Good Morning and welcome to our Morning Worship for 15th Sunday after Trinity
themes of the day (dependence on God, care for the vulnerable, trust in God’s provision),
Call to Worship
God of every nation and every generation,
as we gather on this day,
kindle in us quiet courage).
Draw us into your presence,
that we may worship you in spirit and in truth.
Opening Hymn 79..Dear Lord and father of mankind
 Opening Prayer 
Loving God,
you call your people to live faithfully in the small, everyday moments of life.
teach us to walk in your ways with humility,
to speak truth with kindness,
and to serve others with joy.
Bless this time of worship,
that we may be renewed in heart and strengthened in hope.
Amen.
Confession (Together)
Faithful God,
Forgive us for our flickering flame,
forgive us for our faltering steps
forgive us for our fickle friendship.
Amen
Bible Readings 







1st Reading -  Romans 14: 1 – 12  The Weak and the Strong
14 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarrelling over disputable matters. 2 One person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand.
5 One person considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each of them should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as special does so to the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living.
10 You, then, why do you judge your brother or sister[a]? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is written:
“‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord,
‘every knee will bow before me;
    every tongue will acknowledge God.’”[b]
12 So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.









Gospel reading  - Matthew 18:21 – 35  The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.[a]
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold[b] was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt.
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, cancelled the debt and let him go.
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver coins.[c] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that had happened.
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed.
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

Hymn 381 Make me a channel of your peace


Reflection/talk - (Romans 14:1–12 & Matthew 18:21–35)
Over the past few weeks, Jennifer and I have taken part in Safeguarding training and so I have tried to include this perspective in my reflection on today’s readings.
Both of today’s readings ask a searching question: How do we live together faithfully when we disagree, when we fail, and when we hurt one another? It’s a question every church faces, every family faces, every community faces. And it’s also at the heart of safeguarding: How do we create a community where people are safe, valued, and treated with dignity?
Paul and Jesus lead us to the same answer: a life shaped by mercy, responsibility, and care.
Paul writes to a church divided over everyday practices: what people eat, which days they honour, how they express their faith. Some believers feel free; others feel cautious.
And Paul says: “Who are you to pass judgement on someone else’s servant?” In other words: They belong to God, not to you.
Paul isn’t saying differences don’t matter. He’s saying that our belonging to Christ matters more.
This is a safeguarding truth as well: every person is precious, every conscience matters, and no one should be pressured, belittled, or dismissed.
Paul calls us to create space for one another — to honour each other’s conscience, to assume the best rather than the worst, and to remember that Christ died and rose for all of us.
A safe church is one where people don’t have to be identical to be loved. Where differences are held gently. Where no one uses their strength, status, or confidence to silence or overshadow someone else.
Then Jesus takes us deeper. Peter asks, “How many times must I forgive? Seven times?” Jesus replies, “Not seven times, but seventy‑seven times.” He tells the story of a servant forgiven an impossible debt who then refuses to forgive a tiny debt owed to him.
The message is clear: We are forgiven people — so we must be forgiving people.
But forgiveness in Scripture is never the same as “putting up with harm” or “pretending everything is fine.”
Safeguarding reminds us that forgiveness and boundaries must go hand in hand.
Forgiveness is about releasing resentment, not removing accountability. It is about refusing to let hurt define the future, but it is not about allowing harmful behaviour to continue.
Jesus’ parable is about mercy — but it is also about justice. The king confronts wrongdoing. He names it. He deals with it.
A safe church does the same. We forgive from the heart, but we also protect the vulnerable, challenge harmful behaviour, and ensure that grace never becomes an excuse for silence.
Romans 14 teaches us not to judge one another. Matthew 18 teaches us to forgive one another. Safeguarding teaches us to protect one another.
Put them together and we get a powerful vision of Christian community:
· A place where disagreements don’t become divisions.
· A place where failure doesn’t end relationships.
· A place where mercy is the default, not the exception.
· A place where everyone is safe, especially the most vulnerable.
· A place where forgiveness is offered, but harmful behaviour is never ignored.
Both passages remind us that God is the centre, not us. We don’t belong to one another as critics or gatekeepers. We belong to God — and God deals with us in mercy, patience, and love.
When we remember that, we become gentler with each other. We become slower to judge, quicker to forgive, and more willing to carry one another’s burdens without ever compromising safety.
In our churches, families, and communities:
· We will disagree.
· We will misunderstand each other.
· We will hurt each other.
· And sometimes, sadly, people will behave in ways that are unsafe or damaging.
Paul and Jesus invite us to choose a different way:
· To assume the best rather than the worst.
· To let mercy interrupt resentment.
· To forgive wisely, with boundaries.
· To protect the vulnerable and challenge harm.
· To remember that God is God — and we are not.
A safeguarding culture is simply the practical expression of Christian love. It is mercy with wisdom. Forgiveness with accountability. Grace with protection.
It is the way we make sure that our church is a place where people can grow, where people can fail safely, and where grace is not just a word we say, but a gift we give — without ever putting anyone at risk.
Romans 14 and Matthew 18 call us to a life shaped by mercy. Safeguarding calls us to a life shaped by responsibility. Together they call us to be a community where judgement is replaced by compassion, resentment is replaced by forgiveness, and harm is replaced by protection and care.
May God give us the courage to be people of grace, people of patience, people who forgive wisely, and people who protect faithfully as we reflect the love of Christ.
Amen

Creed
I believe in God the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.

I believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

I believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us with power from on high.

I believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen 
Hymn 205  I cannot tell








Intercessions for the 15th Sunday after Trinity 
Let us pray to the God who sustains all creation and invites us to trust in his goodness.
Faithful God, strengthen your Church to live with trust, compassion, and hope. Guide all who lead and serve, that we may reflect your generous love in our communities.
Lord, in your mercy — hear our prayer.
God of peace, we pray for places torn by conflict: for Ukraine, Gaza and Israel, Sudan, Myanmar, and all who live with fear and instability. Protect civilians and inspire leaders to seek justice and peace.
We remember the people of Nepal, affected by landslides and flooding. Comfort those who mourn, protect those still at risk, and strengthen all responding with aid and care.
Lord, in your mercy — hear our prayer.
Creator God, as our world faces climate disruption, help us to honour your creation and support communities affected by extreme weather and disaster.
Lord, in your mercy — hear our prayer.
Compassionate God, we pray for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain; for those under financial strain and anyone who feels overwhelmed or forgotten.
In silence we name those on our hearts…
Silence
May your healing presence surround them.
Lord, in your mercy — hear our prayer.
Generous God, bless our villages. Strengthen carers, teachers, emergency workers, volunteers, and all who serve the common good.
Lord, in your mercy — hear our prayer.
God of life, we give thanks for those who have gone before us in faith. May we trust in your promises and walk in the hope of Christ.
Lord, in your mercy — hear our prayer.
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.
And we draw all our prayers together as say 
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed by Thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses.
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen
Closing Hymn 425  O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder
Blessing
May the God who clothes the lilies and watches over the sparrows guard your heart and steady our steps.
May Christ, our companion and our strength, walk with us in every uncertainty and lead you into paths of peace.
May the Holy Spirit fill us with courage, kindness, and quiet trust, that we may bear God’s hope to all whom we meet.
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always. Amen.

