
Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community 
Scattered Church: Worship at home on 15/11/26 Second Sunday before Advent 

(Safeguarding Sunday) 
Hymn 
All my hope on God is founded; 
he doth still my trust renew, 
me through change and chance he guideth, 
only good and only true. 
God unknown, he alone 
calls my heart to be his own. 
 

God's great goodness aye endureth, 
deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
splendour, light and life attend him, 
beauty springeth out of naught. 
Evermore from his store 
newborn worlds rise and adore. 
 

Daily doth th’ almighty Giver 
bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
his desire our soul delighteth, 
pleasure leads us where we go. 
Love doth stand at his hand; 
joy doth wait on his command.     Based on Joachim Neander 1650-1680 
 

God is spirit. 
Let us worship him in spirit and truth. 
The Lord is with us. 
Let us praise his name together.       cf John 4.24 
 

Loving God, we have come to worship you. 
Help us to pray to you in faith, 
to sing your praise with gratitude, 
and to listen to your word with eagerness; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

When the Lord comes, 
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 
 

God of mercy, 
we acknowledge that we are all sinners. 
We turn from the wrong that we have thought and said and done, 
and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, 
forgive us for all that is past, 
and help us to live each day 
in the light of Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

May God our Father forgive us our sins 
and bring us to the eternal joy of his kingdom, 



where dust and ashes have no dominion. Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation: 
stir us from apathy, restrain us from excess, 
and revive in us new hope that all creation will one day be healed 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Readings 

Zephaniah 1:7,12-18 
Be silent before the Lord God! For the day of the Lord is at hand; 
the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests.  
At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish the people who rest 
complacently on their dregs, those who say in their hearts, 
‘The Lord will not do good, nor will he do harm.’  
Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 
Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 
though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them.  
The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast; 
the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there.  
That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day 
of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 
against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements.  
I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind;  
because they have sinned against the Lord, their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their 
flesh like dung.  
Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord’s wrath; 
in the fire of his passion the whole earth shall be consumed; for a full, a terrible end he will make 
of all the inhabitants of the earth.  
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then sudden destruction will come 
upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, 
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light 
and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as 
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who 
are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the 
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not 
for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and 
build up each other, as indeed you are doing.  
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
Matthew 25:14-30  
‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 
them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. 
Then he went away.  
The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 
more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the 
one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s 
money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then 
the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 
“Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said 
to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 
put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two 
talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many 
things; enter into the joy of your master.”  
Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you 
were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 
seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.”  
But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not 
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the 
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be 
given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have 
will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Reflection  
(Dial 01647 407047 to hear it again during the week) 

Affirmation of faith 
Let us declare our faith in God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Intercessions  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 



the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace 
God will speak peace to his people, to those who turn to him in their hearts.    
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

Notices  
 

Let us say together: 
In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, 
help us, heavenly Father, to trust your love, 
to serve your purpose, and to praise your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

Blessing 
May God give to you and to all those you love 
his comfort and his peace, his light and his joy, 
in this world and the next; 
and the blessing of Almighty God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Hymn 
Take my life, and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee. 
Take my moments and my days, 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my hands, and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee. 
 

Take my voice, and let me sing 
always, only for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be 
filled with messages from thee. 
 

Take my silver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold. 
Take my intellect, and use 
ev’ry power as thou shalt choose. 
 

Take my will, and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne. 
 

Take my love, my Lord I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store. 
Take myself, and I will be  
ever, only, all for thee.      Frances Ridley Havergal 1836-1879 
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Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community Services  

 
Telephone Services  

(Call 0333 0110 616; code 334 7721) 
 
 

Sundays at 9am: Sunday Worship – a half hour Service of the Word: hymns, readings and 
prayers 
 

 
Church Services 

 

Nov 15 2 before Advent 10.30am MC HC St Mary Dunsford 
Nov 22 Christ the King 10.30am MC HC St Thomas Becket Bridford 
    10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
    4.00pm Forest Church Ashton 
Nov 29 Advent Sunday 10.30am MC HC St Michael & All Angels Dunchideock 
    10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
    6.00pm Advent Carol Service St James Christow 
Dec 6 Advent 2 10.30am MC HC St John the Baptist Ashton  

10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
Dec 13 Advent 3  10.30am MC HC St Thomas Becket Bridford 
    10.30am Christingle St Mary Dunsford 
Tues 15 Dec   6.00pm Carol Service St James Christow 
Wed 16 Dec   4.00pm Doddiscombsleigh Community Christmas 
Dec 20 Advent 4  10.30am MC HC St James Christow 
    10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
    10.30am MC HC St Michael & All Angels Dunchideock 
    6.00pm Carol Service St Mary Dunsford 
Mon 21 Dec   5.00pm Carol Service St Michael Doddiscombsleigh 
Christmas Eve 4.00pm Crib Service St Mary Dunsford 

6.00pm Carol Service St John the Baptist Ashton 
    6.00pm Carol Service St Thomas Becket Bridford 

   9.00pm Christmas HC St Michael Doddiscombsleigh 
   9.00pm Christmas HC St Michael & All Angels Dunchideock 
   10.00pm Christmas HC St Mary Dunsford 

Christmas Day  10.30am Christmas HC St James Christow 
    10.30am Christmas Family Service St Mary Dunsford 
Dec 27 John,  10.30am MC HC St Michael Doddiscombsleigh 
Apostle & Evangelist 

 

 



 
 
 


