
1/8

St Luke’s Church Fontainebleau
The Seventh Sunday after Trinity

Service of the Word
19 July 2026

Service led by Nancy Austin, Congregational Worship Leader

Welcome to our service this morning.
The outline for today’s service is contained in this service guide and from our website.

You are invited to respond at various points with the words in bold print.

If you have any prayer concerns that you would like included in our prayers today there is a book at the back of the  
Chapel where you can write these down.

Our chaplain contact details: chaplain.stlukesfontainebleau@gmail.com

 

Worship lies at the heart of the Christian life. 
It is in worship that we express our theology and define our identity. 

It is through encountering God within worship 
that we are formed and transformed as his people. 

As we sit quietly before this service commences let us prepare ourselves to meet Jesus and receive him into 
our hearts by spending a few moments in prayer and reflection.

Welcome
Please stand as we sing our first Hymn:

Opening Hymn: Great is thy faithfulness (SoF 147)

1 Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail 
not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.

Ref:
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Great is Thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter, and springtime and 
harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

THE GREETING
O Lord, open our lips
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father and to the Son

https://www.saintlukesfontainebleau.org/
mailto:chaplain.stlukesfontainebleau@gmail.com
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and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

CONFESSION  Please sit or kneel as we pray together:

Human sin disfigures the whole creation
which groans with eager longing for God’s 
redemption.
We confess our sin in penitence and faith.

Come, let us return to the Lord and say:
Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your 
love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse 

us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your 
salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

May almighty God, who sent his Son into 
the world to save sinners,
bring us his pardon and peace, now and 
forever.
Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.

THE COLLECT FOR THE DAY
Lord of all power and might,
the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the 

same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
We sit for our first reading:

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 44:6-8
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
    and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first, and I am the last;
    besides me there is no god.
Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
    let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to 

come?
    Let them tell us what is yet to be.
Do not fear or be afraid;
    have I not told you from of old and declared it?
    You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
    There is no other rock; I know not one.

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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CANTICLE Psalm 86:11-17
Please say the words in bold:

11 Teach me your way, O LORD,
    that I may walk in your truth;
    give me an undivided heart to revere your 
name.Ω
12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with 
my whole heart,
    and I will glorify your name forever.
13 For great is your steadfast love toward 
me;
    you have delivered my soul from the 
depths of Sheol.
14 O God, the insolent rise up against me;
    a band of ruffians seeks my life,

    and they do not set you before them.
15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and 
gracious,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast 
love and faithfulness. 
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me;
    give your strength to your servant;
    save the child of your maidservant.
17 Show me a sign of your favor,
    so that those who hate me may see it 
and be put to shame,
    because you, LORD, have helped me and 
comforted me.

We say together:

Glory to the Father and the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now 
and shall be forever.
Amen.

GRADUAL HYMN: Father God I wonder (SoF 92)

Father God I wonder how I managed
To exist without the knowledge
Of Your Fatherhood
And your loving care
But now I am Your child
I am adopted in Your family

And I will never be alone
‘Cause Father God You’re here beside me

I will sing Your Praises (3x) Forevermore
I will sing Your Praises (3x) Forevermore

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for if you live 
according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit  
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to be  
revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for the  
creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that  
the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the  
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labour pains until now; and not  
only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for  
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope.  
For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL READING: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed  
good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the  
wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as  
well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow good seed in your 
field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves  
said to him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, “No; for in gathering the weeds 
you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at  
harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather 
the wheat into my barn.” ’

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us 
the parable of the weeds of the field.’ He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 
the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the 
evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers  
are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The 
Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 
and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then  
the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

This is the Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

THE SERMON

DECLARATION OF FAITH
Please stand

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 
our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father,
and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Please be seated

...
Merciful Father, accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen
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THE PEACE
Please stand.

The harvest of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

The peace of the Spirit of God be with all of you
And also with you

Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace. 

THE OFFERTORY HYMN: The King of Love my Shepherd is (SoF 533)
During which an offering is collected:

1 The King of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth  never;
I nothing lack if I am His 
and He  is mine  forever

2 Where streams of living water flow
My ransomed soul he leadeth,
And where the verdant pastures grow
With food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love he sought me,
And on his shoulder gently laid,
And home, rejoicing, brought me.

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill
With thee, dear Lord, beside me;
Thy rod and staff my comfort still,
Thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spread'st a table in my sight;
Thy unction, grace bestoweth:
And O what transport of delight
From thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
Within thy house for ever.

We say together:

All things come from you,
and of your own do we give you.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.
Amen.

OUR NOTICES
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THE SENDING OUT
Please stand while we sing our Final Hymn:

FINAL HYMN: In Christ alone (SoF 1346)

1. In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My comforter, my all in all
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

2. In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save
Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.

3. There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life's first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

THE BLESSING

God of power,
may the boldness of your Spirit transform us,
may the gentleness of your Spirit lead us,
may the gifts of your Spirit equip us to serve and worship you
now and always.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ, 
Amen.
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Safeguarding at Saint-Luke’s
Safeguarding is exactly what it says – guarding the safety of the members of our Church Community and 
as such it has its roots very firmly in our Christian duty to love one another. If you have any concerns,  
please contact our Safeguarding Officer, either in church of by email.

Our Safeguarding Officer is Roy Martin.
His email address is: sgofficer.stlukesfontainebleau@gmail.com

Church Notices
Special Series for Autumn
I wonder how well you know the ‘Big Stories’ of the Old Testament which have become part of our culture, 
stories like David and Goliath, Samson and Delilah, Abraham and Isaac, and Jonah and the Whale? Perhaps 
you were told them at school, or had them read to you at home. With the decline of knowledge of the 
Bible, we are in danger of losing sight of them. Even our reading of Scripture at Sunday services doesn’t  
help: we hear only parts and never the whole.

With these challenges in mind we’re going to spend part of the autumn looking at one of the best loved 
Old  Testament  stories,  that  of  Joseph and his  brothers,  better known as  Joseph and  his  amazing 
technicolour dreamcoat. It’s an inspiring lesson about reconciliation in relationships, a profoundly human 
need that is universal and timeless. 

Over the course of four alternate Sunday morning services in September and October, beginning with 
‘Rentrée Sunday' on September 6th, we're going to look at the whole story, as told in Genesis 37-50. More 
details will follow, but for now, and perhaps over the summer, you might like to look again at the story. You 
could read it again, or watch a film version of it. Whatever you do, I hope you’ll be able to come to the 
services, as together we immerse ourselves in this wonderful and hopeful story.

Leading Intercessions
Our prayers on a Sunday morning are an important and integral part of our worship. We have a rota for 
our Intercessions which is separate from the other sign-up rota. If you would be interested in joining our 
merry band of intercessors, please drop Netta a line at mcfadyens@hotmail.com or send an SMS to Netta 
at +33 (0) 6 81 87 62 57.
Do ask if you are unsure or if you have any queries. Thank you.

mailto:mcfadyens@hotmail.com?subject=Information%20on%20leading%20intercessions
mailto:sgofficer.stlukesfontainebleau@gmail.com?subject=Saint-Like's%20-%20Safeguarding
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Giving to Saint-Luke’s
The Anglican Church of St. Luke’s Fontainebleau is 100% self-funded and our ministry depends on God’s faithfulness 
and the faithful giving of time, talents, and money from our congregation as we seek to serve Jesus Christ through 
welcome, worship, and witness.

GIVING TO ST LUKE’S CAN BE MADE IN A VARIETY OF WAYS:
1. Regular monthly giving by bank transfer. This is by far the easiest and most efficient way to provide 
regular financial support to St Luke’s (bank details at the bottom of page).

2. Occasional or one-off donations via Bank Transfer.

3. Regular or occasional giving by cheque: either by sending a cheque made payable to “Eglise Anglicane de  
Fontainebleau” to the Treasurer or simply placing a cheque in the collection basket during the service.

4. Cash offerings in the collection basket in the service (Euros preferably !). Please consider replacing any 
giving that you would have made in cash with a cheque or an online donation during the period of suspension 
of physical services.

* All information concerning giving and donations is private and treated as confidential *
* Standing orders for regular giving by bank transfer can be amended or cancelled at any time *

TAX CERTIFICATES
If you are a French taxpayer, you will receive an annual ‘tax certificate’ for your giving online, by bank transfer or  
cheque which will allow you to claim a reduction on your tax (*)
*up to a limit for all your charitable giving of 20% of your taxable income

FURTHER INFORMATION
Should you require any additional information or have any questions or require assistance, please contact Christopher 
Burton-Page: treasurer.stlukesfontainebleau@gmail.com

THANK YOU – your generous giving, whatever the amount, large or small,  is so important to us and is greatly 
appreciated.

mailto:treasurer.stlukesfontainebleau@gmail.com
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