Holy Communion Sunday 18" October 2026
Welcome & Notices:

Opening Sentence:

Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

Opening Prayer:
Almighty God,
your Son has opened for us
a new and living way into your presence.
Give us new hearts and constant wills
to worship you in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Opening Song: Be Still for the Presence

Be still for the presence of the Lord, the holy one is here.
Come bow before him now, with reverence and fear.

In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground.

Be still for the presence of the Lord, the holy one is here.

Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant king of light!
Be still for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.

Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace.

No work too hard for him, in faith receive from him.

Be still for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.
David J Evans Copyright © 1986 Thankyou Music

Invitation to Confession:

The gospel calls us to turn away from sin

and be faithful to Christ.

As we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith,
we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy.



Let us admit to God the sin which always confronts us

(Silence)

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you,

through our own fault,

in thought, and word, and deed,

and in what we have left undone.

We are heartily sorry,

and repent of all our sins.

For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,
forgive us all that is past;

and grant that we may serve you in nhewness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Absolution:

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 33:12-end (Diane)

Moses said to the Lord, ‘You have been telling me, “Lead these people,” but
you have not let me know whom you will send with me. You have said, “I
know you by name and you have found favour with me.” If you are pleased
with me, teach me your ways so | may know you and continue to find favour
with you. Remember that this nation is your people.’

The Lord replied, ‘My Presence will go with you, and | will give you rest.’

Then Moses said to him, ‘If your Presence does not go with us, do not send
us up from here. 16 How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and
with your people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and
your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?’

And the Lord said to Moses, ‘I will do the very thing you have asked, because
| am pleased with you and | know you by name.’



Then Moses said, ‘Now show me your glory.’

And the Lord said, ‘I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and |
will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence. | will have mercy on whom
| will have mercy, and | will have compassion on whom | will have
compassion. But,” he said, ‘you cannot see my face, for no one may see me
and live.’

Then the Lord said, ‘There is a place near me where you may stand on a
rock. When my glory passes by, | will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover
you with my hand until | have passed by. Then | will remove my hand and you
will see my back; but my face must not be seen.’

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Song: The Lord's My Shepherd

The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want
He makes me lie in pastures green
He leads me by the still, still waters
His goodness restores my soul.

And I will trust in you alone

And I will trust in you alone

For your endless mercy follows me
Your goodness will lead me home.

He guides my ways in righteousness
And he anoints my head with oil
And my cup, it overflows with joy

| feast on his pure delights.

And I will trust in you alone

And I will trust in you alone

For your endless mercy follows me
Your goodness will lead me home.

And though | walk the darkest path

I will not fear the evil one

For you are with me, and your rod and staff
Are the comfort | need to know



And I will trust in you alone
And I will trust in you alone
For your endless mercy follows me
Your goodness will lead me home
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 22:15-22  (Lindsey)
(Please remain standing for the Gospel reading)

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. They
sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we
know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in
accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no
attention to who they are. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay
the imperial tax to Caesar or not?”

But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying
to trap me? Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a
denarius, and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”

“Caesar’s,” they replied.

Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God
what is God’s.”

When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon: (Richard)

We declare our faith together:

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,



true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Intercessions: (Joyce)

Response
Lord, in your mercy;
Hear our prayer

Merciful Father:
Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Collect for the 20" Sunday after Trinity:

God, our light and our salvation:
illuminate our lives,

that we may see your goodness
in the land of the living,



and looking on your beauty

may be changed into the likeness of
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Peace:
God has called us to live in peace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

Let us offer one another the sign of peace.

Offertory song: When Peace Like a River

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
"It is well, it is well with my soul."

It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
let this blest assurance control:

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,

and has shed his own blood for my soul.

It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.

My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
my sin, not in part, but the whole,

is nailed to the cross, and | bear it no more;

praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!

It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.

O Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend;
even so, it is well with my soul.



It is well with my soul;
it is well, it is well with my soul.
Horatio Gates Spafford, (1828-1888)

Offertory Prayer:

Let us pray.
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power,
the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you. Amen

Eucharistic prayer:

The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation;
in your love you made us for yourself.

When we turned away

you did not reject us,

but came to meet us in your Son.

You embraced us as your children

and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life

that we might live in him and he in us.

He opened his arms of love upon the cross
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed,

at supper with his friends

he took bread, and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to them, saying:



Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,

he gave you thanks, and said:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;

do this in remembrance of me.

Father, we do this in remembrance of him:

his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory,
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy gifts
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, (sung)

God of power and might,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord’s Prayer: (sung)

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.



For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread:

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion:

Draw near with faith.

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,

and his blood which he shed for you.

Eat and drink

iIn remembrance that he died for you,

and feed on him in your hearts

by faith with thanksgiving.

Music during communion: (Joyce to choose)

Post Communion Prayer:

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Amen.

Sharing Time:
Final song: In Christ Alone

In Christ alone my hope is found

He is my light, my strength, my song

This Cornerstone, this solid ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace



When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my all in all
Here in the love of Christ | stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones he came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died

The wrath of God was satisfied

For every sin on him was laid

Here in the death of Christ | live.

There in the ground his body lay

Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day

Up from the grave he rose again

And as he stands in victory

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me

For | am his and he is mine

Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from his hand
Till he returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
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Blessing:

Now may the Lord of peace himself

give you peace at all times and in every way.
The Lord be with you all;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.



Dismissal:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.



	This is the Gospel of the Lord

