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All Saints Day  1 November                                                                                                 Remembrance Sunday 8 November 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Services for Sunday 1 November 2026   All Saints  
St Paul’s 10am Holy Communion preside and preach Rt Rev Matthew 

Porter, Bishop of Bolton 
St Andrew’s 11am Holy Communion preside and preach Rev Mike Dyson  
Service for Wednesday 4 November Holy Communion for All Souls  

preside and preach Rev Steve Williams  
Service for Sunday 8 November 2026   Remembrance Sunday 

St Paul’s 10am Joint Service of Remembrance and Parade lead and preach Rev Mike Dyson 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

1 2 3 4  
Readings for Sun 1 November  Revelation 7: 9-end (1) The multitude from every nation 

     Matthew 5: 1-12   (2) The Beatitudes 
Readings for Sun 8 November 1 Thess 4: 13-end  (3) The coming of the Lord 
     Matt 25: 1-13   (4) Parable of the bridesmaids 

Wed 4 November: Isaiah 43: 1-3a; Rev 21: 1-6a  Wed 28 Oct: Ps 119: 89-96; John 15: 17-end 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

The origin of All Saints' Day can be traced back to the early Christian Church when it was 

established as a day to remember and celebrate the martyrs and other saints who had died for 

their faith. In the early days there was a strong emphasis on the 

veneration of martyrs who had suffered and died for their faith. 

The anniversary of a martyr's death often became a day for 

commemorating their lives and the sacrifices they had made. 

Over time, the feast day's focus expanded beyond just martyrs 

to include all Christian saints—those who were recognized for 

their exceptional holiness and devotion to God. Pope Gregory III 

(731-741) is often credited with establishing 1 November as the 

date for All Saints' Day. This date was chosen to coincide with the dedication of a chapel in St. 

Peter's Basilica in Rome to "All the Saints." It was an attempt to unify the various local 

celebrations of saints' feast days and set a universal date for honouring all the saints. By the 

year 800 it had spread from the Celtic church in Ireland and was being celebrated by the Anglo-

Saxon church in Northumbria. Sainthood isn't limited to those with ‘St’ in front of their names. 

Over time, it expanded to include all faithful Christians who had lived pious and virtuous lives. It 

is a day to acknowledge the witness of those faithful Christians who have gone before us and 

give thanks for their example to us. St Paul reminds us that sainthood is granted by God Himself 

to any ordinary person who simply trusts Christ (1 Corinthians 1:2).                                               

All Souls Day, for which we are having a service on Wednesday 4 November, is a day of prayer 

established by Odilo, abbot of Cluny, in the 11th century to remember all Christians who had 

died. It is known as the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed. He set aside the day after 

All Saints as an additional feast day to remember and pray for those souls who have died and 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=1+corinthians+1:2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odilo_of_Cluny


 

All other needs:  
David Martin St Pauls Churchwarden  
0161 766 2736 dandhmartin@live.co.uk  
Brenda Platt St Andrews Churchwarden 
07769673305 brendaplatt@hotmail.co.uk  
Anthea Darlington Parish Administrator 07397780669  
awdarlington@hotmail.co.uk  
Eileen Booth PCC Secretary 0161 792 9960 
eileenchris5@gmail.com  

           ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
Current Clergy Team: 
Revd Mike Dyson (Associate Minister) 
792 1098 beardandsandals@hotmail.com 
Revd Andy Smith (Associate Priest) 
07496726669 smudger1275@gmail.com  
For more information visit our websites:  
St Paul’s: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15877 
St Andrew’s:  www.achurchnearyou.com/church/15878 
 
  
 
 

are still on their way to heaven. For the Catholic church, these are the souls in purgatory. In the 

Church of England, the focus is on the spiritual bond between the living and the dead. People 

often light candles in memory of loved ones who have died.  On Sunday 15 November we will be 

having a Memorial Service at St Paul’s at 3pm to remember and pray for family and friends 

who have died over the past few years. More information in our next Newsletter.     

********************************************************************************************************** 

Our Prayers  We pray for those who are in need of prayer at this time: Maureen, Tracy, Sandra, 

Flo (in hospital), Pat, Antje and others known to us. We pray for Robert Dick, known to 

many of us some years ago, who died recently.                                                         

Prayer for Remembrance Sunday: Gracious God, we thank You for the bravery and dedication of 

the men and women who served selflessly for our freedom. As we remember the 

sacrifices of war, we also pray for a world where peace reigns. Guide leaders toward 

justice and understanding to prevent future conflicts. Let peace be our shared vision. 

Amen.  “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” (Matthew 5:9) 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Our Stewardship campaign:  a reminder to return your pledge form in the envelope provided to  

David Martin on or before 15 November, when David and Paul will update us on progress. 

Help us to cover our costs in future years and thus remain as a Christian presence and 

beacon of hope in our two communities. Thank to those who have already done so. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On Friday 27 November St Paul’s School celebrates the 50th anniversary of the 

opening of the current school building in September 1976 by the then Prime Minister 

James Callaghan. The staff, children and governors will be joined by representatives 

of St Paul’s Church at 2pm.                                                                                                             

                                                          

Advance notice: Advent course for everyone- 3 sessions on Tuesdays from 7-8pm 

in St Paul’s Social Area. 24 Nov: Star; 1 Dec: Light; 8 Dec: Emmanuel. A mixture of 

Bible readings, pictures, hymns and songs, discussion and seasonal refreshments. 

Come along and enjoy!  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Monthly fundraising and social event programme update 2026                                                                                                                                                              

Nov: Christmas wreath-making Sun 29 Nov 2pm -max 25. Tickets £22 including materials 

and refreshments: selling fast! See Pam S at St Paul’s, Kath W at St Andrew’s                                                                               

Dec: stalls, tombola and raffle at our Christmas services- Family carols with the Guides, 

Brownies and Rainbows (St A) 15 December, Lessons and Carols (St P) 16 December, 

Christingle (St P) 24 December, plus Christmas Afternoon tea 20 Dec 3pm St P Social Area                                                    

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Details of Other Services and Events for the next 2 weeks                                                     

NB please note: Thursday homegroup at 47 Agecroft Road: no further meetings until 2027.                                                      

Tue 3 Nov: St Paul’s Time Out 1.30pm Shoebox filling- volunteers needed!                               

Tue 3 Nov: 7.30pm St Paul’s Social Area New Worshipping Communities Diocesan event  

Wed 4 Nov: St P 10am Holy Communion for All Souls with Rev Steve Williams                               

Sun 8 Nov: joint Remembrance service at St Paul’s; NO SERVICE at St Andrew’s                                

Tue 10 Nov: Bible study  7pm 5 Moorside Road                                                                        

Wed 11 Nov: St P 10am Holy Communion with Rev Christine Hardy with Act of Remembrance                                    
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