First Reading
read by Joy Sang, Verger
A Reading from the Prophecy of Isaiah
1 But now thus says the Lord,
	he who created you, O Jacob,
	he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
	I have called you by name, you are mine.
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
	and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
	and the flame shall not consume you.
3 For I am the Lord your God,
	the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
	Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4 Because you are precious in my sight,
	and honoured, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
	nations in exchange for your life.
5 Do not fear, for I am with you;
	I will bring your offspring from the east,
	and from the west I will gather you;
6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’,
	and to the south, ‘Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
	and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7 everyone who is called by my name,
	whom I created for my glory,
	whom I formed and made.’
Isaiah 43.1-7
	At the end the reader says 
This is the word of the Lord. 
All 	Thanks be to God.
Some verses from Psalm 84  
read by Charlotte Denby, Organist
Response:
Blessed are they who dwell in your house.
1 	How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
My soul has a desire and longing to enter the courts of the Lord;
	my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
2 	The sparrow has found her a house
	and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young: 
at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
3 	Blessed are they who dwell in your house: 
they will always be praising you. R                                                                                          
9 	For one day in your courts 
is better than a thousand. 
10 	I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
than dwell in the tents of ungodliness.
11 	For the Lord God is both sun and shield;
	he will give grace and glory; 
no good thing shall the Lord withhold 
	from those who walk with integrity.
12 	O Lord God of hosts, 
blessed are those who put their trust in you.
	Response:                                                                                                 Blessed are they who dwell in your house.




Second Reading
read by Nigel Talbot-Ponsonby
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews
Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, 
and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us,
 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12.1-2
At the end the reader says 
This is the word of the Lord.
All 	Thanks be to God.


PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION
The Bishop says
Let us pray with gratitude for all that has been, and with hope for all that shall be.

1     Prayer Remembering our Benefactors
Susan Ricketts – A member of the PCC
Gracious God,
we thank you for those whose vision, generosity and faith led to the building of Saint John the Evangelist.
We remember especially the family through whose benefaction this church came into being, and all who through succeeding generations have maintained and cherished it.
Grant that their work may continue to bear fruit in the lives transformed by the gospel and in communities shaped by Christian faith.
Lord, in your mercy,
All    hear our prayer.














2     For the Church
Robina Talbot-Ponsonby - A Member of the Congregation 
Gracious God, we thank you for this church of Saint John the Evangelist, for all who conceived it, built it and endowed it; especially for the generosity, vision and faith of the Waddington family whose gift and perseverance established this place of worship.
Bless them and all who have followed them in faithful service.
Lord, in your mercy,
All    hear our prayer.





















3     For Former Clergy and Lay Leaders
Julie Blackwell - A member of the PCC
We thank you for bishops, priests, deacons, churchwardens and lay leaders and all the members of the PCC, who have served here through the generations.
For their faithfulness, kindness, sacrifices and love, we give you thanks.
Lord, in your mercy,
All    hear our prayer.





















4     For the Village and wider Community
Roger Hetherington - A member of the civil Parish Council
We pray for Langrish, for its homes and families, for young and old, for newcomers and those whose roots stretch back many generations.
May the Christian faith continue to flourish within this community.
Lord, in your mercy,
All    hear our prayer.























For the Future
Rosemary Bishop & Malcolm Farrow of East Meon PCC
A     We pray for our shared future reunited as one parish
and ask God to bless the whole Parish of East Meon and Langrish 
in all its works begun, continued and ended in him.
God of reconciliation and hope,
as we prepare to join our life more closely with each other, 
we commend this future into your hands.
B     Unite what is separate.
Heal what is anxious.
Strengthen what is fragile.
Deepen friendships.
Enlarge our vision.
Make us generous in love and steadfast in faith.
As streams join to form a greater river, 
so bind us together in common worship, shared witness and mutual care;
that, honouring the inheritance we have received, 
we may pass on the faith of Christ to generations yet to come.
Lord, in your mercy,
All    hear our prayer.













6     For the Faithful Departed
Reverend Canon Terry Louden
Almighty and eternal God,
we remember before you today the generations who have worshipped in this place.
We give thanks for the faith of those who built this church, for those who sustained its life through years of prosperity and years of challenge, for clergy and people, benefactors and servants, and for all whose prayers have sanctified these walls.
We remember those whom we have loved and see no longer: those baptised at this font, those married before this altar, those whose earthly lives were commended to your mercy from this place, and those who rest in the churchyard awaiting the day of resurrection.
Grant them refreshment, light and peace; 
and bring us with them to the joy of your heavenly kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Lord, in your mercy,
All    hear our prayer.
And at the end of the prayers, the final reader says:
Merciful Father,
All    accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
 
 
