Welcome to St. Bartholomew’s Church, Armley

THE CHURCH
OF ENGLAND

Diocese of Leeds

PLEASE PRAY FOR: those who have asked for
our prayers: Joe Dawes, Rita Walker

Sick and suffering: Craig Craggs, Fiona Benson
Recently departed:

Year’s mind: Andrew Kirk 2010, Paul Parks 2009,
Tom Sedgwick 1982, Patricia Thompson 2012,
Mary Passey 2015, Owen Conway (priest) 2004,
Joan Abram 2007, Allenya Jean Feeney 2010,
Ziggy 2022, Joyce Harding 2012, Nicholas
Colchester 1996, Jean Lanaghan 2025, Wilfred
Rollet 1981, Alric Clark 2013, Emily Mawson

Sunday 20th September 2026
25th Sunday of the Year
(Trinity 16)

Parish Mass 10:00am
Celebrant: Fr lan Cook

Hymns: 467 298 410 304 394

THIS WEEK AT ST.
BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH

UPCOMING SERVICES AND
EVENTS

Sunday (today) Heritage Open Day
9:30am - 12:00 noon

Thursday Said Mass 10:00am in
the Centenary Chapel
Saturday Afternoon Tea Party

Please chat to Sheila if you would like to attend

Harvest Thanksgiving Parish Mass and
Church Parade — Sunday 11t October 10:00am
PCC Meeting — Monday 12t October 7:00pm
on Zoom
Christmas Market — Saturday 14t November
11:00am to 2:00pm

Onelottery

Buy your tickets now at
https://www.onelottery.co.uk/support/st-
bartholomews-church

Every week there’s a chance to win the jackpot
of £25,000 as well as a guaranteed local prize.
Autumn’s Super Draw prize is an amazing 2026’s
brand-new iPhone - revealed soon (or the cash
alternative, or the green option — planting trees).

Local lottery winner 12th September — Brian

PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH OF ST.
BARTHOLOMEW, WE ALL SAY:

Heavenly Father, look upon your Church and
may the power of your Holy Spirit strengthen
us and keep us steadfast in our desire to do
your will. Bless all those in authority within
the Church and guide and direct them in
making the right decisions for its future. Help
them to extend Christ’s Kingdom and love and
protect all those under their care. Amen

NEXT SUNDAY 27th September 2026
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Trinity

17)  Sunday Parish Mass 10:00am
Celebrant: Fr lan White

Please take a look at St. Bartholomew’s
Armley website on ‘A Church Near You’

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/3323/
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20 SEPTEMBER 2026
TWENTY-EIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress,
I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever.

COLLECT
O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred Law
upon love of you and of our neighbour,
grant that, by keeping your precepts,
we may merit to attain eternal life.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Isaiah 55:6-9
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

Seek the Lorp while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near;
let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;
let him return to the Lorbp, that he may have compassion on him,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lorp.
For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 145(144):2-3. 8-9. 17-18. R. 18a
R: The Lonp is close to all who call him.

1. I will bless you day after day,
and praise your name for ever and ever.
The Lorp is great and highly to be praised,;
his greatness cannot be measured. R.

2. The Lorp is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in mercy.
How good is the Loro to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. R.

3. The Lorp is just in all his ways,
and holy in all his deeds.
The Lorp is close to all who call him,
who call on him in truth. R.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians.

Brothers and sisters: Christ will be honoured in my body,
whether by life or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and
to die is gain. If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful
labour for me. Yet which | shall choose | cannot tell. | am hard
pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with
Christ, for that is far better. But to remain in the flesh is more
necessary on your account. Let your manner of life be worthy
of the gospel of Christ.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL cf. Acts 16:14b
R: Alleluia, alleluia.

Open our hearts, O Lord,

that we may pay attention to the words of your Son.
R: Alleluia.

GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

At that time: Jesus told his disciples this parable, ‘The kingdom
of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in
the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing
with the labourers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his
vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others
standing idle in the market-place, and to them he said, “You go
into the vineyard too, and whatever is right | will give you.” So
they went. Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth
hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh hour he went out
and found others standing. And he said to them, “Why do you
stand here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no one has
hired us.” He said to them, “You go into the vineyard too.”

‘And when"evening came, the owner of the vineyard said
to his foreman, “Call the labourers and pay them their wages,
beginning with the last, up to the first.” And when those hired
about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a
denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they
would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius.
And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house,
saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the
scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, | am
doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius?
Take what belongs to you and go. | choose to give to this last
worker as | give to you. Am [ not allowed to do what | choose
with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?”
So the last will be first, and the first last.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Receive with favour, O Lord, we pray,
the offerings of your people,
that what they profess with devotion and faith
may be theirs through these heavenly mysteries.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
You have laid down your precepis to be carefully kept;
may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.

Or

{ am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously raise up, O Lord,
those you renew with this Sacrament,
that we may come to possess your redemption
both in mystery and in the manner of our life.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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