's first 
underground railway 
service opened in 
London on January 10, 
1863 -- the Metropolitan 
line between Paddington 
and Farringdon.  

 Elvis Is Born 

On January 8, 1935, the King was born 
in Tupelo, Mississippi. Elvis Presley was 
a twinless twin, meaning he had a twin 
who died at birth.  

 

Death of Donald Campbell 
January 4 1967 - His jet-powered 
speedboat Bluebird somersaulted 
on Coniston Water, Cumbria, at a 
speed of 300-mph whilst 
attempting to break his own world 
record of 276-mph. 

 

Revd. John Darcy Chesterfield 
The Revd Darcy will be moving into St Mary’s 
Vicarage in Datchet sometime in early February, after 
which he will take a short break, until his Licensing 
Service. This will take place at 7:30pm on Monday 
25th February at St Mary’s Church, Datchet. It would 
make the evening really special if everybody that 
attends St Thomas’ comes along on the night to 

welcome him. Refreshments will be served after the service. Put this most 
important date in your diary and let us know if you need a lift there. We really 
need to know numbers for the refreshments, please let us know. 

Our New Vicar 


