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These prayers are suitable as preparation for Mass 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

From the Book of Common Prayer 
 

Almighty and ever-living God, I approach the sacrament of Your only-
begotten Son Our Lord Jesus Christ, I come sick to the doctor of life, 
unclean to the fountain of mercy, blind to the radiance of eternal light, and 
poor and needy to the Lord of heaven and earth.  Lord, in your great 
generosity, heal my sickness, wash away my defilement, enlighten my 
blindness, enrich my poverty, and clothe my nakedness.  May I receive the 
bread of angels, the King of kings and Lord of lords, with humble reverence, 
with the purity and faith, the repentance and love, and the determined 
purpose that will help to bring me to salvation.  May I receive the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Body and Blood, and its reality and power. 
Kind God, may I receive the Body of Your only-begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, born from the womb of the Virgin Mary, and so be received 
into His mystical body and numbered among His members.  Loving Father, 
as on my earthly pilgrimage I now receive Your beloved Son under the veil 
of a sacrament, may I one day see him face to face in glory, who lives and 
reigns with You for ever. Amen 
 

St Thomas Aquinas 
 

It is our custom to keep a prayerful silence before Mass 
 
STAND when the bell rings. At 10.00, we sing the entrance hymn as the sacred 
ministers enter, and the altar is censed.  
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Processional Hymn  
NEH 259 

 
 
 

All Come, ye thankful people, come, 
Raise the song of harvest-home! 
All be safely gathered in, 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied; 
Come to God’s own temple, come; 
Raise the song of harvest-home! 

 
 

All the world is God’s own field, 
Fruit unto his praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 
Unto joy or sorrow grown; 
First the blade and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear: 
Grant, O harvest Lord, that we 
Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 
 

For the Lord our God shall come, 
And shall take his harvest home; 
From his field shall purge away 
All that doth offend, that day; 
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Give his angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
in his garner evermore. 

 

Then, thou Church triumphant, come. 
Raise the song of harvest-home; 
All be safely gathered in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There for ever purified 
In God's garner to abide: 
Come, ten thousand angels, come, 
Raise the glorious harvest-home! 

Words: Henry Alford (1810–1871) 
Music: St George's Windsor – Sir George J. Elvey (1816–1893) 
 

The Gathering 
 

We stay STANDING for the gathering, prayers of penitence, Gloria and collect. 
 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

The Greeting 
The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 
 

The priest welcomes us and introduces the service. 
 

Prayers of Penitence. 
 

God has blessed us,  
but still God’s children go hungry. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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God has blessed us, 
but still the poor cry out for justice. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 

God has blessed us, 
but still we see inequality and oppression in the earth. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 

May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to 
everlasting life.  
Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis
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The Collect 
The Celebrant introduces a period of silent prayer with the words 'Let us pray':  
Eternal God, you crown the year with your goodness and you give us the 
fruits of the earth in their season: grant that we may use them to your glory, 
for the relief of those in need and for our own well-being; through Jesus 
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Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
We SIT for the first readings.  

Deuteronomy 8:7-18 

 

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy. 
 

For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing 
streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, 
a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land 
of olive trees and honey, a land where you may eat bread without scarcity, 
where you will lack nothing, a land whose stones are iron and from whose 
hills you may mine copper. You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your 
God for the good land that he has given you. Take care that you do not 
forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his 
ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When you 
have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when 
your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, 
and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the 
Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid 
waste-land with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for 
you from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your 
ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to 
do you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own 
hand have gained me this wealth.’ But remember the Lord your God, for it 
is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his 
covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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2 Corinthians 9:6-end 
 

A reading from the Second Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must 
give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every 
blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you 
may share abundantly in every good work. As it is written, ‘He scatters 
abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures for ever.’ He who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your 
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be 
enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce 
thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry not only 
supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings 
to God. Through the testing of this ministry you glorify God by your 
obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity 
of your sharing with them and with all others, while they long for you and 
pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
 

This is the word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

We STAND to greet the gospel. 
Gospel Reading 

 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
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Lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are ripe for harvesting. Gather the 
fruit for eternal life. 
Alleluia, (alleluia, alleluia. 
 

The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Luke.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Luke 12:16–30 

Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 
And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no place to store 
my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build 
larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say 
to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.” But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life 
is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are 
not rich towards God.’ He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what you will eat, or about your body, what you will 
wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider 
the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor 
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the 
birds! And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 
If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why do you worry 
about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor 
spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one 
of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe 
you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to eat 
and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations 
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of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father knows that 
you need them. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

(Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.) 
 

The Sermon 
We SIT for the sermon. 
 

The Affirmation of Faith 
 

Let us declare our faith in God. 
 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession – Universal Prayers 
 

We SIT or KNEEL for the prayers of intercession.  
 

After each petition, we respond: 
 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Or 
 

Lord hear us, Lord graciously hear us. 
 

The intercessor may conclude the prayer for the faithful departed with; 
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Rest eternal grant to them O Lord 
And let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

May they rest in peace.  
Amen. 
 

The prayers may conclude with a collect to which all respond:  
Amen.  
 

Or, by us saying together. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

The Peace  
 

We STAND as the Celebrant introduces the Peace:   
 

The harvest of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  
 

The Peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you.  
 

Let us offer one another the sign of peace. 
 

THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

The Offertory 
 

A collection is taken at this celebration. If you don’t have cash or are not part of 
our planned giving scheme and would like to support the ministry costs of St 
Thomas’ please scan the QR code on the back of the chair in front of you, to be 
taken to the online donations page where you can easily donate to support the 
work of St Thomas’ and complete the details allowing the reclamation of Gift 
Aid on your donation. We sing the offertory hymn 
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The Offertory Hymn  

 

Cabbages and greens,  
Broccoli and beans 
Cauliflower and roasted potatoes  
Taste so good to me! –  
 

2. Apricots and plums, ,  
Ripened in the sun  
Oranges and yellow bananas –  
Good for everyone!  
 

Chorus: It’s another Harvest Festival,  
when we bring our fruit and vegetables,  
‘cause we want to share the best of all  
the good things that we’ve been given.  
It’s another opportunity,  
to be grateful for the food we eat,  
with a samba celebration to 
 say ‘Thank you’ to God the Father.  
 

3. Golden corn and wheat,  
Oats and sugar beet,  
Fluffy rice and tasty spaghetti,  
Wonderful to eat! –  
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4. Coffee, cocoa, tea,  
Growing nat’rally,  
Herbal plants and all kinds of spices, -  
Very nice indeed!  
 

Chorus: It’s another Harvest Festival…  
 

Middle 8: Thank you for the harvest,  
Thank you for your goodness,  
For all of the fruit and vegetables  
and the wonderful things that grow 
 

Repeat verses 1, then 2 with Middle 8 
 

The Preparation of the Altar 
 

We stay STANDING after all have been censed, the Priest says; 
Pray, my brothers and sisters, that this my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God the almighty Father. 
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, for the praise 
and glory of his name, for our good, and the good of all his 
Church.  
 

Lord, make holy the gifts we offer with gratitude from the produce of the 
earth. As you have made our land bear a rich harvest, make our hearts 
fruitful with your life and love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Preface 
 

The Lord be with you  
And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
holy Father, almighty and eternal God. 
 

From sunrise to sunset this day is holy, 
for Christ has risen from the tomb 
and scattered the darkness of death 
with light that will not fade. 
 

This day the risen Lord walks with your gathered people, 
unfolds for us your word, 
and makes himself known in the breaking of the bread. 
 

And though the night will overtake this day 
you summon us to live in endless light, 
the never-ceasing sabbath of the Lord. 
 

And so, with choirs of angels 
and with all the heavenly host, 
we proclaim your glory 
and join their unending song of praise: 
 

We remain STANDING as we say the Sanctus and the Benedictus: 
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We KNEEL after the Sanctus and Benedictus. 
Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power 
of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and 
wine may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you 
thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.   

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave 
it to them, saying: 
 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of me.   
 

After the consecration, the following acclamation is said: 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died:  
Christ is risen:  
Christ will come again.  
 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice 
made once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty 
resurrection and glorious ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we 
celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  
 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before 
you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to 
stand in your presence and serve you. 
 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom 
all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of 
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the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Joseph her spouse, St Thomas of Canterbury 
and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; 
 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen 
 

COMMUNION RITE 
 

As our Saviour taught and commanded us, we are bold to pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 

The choir sings the Agnus Dei: 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,  
grant us peace. 
 

The Celebrant invites the people to communion. 
Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Blessed are 
those who are called to his supper. 
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Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and 
I shall be healed. 
 

Please follow the direction of the celebrant and sidespersons to come forward and 
receive communion.  Those who are confirmed are welcome to make their communion 
at our celebration today. Otherwise, please come forward for a blessing with your hands 
crossed across your chest. The response after receiving a blessing is Amen. 
 

Anthem 
 

The Choir sings – Thou visitest the earth — by Maurice Greene 
 

Post Communion 
 

The priest says the post-communion prayer:  
 

Lord of the harvest, with joy we have offered thanksgiving for your love in 
creation and have shared in the bread and the wine of the kingdom: by your 
grace plant within us a reverence for all that you give us and make us 
generous and wise stewards of the good things we enjoy; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Banns and Notices 
 

We sit while any Banns of Marriage are published, and brief notices are given 
out.  We STAND for the Blessing and dismissal. 
 

The Bringing Forward of Symbols of the Harvest 
 

Let us bring forward symbols of the harvest, gifts that God has created 
and his sun and rain have nurtured. Thanks be to God. 
 

Bring forward the harvest of the cornfields, the oats and the wheat, the 
rye and the barley. Thanks be to God. 
 

Bring forward the harvest of roots, the swedes and mangolds, turnips and 
sugar beet. Thanks be to God. 
 



 

19 
 

Bring forward the harvest of seeds for next year’s crops, for clover, for 
hay and for corn. Thanks be to God. 
 

Bring forward the harvest of vegetables, peas, potatoes, beans and hops. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Bring forward the harvest of pears and apples, berries and herbs. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Bring forward the harvest of flowers, the finest blooms from our gardens 
and our fields. Thanks be to God. 
 

Bring forward the grain and the grape, for our Saviour took bread and 
wine to feed us with his body and his blood, given and shed for the life of 
the world. Let us feed on him by faith with thanksgiving. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
praise him, all creatures here below, 
praise him above, ye heavenly host, 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

Blessing and dismissal 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Bow your heads and pray for God’s blessing 
 

God the Father, who created the world, 
give you grace to be wise stewards of his creation. 
Amen. 
 

God the Son, who redeemed the world, 
inspire you to go out as labourers into his harvest. 
Amen. 
 



 

20 
 

God the Holy Spirit, whose breath fills the whole of creation, 
help you to bear his fruits of love, joy and peace. 
Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father,  the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
 

The Mass is ended, go in the peace of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The sacred ministers leave during the final hymn. 
Recessional Hymn 

NEH 262 

 
 

All  We plough the fields, and scatter 
The good seed on the land, 
But it is fed and watered 
By God's almighty hand; 
He sends the snow in winter, 
The warmth to swell the grain, 
The breezes and the sunshine, 
And soft refreshing rain: 
 

Refrain: 
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All good gifts around us 
Are sent from heaven above, 
Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 
For all his love. 

 

He only is the Maker 
Of all things near and far, 
He paints the wayside flower, 
He lights the evening star. 
The winds and waves obey him, 
By him the birds are fed; 
Much more to us, his children, 
He gives our daily bread: [Refrain] 

 

We thank thee then, O Father, 
For all things bright and good; 
The seed-time and the harvest, 
Our life, our health, our food. 
No gifts have we to offer 
For all thy love imparts, 
But what which thou desirest, 
Our humble, thankful hearts: [Refrain] 

Words: Matthias Claudius (1740–1815), 
Translated by Jane M. Campbell (1817–1878) 
Music: Wir pflügen – J. A. P. Schulz (1747–1800) 

 

Organ Voluntary: Prelude in Am BWV 543 - Bach  
(Played by Isabella Patrick) 

 

A warm invitation to stay for refreshments after the 10.00 Sung Mass. 
Doughnuts, coffee and squash are available at the back of the church. 
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Private Devotions during Communion or after Mass 
 

We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful Lord, trusting in 
our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies.  We are not 
worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table.  But thou art 
the same Lord, whose property is always to have mercy:  grant us therefore, 
gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our 
souls washed through his most precious blood, and that we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.           

From the Book of Common Prayer 
 

ALMIGHTY God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants do give 
thee most humble and hearty thanks for all thy goodness and loving-
kindness to us and to all men; [*particularly to those who desire now to 
offer up their praises and thanksgivings for thy late mercies vouchsafed unto 
them.] We bless thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings 
of this life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption of the 
world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, and for the hope of 
glory. And we beseech thee, give us that due sense of all thy mercies, that 
our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we shew forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives; by giving up ourselves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be 
all honour and glory, world without end. Amen. 
*This to be said when any that have been prayed for desire to return praise. 

From the Book of Common Prayer 
 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me  
body of Christ, save me  
blood of Christ, inebriate me  
water from Christ’s side, wash me  
passion of Christ, strengthen me. 
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O good Jesus, hear me  
within thy wounds hide me. 
Suffer me not to be separated from thee.   
From the malicious enemy defend me.   
In the hour of my death call me and bid me come unto thee that I may 
praise thee with thy saints and with thy angels for ever and ever. Amen 
 

Hail holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope!  
To thee do we cry, poor banished children of Eve; to thee do we send up 
our sighs, mourning and weeping in this vale of tears.  Turn then, O most 
gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy towards us, and after this our exile, 
show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  O clement, O loving, O 
sweet Virgin Mary. 

                                 The Salve Regina 
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