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Diocese of Manchester

Le Ction ary You are invited to follow the first two readings while seated, and as is the
custom, to just listen, standing if possible, as the Holy Gospel is proclaimed.

Midweek 9th September 2026
Trinity 14
The Collect
Almighty God,
whose only Son has opened for us a new and
living way into your presence:
give us pure hearts and steadfast wills to wor-
ship you in spirit and in truth; through Jesus
Christ your Son ourlLord, who is alive and
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First reading: | Corinthians 7:25-31
A reading from Pauls Ist Letter to the Corinthians.

Now concerning virgins, | have no command of
the Lord, but | give my opinion as one who by the
Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. | think that, in view
of the impending crisis, it is well for you to remain
as you are. Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek
to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek
a wife. But if you marry, you do not sin, and if a
virgin marries, she does not sin. Yet those who
marry will experience distress in this life, and |
would spare you that. | mean, brothers and sis-
ters, the appointed time has grown short; from
now on, let even those who have wives be as
though they had none, and those who mourn as
though they were not mourning, and those who
rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and

those who buy as though they had no possessions,
and those who deal with the world as though they

had no dealings with it. For the present form of
this world is passing away.

This is the word of the Lord,

All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Psalm 45:1 |-end

I'l. So shall the king have pleasure in your beau-

ty; * he is your lord, so do him honour.

I2. The people of Tyre shall bring you

gifts; »  the richest of the people shall seek your
favour.

I3. The king’s daughter is all glorious with-

in; » her clothing is embroidered cloth of gold.

[4. She shall be brought to the king in raiment of

needlework; * after her the virgins that are her
companions.

I5. With joy and gladness shall they be

brought * and enter into the palace of the king.
|6. ‘Instead of your fathers you shall have

sons, * whom you shall make princes over all
the land.

[7. ‘1 will make your name to be remembered
through all generations; * therefore shall the
peoples praise you for ever and ever.’

This is the word of the Lord,
All: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: Luke 6:20-26
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to Matthew.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God.
‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will
be filled.
‘Blessed are you who weep now, for you will
laugh.
‘Blessed are you when people hate you, and when
they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on
account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely
your reward is great in heaven; for that is what
their ancestors did to the prophets.
‘But woe to you who are rich, for you have re-
ceived your consolation.
‘Woe to you who are full now, for you will be
hungry.
‘Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will
mourn and weep.
‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that
is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Post Communion Prayer
Lord God, the source of truth and love, keep us
faithful to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,
united in prayer and the breaking of bread, and
one in joy and simplicity of heart,

in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




