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At the start of our service this morning, please join the choir in singing “There
is a Redeemer”:
There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God’s own Son;
precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Holy One.

Thank you, O my Father, for giving us Your Son
and leaving Your Spirit till the work on Earth is done.

Jesus, my Redeemer, name above all names;
precious Lamb of God, Messiah,
Hope for sinners slain.

When | stand in glory, | shall see His face;
and there I'll serve my King forever
in that holy place.

CALL TO WORSHIP
We stand before the throne of God with countless crowds from every
nation and race, tribe and language.



Blessing and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honour,
power and might be to our God for ever and ever. Amen.

Opening Hymn: Here on the threshold of a new beginning

Here on the threshold of a new beginning,
by grace forgiven, now we leave behind
our long-repented selfishness and sinning
and all our blessings call again to mind:
Christ to redeem us, ransom and restore us,
the love that holds us in a Saviour’s care,
faith strong to welcome all that lies before us,
our unknown future, knowing God is there.

May we, your children, feel with Christ’s compassion
an earth disordered, hungry and in pain;
then, at your calling, find the will to fashion
new ways where freedom, truth and justice reign;
where wars are ended, ancient wrongs are righted,
and nations value human life and worth;
where in the darkness lamps of hope are lighted
and Christ is honoured over all the earth.

So may your wisdom shine from scripture’s pages
to mould and make us stones with which to build
God’s holy temple, through eternal ages,
one church united, strong and Spirit-filled;
heirs to the fullness of your new creation,
in faith we follow, pledged to be your own;
yours is the future, ours the celebration,
for Christ is risen! God is on the throne!

God of our days and years, we set this time apart for you. Form us in
the likeness of Christ so that our lives may glorify you. Amen.



INVITATION TO CONFESSION

The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. As
we offer ourselves to him in penitence and faith, we renew our
confidence and trust in his mercy.

God of mercy, we acknowledge that we are all sinners. We turn
from the wrong that we have thought and said and done, and
are mindful of all that we have failed to do. For the sake of
Jesus, who died for us, forgive us for all that is past, and help us
to live each day in the light of Christ our Lord. Amen.

ABSOLUTION
May God our Father forgive you your sins and bring you to the eternal
joy of his kingdom, where dust and ashes have no dominion. Amen.

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (All Stand)

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,

we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,

Lord God, Lamb of God,

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:

receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

THE COLLECT

Let us pray the Collect together:

Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good
things: graft in our hearts the love of your name, increase in us
true religion, nourish us with all goodness, and of your great
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mercy keep us in the same; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD (All Sit)

First Reading: Isaiah 44: 6-8

® Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of
hosts: | am the first and | am the last; besides me there is no god. ” Who
is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before
me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell
us what is yet to be. ® Do not fear, or be afraid; have | not told you from
of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! |s there any god besides
me? There is no other rock; | know not one.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 86: 11-17
"' Teach me your way, O Lord, that | may walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
12 | give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
and | will glorify your name for ever.
I3 For great is your steadfast love towards me;
you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
14 O God, the insolent rise up against me;
a band of ruffians seeks my life, and they do not set you before them.
I5 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
6 Turn to me and be gracious to me;
give your strength to your servant; save the child of your serving-maid.
|7 Show me a sign of your favour,
so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame,
because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.
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Second Reading - Romans 8:12-25

' So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh— " for if you live according to the flesh, you will
die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. '* For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. "
For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you
have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father! ' it is
that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of
God, ' and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified
with him.

'®* | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. '’ For the creation
waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; * for
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope ' that the creation itself will be set
free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory
of the children of God. * We know that the whole creation has been
groaning in labour pains until now; * and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we
wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. ** For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is
seen? * But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Hymn: From the falter of breath
From the falter of breath,
through the silence of death,
to the wonder that’s breaking beyond;
God has woven a way, unapparent by day,
for all those of whom heaven is fond.



From frustration and pain,
through hope hard to sustain,
to the wholeness here promised, there known;
Christ has gone where we fear and has vowed to be near
on the journey we make on our own.

From the dimming of light,
through the darkness of night,
to the glory of goodness above;
God the Spirit is sent to ensure heav’n’s intent
is embraced and completed in love.

From today till we die
through all questioning why,
to the place from which time and tide flow;
angels tread on our dreams and magnificent themes
of heav’n’s promise are echoed below.

Gospel Reading - Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

*Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; * but while
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat, and then went away. ** So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared as well. ¥ And the slaves of the
householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed
in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” ** He
answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then do
you want us to go and gather them?” * But he replied, “No; for in
gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. ** Let
both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time | will
tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”

* Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples
approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the
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field.” *” He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of
Man; * the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, * and the enemy
who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. ** Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with
fire, so will it be at the end of the age. * The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all
evildoers, “ and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. ® Then the righteous will
shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears
listen!

This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON

THE NICENE CREED (All Stand)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God, begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son

is worshipped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (All sit or kneel)
This response is used:
Lord, guide us: and help us.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE (All Stand)

Jesus says: ‘Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Do not let
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.’ (cf John 14:27)
The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.



Offertory Hymn: Great is thy faithfulness
Great is thy faithfulness, O God, my Father;
There is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.

Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see.
All | have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together:

Generous God, creator, redeemer, sustainer, at your table we
present this money, symbol of the work you have given us to
do; use it, use us, in the service of your world to the glory of

your name. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF RESERVED HOST
Christ is the bread of life:

When we eat this bread and drink this cup we proclaim your

death, Lord Jesus, until you come in glory.



PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy so much

as to gather up the crumbs under your table.

But you are the same Lord

whose nature is always to have mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ

and to drink his blood,

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body

and our souls washed through his most precious blood,

and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

We invite you to receive the bread which has been duly consecrated by
Archdeacon Leslie and is now being used as the reserved sacrament.

Hymn during Communion: Abba, Father, let me be

Abba, Father, let me be

yours and yours alone.

May my will forever be

more and more your own.
Never let my heart grow cold,
never let me go.

Abba, Father, let me be

yours and yours alone.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We say together:
Jesus, no words can express our gratitude and amazement that
you should die for us. How amazing it is that each of our lives
is so valuable to you that you would lay yours down to reach
us. May the presence of you through this reserved sacrament
remain with us as we seek to take your message of love and
grace into the world. Amen.
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NOTICES

Closing Hymn: At the Name of Jesus
At the name of Jesus
every knee shall bow,
every tongue confess him
King of glory now:
'tis the Father's pleasure
we should call him Lord,
who from the beginning
was the mighty Word.

In your hearts enthrone him;
there let him subdue
all that is not holy,
all that is not true:
crown him as your captain
in temptation's hour;
let his will enfold you
in its light and power.

Truly, this Lord Jesus
shall return again,
with his Father's glory,
with his angel train;
for all wreaths of empire
meet upon his brow,
and our hearts confess him
King of glory now.

CLOSING PRAYER
God of our pilgrimage, you have led us to the living water: refresh and
sustain us as we go forward on our journey, in the name of Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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BLESSING

The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus,
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; and the blessing of God
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and
remain with you always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Acknowledgment: Common Worship- Service and Prayers for the Church of England—Times and Seasons © The
Archbishops” Council 2006.New Patterns For Worship, © The Archbishops’ Council 2002.
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