Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community
Scattered Church: Worship at home on 27/09/26 Trinity 17
Hymn
At the name of Jesus ev'ry knee shall bow,
ev'ry tongue confess him King of glory now.
'Tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord,
who from the beginning was the mighty Word.

At his voice creation sprang at once to sight,
all the angel faces, all the hosts of light,
thrones and dominations, stars upon their way,
all the heav'nly orders in their great array.

Truly, this Lord Jesus shall return again,

with his Father's glory, with his angel train;

for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow,

and our hearts confess him King of glory now. Caroline Maria Noel 1817-1877

This is the day that the Lord has made.

Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Loving God, we have come to worship you.
Help us to pray to you in faith,

to sing your praise with gratitude,

and to listen to your word with eagerness;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts.
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

We are often slow to follow the example of Christ.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

We often fail to be known as Christ’s disciples.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

We often fail to walk the way of the cross.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love bring us back to himself,
forgive us our sins,
and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,



you take away the sin of the world:

have mercy on us;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect

Gracious God,

you call us to fullness of life:

deliver us from unbelief and banish our anxieties

with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Readings

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-end

The word of the Lord came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the
land of Israel, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? As |
live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are
mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that
shall die.

Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it
not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit
iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when
the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right,
they shall save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions
that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says,
‘The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are
unfair?

Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord God.
Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from
you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For | have no pleasure in the death of
anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Philippians 2:1-13

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit,
any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests,
but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.

And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.



Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,

and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is
at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Matthew 21:23-32

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was
teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?’ Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then |
will also tell you by what authority | do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or
was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say
to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the
crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.” And he said
to them, ‘Neither will | tell you by what authority | am doing these things.

‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the
vineyard today.” He answered, “| will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The

father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, I go, sir’; but he did not

go. Which of the two did the will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.” Jesus said to them, ‘Truly | tell
you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors
and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and
believe him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

Reflection
(Dial 01647 407047 to hear it again during the week)

Affirmation of faith
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.

Though he was divine,

he did not cling to equality with God,

but made himself nothing.

Taking the form of a slave,

he was born in human likeness.

He humbled himself

and was obedient to death,

even the death of the cross.

Therefore God has raised him on high,

and given him the name above every name:

that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bow,

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. Amen. cf Philippians 2.6-11

Intercessions



The Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace

Jesus says to his disciples,

‘Peace | leave with you; my peace | give you.

Not as the world gives do | give to you.

Let not your hearts be troubled or afraid.’ cf John 14.27

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Notices

In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy,
help us, heavenly Father, to trust your love,

to serve your purpose, and to praise your name;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen.

Hymn

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine;

O, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Saviour all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Saviour all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture burst on my sight;
angels descending, bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.



Perfect submission, all is at rest,

| in my Saviour am happy and blest;

watching and waiting, looking above,

filled with His goodness, lost in His love. Frances Jane von Alstyne
(Fanny J Crosby 1820-1915)
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Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community Services

Telephone Services
(Call 0333 0110 616; code 334 7721)

Sundays at 9am: Sunday Worship — a half hour Service of the Word: hymns, readings and
prayers

Church Services
Sept 27 Trinity 17 10.30am HC St Thomas Becket Bridford
10.30am HC St James Christow
10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford
4.00pm Forest Church Ashton
Oct 4 Trinity 18 10.30am HC St John the Baptist Ashton
10.30am HC St Michael Doddiscombsleigh
10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford
Oct 11 Trinity 19 10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving St Thomas Becket Bridford
10.30am Harvest Thanksgiving St Mary Dunsford
11.00am Harvest Thanksgiving St Michael & All Angels
Dunchideock

Oct 18 Luke the 10.30am HC St Mary Dunsford
Evangelist 11.00am Harvest Thanksgiving St James Christow
16.30am Harvest Thanksgiving St Michael Doddiscombsleigh
Oct 25 Last after 10.30am HC St Thomas Becket Bridford
Trinity 10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford
4.00pm Forest Church Ashton
Nov 1 All Saints 10.30am HC St John the Baptist Ashton

10.30am HC St Michael Doddiscombsleigh
6pm All Souls’ Service of Remembering St Thomas Becket
Bridford

Nov 8 Remembrance 10.50 St John the Baptist Ashton

Sunday 10.50 St Thomas Becket Bridford

10.50 with HC St James Christow
10.45 St Michael Doddiscombsleigh
10.45 St Michael & All Angels Dunchideock
10.50 St Mary Dunsford

Nov 15 2 before Advent 10.30am HC St James Christow
10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford

Nov 22 Christ the King 10.30am MC HC St Thomas Becket Bridford



10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford

Nov 29 Advent Sunday 10.30am MC HC St Michael & All Angels Dunchideock
10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford
6.00pm Advent Carol Service St James Christow

Dec 6 Advent 2 10.30am MC HC St John the Baptist Ashton
10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford
Dec 13 Advent 3 10.30am MC HC St Thomas Becket Bridford

10.30am Christingle St Mary Dunsford

Want to make a donation?
Use the QR codes below, or go to https://www.achurchnearyou.com and search for the
parish you want to support...remember to Gift Aid your donation if you can...thank you!
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