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You are invited to follow the first two readings while seated, and as is the
custom, to just listen, standing if possible, as the Holy Gospel is proclaimed.

Midweek 19th August 2026
Trinity | |
The Collect

O God, you declare your almighty power
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity:
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace, that
we, running the way of your commandments, may receive
your gracious promises, and be made partakers of your
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First reading: Ezekiel 34:1-11
A reading from the book of Ezekiel.

The word of the Lord came to me:

Mortal, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel: prophesy,
and say to them—to the shepherds: Thus says the Lord
God: Ah, you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding
yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? You eat
the fat, you clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter
the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep. You have not
strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you
have not bound up the injured, you have not brought back
the strayed, you have not sought the lost, but with force and
harshness you have ruled them. So they were scattered,
because there was no shepherd; and scattered, they became
food for all the wild animals. My sheep were scattered, they
wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill; my
sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with no
one to search or seek for them. Therefore, you shepherds,
hear the word of the Lord:

As | live, says the Lord God, because my sheep have be-
come a prey, and my sheep have become food for all the
wild animals, since there was no shepherd; and because my
shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the shep-
herds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep;
therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the Lord:

Thus says the Lord God, | am against the shepherds; and |
will demand my sheep at their hand, and put a stop to their
feeding the sheep; no longer shall the shepherds feed them-
selves. | will rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that
they may not be food for them. For thus says the Lord God:
I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out.

This is the word of the Lord,
All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Psalm 23

I. The Lord is my shepherd; * therefore can | lack noth-

ing.

2. He makes me lie down in green pastures *
me beside still waters.

3. He shall refresh my soul * and guide me in the paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake.

and leads

4. Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| will fear no evil; «  for you are with me; your rod and
your staff, they comfort me.
5. You spread a table before me in the presence of those
who trouble me; *  you have anointed my head with oil and
my cup shall be full.
6. Surely goodness and loving mercy shall follow me all the
days of my life, * and | will dwell in the house of the Lord
for ever.

This is the word of the Lord,

All: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard.
After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage,
he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about
nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-
place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard,
and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did
the same. And about five o’clock he went out and found
others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you
standing here idle all day?” They said to him, “Because no
one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the
vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their
pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.”
When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came,
they thought they would receive more; but each of them
also received the usual daily wage. And when they received
it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, “These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, | am doing
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage! Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to
this last the same as | give to you. Am | not allowed to do
what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because | am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first
will be last.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Post Communion Prayer
Lord of all mercy,
we your faithful people have celebrated that one true sacri-
fice which takes away our sins and brings pardon and peace:
by our communion keep us firm on the foundation of the
gospel and preserve us from all sin;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




