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Welcome

Our worship draws us together as one community face to face with God. Being
with God and one another is what we call communion. We are glad you have
chosen to join this precious moment.

Welcome whether you are joining us onsite or online. If you would like not to be
on camera, please sit outside the pillars on the right as you enter.

Welcome to babies, children and young people. We support breastfeeding in
services; we also have a room allocated if preferred. We understand that young
children make noise. If you are under three and are looking for a quiet space,
there’s a room where your carer can watch the service. If you are aged 3-11,
Children’s Church gathers during the Gloria, not long after worship begins. A
youth group for teenagers meets fortnightly on Sunday afternoons.

Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of dementia, or physical,
sensory or mental health issues, or are neurodivergent. The order of service is
online. Large print copies are available. The hearing loop works best on the
south side of the church. Step-free access to church is via the ramp on the
north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via the lifts near the portico.

Welcome to anyone concerned about safeguarding. If you would like to reach
our safeguarding team, you can email safeguarding@smitf.org.

Welcome to all heritages and experiences of race, culture and language. At the
Lord’s Prayer, all are invited to speak in their preferred language. Our 1.30pm is
in Cantonese. Our welcomers are happy to help where they can if you are new
to English. You are also very welcome if you are LGBTQIA+.

Welcome if you are of no professed faith or are from a faith tradition other than
Christianity. Welcome if you are wary of faith. If you’d like to explore what you
believe in a friendly and non-judgemental group, our Being With courses run
throughout the year online and in the building. Email beingwith@smitf.org for
more details.

Welcome if you are looking for silent contemplation. We keep an intentional
period of silence after the confession, the sermon, the anthem, and the
intercessions. You are welcome to receive prayers for healing and wholeness
at the altar rail at the end of the service.

During the service we receive bread in the form of a wafer, and wine from
a common cup. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available on
request in the south aisle. If you need to receive in your seat, let a welcomer
know; ministers will come to you. If you would rather not receive communion
you may bow your head to indicate you would like to receive a simple prayer for
blessing, or you are welcome to remain in your seat.

You are welcome to share in refreshments in St Martin’s Hall after the service.
Our welcomers can show you where to find toilets. We invite your ideas to help
us to become a more welcoming community.

We are glad you are here.
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The Gathering

Welcome
Please stand.

The Greeting

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body

as we gather on site and online.

Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.

Though in many places, we are united as one body.

Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.

Opening Hymn

For the beauty of the earth,

for the beauty of the skies,

for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies,

Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

For the beauty of each hour

of the day and of the night,

hill and vale and tree and flower,
sun and moon and stars of light:
Refrain

For the joy of human love,

brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above,
pleasures pure and undefiled:
Refrain

For each perfect gift of thine,
to our race so freely given,
graces human and divine,

flowers of earth and buds of heaven:

Refrain

continued...
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For thy church which evermore
lifteth holy hands above,
offering up on every shore

her pure sacrifice of love,

Lord of all, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.

Folliott Sandford Pierpoint (1835-1917)

Please sit or kneel.

Confession

Let us confess our sins to the God who hears our prayer and longs
to forgive our sins and deliver us from evil.

Jesus, you taught us to pray for your will to be done on earth as in
heaven, yet we follow our own wills and way.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Jesus, you taught us to pray ‘Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us’, yet we withhold forgiveness from others.

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Jesus, you taught us to pray ‘Lead us not into temptation’, yet we are
often all too willingly led into temptation.

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen
you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Please remain seated.

Children gather at the north east door during the Gloria to go to
Children's Church.
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Gloria in Excelsis sung by the choir

Collect

Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you such good
things as pass our understanding: pour into our hearts such love
toward you that we, loving you in all things and above all things, may
obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

First Reading Genesis 25: 19-end read by Genevieve Marjoribanks

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was
the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married
Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister
of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because
she was barren; and the Lord granted his prayer, and his wife
Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within her; and
she said, ‘If it is to be this way, why do | live?’ So she went to inquire
of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples born of you shall be divided; one shall be stronger
than the other, the elder shall serve the younger.” When her time to
give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came
out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.
Afterwards his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel;
so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore
them.

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skilful hunter, a man of the field,
while Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau,
because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field,
and he was famished. Esau said to Jacob, ‘Let me eat some of that
red stuff, for | am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) Jacob
said, ‘First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, ‘I am about to die; of
what use is a birthright to me?’ Jacob said, ‘Swear to me first.” So he
swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau
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bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his
way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading Romans 8: 1-11 read by Valentina Chan

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free
from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the
flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For
those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on
the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind
that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Hear the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.

Gospel Hymn

Come, thou fount of every blessing,

tune my heart to sing thy grace;

streams of mercy never ceasing

call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious measure

sung by flaming tongues above;

O the vast, the boundless treasure

of my Lord's unchanging love! continued...
4



All

All

Here | find my greatest treasure:
hither by thy help I've come,

and | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,

interposed his precious blood. continued after Gospel reading

Gospel Reading Matthew 13: 1-9

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake.
Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and
sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told
them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went out to
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they
did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had
no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and
since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty,
some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn continued

O to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be.

Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,
prone to leave the God | love;
take my heart, O take and seal it,
seal it from thy courts above.

Robert Robinson (1735-1790)
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Please sit after the opening prayer.
Sermon Revd Dr Sam Wells
Silence is kept.

Anthem The Spirit of the Lord Elgar

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the Gospel
to the poor: he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord; to give unto them that mourn a garland for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning,
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he might be glorified. For as the earth
bringeth forth her bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are sown in it to
spring forth; so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring forth
before all the nations.

Isaiah 61, from 'The Apostles’

Silence is kept.
Please stand.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,

seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
6



and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Please sit or kneel.

Prayers of Intercession led by Jeff Claxton

The response to the prayers is:
God of wonder and love,
All  hear our prayer.

And, at the end:
Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

Silence is kept.

Please stand.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Christ brings us peace with God, with ourselves, with one another,
and with the whole creation.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
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All may exchange a sign of peace.

During the following hymn a collection will be taken for
the ministry and work of St Martin-in-the-Fields. You
are welcome to donate by scanning the QR code, 3=
cash in the collection bags (filling in a Gift Aid

envelope if applicable), or card machine (please see

Jeff Claxton to register your payment card for Gift Aid).

Offertory Hymn

1 O sing a song of Bethlehem,
of shepherds watching there,
and of the news that came to them
from angels in the air:
the light that shone on Bethlehem
fills all the world today;
of Jesus' birth and peace on earth
the angels sing alway.

2 O sing a song of Nazareth,
of sunny days of joy;
O sing of fragrant flowers' breath,
and of the sinless boy:
for now the flowers of Nazareth
in every heart may grow,
now spreads the fame of his dear name
on all the winds that blow.

3 O sing a song of Galilee,
of lake and woods and hill,
of him who walked upon the sea,
and bade its waves be still:
for though, like waves on Galilee,
dark seas of trouble roll,
when faith has heard the Master's word,
fall peace upon the soul.

A musical interlude may be played on the organ before the final verse is sung

continued...
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O sing a song of Calvary,

its glory and dismay;

of him who hung upon the tree,

and took our sins away:

for he who died on Calvary

is risen from the grave,

and Christ, our Lord, by heaven adored,
is mighty now to save.

Louis Fitzgerald Benson (1855-1930)

Preparation of the Table
Taking of the Bread and Wine

The table is prepared and bread and wine are received from the
congregation and placed upon it. The financial gifts of the people are
gathered and presented with the following prayer:

Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed, by whose love
heaven is opened, by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.
Blessed be God forever.

Eucharistic Prayer

The Lord be with you
and also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Creator God, you made this earth of paths and rocks and thorns and
soil. To Abraham you promised fertile land, and to Moses you offered
blessing and freedom. In your prophets you called your people to
cultivate the promises of your land and cherish the blessings of your
freedom. In Jesus you gave us your superabundant soil. In his cross
he was ploughed and broken open, that we might be restored,
replenished and renewed, to be planted again as your good seed in
this earth. And so we gladly thank you, with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending
praise.

Please sit.
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Sanctus and Benedictus sung by the choir
Please stand.

Abundant God, from your good soil you make enough and plenty to
feed and inspire all your children, and out of your earth you bring the
glory of resurrection life. Come among us now through the power of
your Spirit, that we may be transformed into your likeness, and that
these qifts of bread and wine may become for us the body and blood
of your Son Jesus Christ. Who, at supper with his disciples, took
bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying,
‘Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup. Again he gave
you thanks, and gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.’

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died:

Christ is risen:

Christ will come again.

Transforming God, where your children are in the grip of evil and
bewilderment, bring them your courage and clarity. Where they are
without deep root and facing trouble or persecution, give them
patience and endurance. Where they are burdened by the cares of
the world and tempted by the lure of wealth, offer them wisdom and
understanding. And where they bear fruit and yield, make that fruit so
plentiful that it may feed all in your world who hunger for faith, for
hope, or for love. Sanctify your groaning creation, that your universe
may breathe your breath and be filled with your life anew, that we
may love what you love, and do what you would do, Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, ever one God.

Amen.

Please sit or kneel.
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The Lord's Prayer

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our own preferred
language.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

Anthem O taste and see Vaughan Williams

O taste and see how gracious the Lord is: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.
Psalm 34: 8

Giving of Communion

Come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like
to have more; you who have been to this sacrament often, and you
who have not been for a long time; you who have tried to follow Jesus
and you who have failed. Come, it is Christ who calls us to meet him
here.

Amen.

Communicant members of all Christian churches are invited to
receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are available in the central
aisle and both side aisles. Gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic wine
are available in the south aisle upon request from the assistant. If you
wish to receive communion in your seat, do let a steward know.
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Communion Motet Agnus Dei

Silence is kept.

Prayer after Communion

God of love you have sowed the seed of your Gospel in our
hearts. We pray that we may be the good soil and our lives bring
forth the abundant fruits of your kingdom. Amen.

The Dismissal
Notices

Please stand.

Blessing

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Thanksgiving Hymn

O for a thousand tongues to sing
my dear Redeemer's praise,

the glories of my God and King,
the triumphs of his grace.

Jesus! The name that charms our fears,
that bids our sorrows cease;

'tis music in the sinner's ears,

'tis life and health and peace.

He speaks; and, listening to his voice,
new life the dead receive,
the mournful broken hearts rejoice,
the humble poor believe.
continued...
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4 My gracious Master and my God,
assist me to proclaim
and spread through all the earth abroad
the honours of thy name.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All  In the name of Christ. Amen.

Organ Voluntary  Prelude and Fugue in E minor BWV 533
J.S. Bach

Prayers for healing are available in the side pew boxes after the
service.
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