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Welcome
Our worship draws us together as one community face to face with God. Being 
with God and one another is what we call communion. We are glad you have 
chosen to join this precious moment.
Welcome whether you are joining us onsite or online. If you would like not to be 
on camera, please sit outside the pillars on the right as you enter.
Welcome to babies, children and young people. We support breastfeeding in 
services; we also have a room allocated if preferred. We understand that young 
children make noise. If you are under three and are looking for a quiet space, 
there’s a room where your carer can watch the service. If you are aged 3-11, 
Children’s Church gathers during the Gloria, not long after worship begins. A 
youth group for teenagers meets fortnightly on Sunday afternoons.
Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of dementia, or physical, 
sensory or mental health issues, or are neurodivergent. The order of service is 
online. Large print copies are available. The hearing loop works best on the 
south side of the church. Step-free access to church is via the ramp on the 
north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via the lifts near the portico.
Welcome to anyone concerned about safeguarding. If you would like to reach 
our safeguarding team, you can email safeguarding@smitf.org.
Welcome to all heritages and experiences of race, culture and language. At the 
Lord’s Prayer, all are invited to speak in their preferred language. Our 1.30pm is 
in Cantonese. Our welcomers are happy to help where they can if you are new 
to English. You are also very welcome if you are LGBTQIA+.
Welcome if you are of no professed faith or are from a faith tradition other than 
Christianity. Welcome if you are wary of faith. If you’d like to explore what you 
believe in a friendly and non-judgemental group, our Being With courses run 
throughout the year online and in the building. Email beingwith@smitf.org for 
more details.
Welcome if you are looking for silent contemplation. We keep an intentional 
period of silence after the confession, the sermon, the anthem, and the 
intercessions. You are welcome to receive prayers for healing and wholeness 
at the altar rail at the end of the service.
During the service we receive bread in the form of a wafer, and wine from 
a common cup. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available on 
request in the south aisle. If you need to receive in your seat, let a welcomer 
know; ministers will come to you. If you would rather not receive communion 
you may bow your head to indicate you would like to receive a simple prayer for 
blessing, or you are welcome to remain in your seat.
You are welcome to share in refreshments in St Martin’s Hall after the service. 
Our welcomers can show you where to find toilets. We invite your ideas to help 
us to become a more welcoming community. 

We are glad you are here.



	 The Gathering
	 Introit   You are the centre   Margaret Rizza

You are the centre, you are my life, you are the centre, O Lord, of my life. Come, 
Lord, and guide me, Lord of my life, send me your spirit, Lord of my life. Come, Lord, 
and heal me, Lord of my life, come, Lord, and teach me, Lord of my life. Give me your 
spirit and teach me your ways, give me your peace, Lord, and set me free.
Margaret Rizza (b. 1929)

	 Welcome

	 Please stand. 

	 The Greeting
	 The Lord be with you.  
All	 And also with you

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body
as we gather on site and online.

	 Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.
All 	 Though in many places, we are united as one body.
	 Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.

Opening Hymn   
1	 Come, thou fount of every blessing,
	 tune my heart to sing thy grace;
	 streams of mercy never ceasing
	 call for songs of loudest praise.
	 Teach me some melodious measure
	 sung by flaming tongues above;
	 O the vast, the boundless treasure
	 of my Lord's unchanging love.
2	 Here I find my greatest treasure:
	 hither by thy help I've come,
	 and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
	 safely to arrive at home.
	 Jesus sought me when a stranger,
	 wandering from the fold of God;
	 he, to rescue me from danger,
	 interposed his precious blood.

continued...
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3	 O to grace how great a debtor
	 daily I'm constrained to be!
	 Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter,
	 bind my wandering heart to thee.
	 Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
	 prone to leave the God I love;
	 take my heart, O take and seal it,
	 seal it from thy courts above!
	 Robert Robinson (1735-1790)

Please sit or kneel.

	 Confession
Let us confess our sins to our God who longs to bring us peace and 
offers us the gift of life. 

	 You offer us joy, but we turn our backs on you. 
	 Lord, have mercy. 
All	 Lord, have mercy.    
	 You give us hope, but we live in fear.  
	 Christ, have mercy. 
All	 Christ, have mercy.   
	 You open your heart to us, but we fail to trust in your promises. 
	 Lord, have mercy. 
All	 Lord, have mercy. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon 
you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen 
you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.   

All	 Amen.  

Children gather at the north east door during the Gloria to go to 
Children's Church.

	 Please stand.
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	 Gloria in Excelsis   
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	 Collect 
Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and have sent the 
Spirit of your Son into our hearts whereby we call you Father: give us 
grace to dedicate our freedom to your service, that we and all creation 
may be brought to the glorious liberty of the children of God; through 
Jesus Christ  your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

All	 Amen. 

	 Please sit.

	 The Liturgy of the Word 
	 First Reading   Genesis 21: 8-21   read by Eugene Ling

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast 
on the day that Isaac was weaned. But Sarah saw the son of Hagar 
the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son 
Isaac. So she said to Abraham, ‘Cast out this slave woman with her 
son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my 
son Isaac.’ The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account 
of his son. But God said to Abraham, ‘Do not be distressed because 
of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says 
to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall 
be named after you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a 
nation of him also, because he is your offspring.’ So Abraham rose 
early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it 
to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her 
away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of 
Beer-sheba.
When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one 
of the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way 
off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, ‘Do not let me look 
on the death of the child.’ And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up 
her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy; and the 
angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, ‘What 
troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice 
of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with 
your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.’ Then God opened 
her eyes, and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin 
with water, and gave the boy a drink.
God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, 
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and became an expert with the bow. He lived in the wilderness of 
Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

	 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All	 Thanks be to God. 

	 Second Reading   Romans 6: 1b-11   read by Helen Riley
What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that 
grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go 
on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptised 
into Christ Jesus were baptised into his death? Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might 
walk in newness of life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly 
be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self 
was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and 
we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also 
live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will 
never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death 
he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus.

	 Hear the word of the Lord. 
All	 Thanks be to God. 

	 Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.

	 Gospel Hymn   
1	 Source and fount of all creation,
	 pour your Spirit from above
	 on the bearers of your image,
	 offspring of a human love.
	 Human hopes and human graces
	 break beneath the weight of sin;
	 fear and envy wrench asunder
	 world without and self within.

continued...
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2	 Human love is unavailing
	 counter-weight to sin and strife;
	 love of God alone can hold us
	 on the way that leads to life.
	 Praised be God, whose Son our Saviour
	 human nature has restored,
	 living, dying, raised in glory,
	 to the likeness of its Lord.

continued after Gospel reading

	 Gospel Reading   Matthew 10: 24-39
	 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
All	 Glory to you, O Lord. 

‘A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it 
is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the 
master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how 
much more will they malign those of his household!
‘So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be 
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. What I 
say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, 
proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but 
cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of 
them will fall to the ground unperceived by your Father. And even the 
hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of 
more value than many sparrows.
‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will 
acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me 
before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven.
‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not 
come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to set a man 
against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-
in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of 
one’s own household. Whoever loves father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

	 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All	 Praise to you, O Christ. 
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	 Hymn   continued
3	 Christ our universal Saviour,
	 nature's poet, nature's priest,
	 through life's troubled waters bring us
	 to the eucharistic feast,
	 where rejoicing saint and sinner
	 praise the Lord of time and space,
	 Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
	 fount of being, source of grace.
	 Peter Baelz (1923—2000)

	 Please sit after the opening prayer.

	 Sermon   Revd Dr Sam Wells

	 Silence is kept.

	 Anthem   It Is Well with My Soul   Bliss arr. Randa Kirshbaum 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll. 
Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to know it is well, it is well with my soul. Though 
Satan should buffet, though trials should come, let this blest assurance control, that 
Christ hath regarded my helpless estate, and hath shed his own blood for my soul. 
My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought, my sin, not in part but the whole, is nailed 
to his cross, and I bear it no more, praise the Lord, praise the Lord, oh my soul. And 
Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, a song in the night, oh my soul. 

Horatio G. Spafford (1828-1888)

	 Silence is kept.

Please stand.

Apostles' Creed 	
All	 We believe in God, the Father almighty,
  	 creator of heaven and earth.
  	 We believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
  	 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
  	 born of the Virgin Mary,
  	 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
  	 was crucified, died, and was buried;
  	 he descended to the dead.
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  	 On the third day he rose again;
  	 he ascended into heaven,
  	 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
  	 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
  	 We believe in the Holy Spirit,
  	 the holy catholic Church,
  	 the communion of saints,
  	 the forgiveness of sins,
  	 the resurrection of the body,
  	 and the life everlasting. 
  	 Amen.

	 Please sit or kneel.

	 Prayers of Intercession   led by Flora Saxby
	 The response to the prayers is:
	 God of wonder and love,
All	 hear our prayer.
	 And, at the end:
	 Merciful Father,
All	 accept these prayers
	 for the sake of your Son,
	 our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

	 Silence is kept.

	 Please stand.

	 The Liturgy of the Sacrament
	 The Peace 

We are the body of Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised into one 
body. Let us then pursue all that makes for peace and builds up our 
common life.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All	 and also with you.
	 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

	 All may exchange a sign of peace.
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During the following hymn a collection will be taken for 
the ministry and work of St Martin-in-the-Fields. You 
are welcome to donate by scanning the QR code, 
cash in the collection bags (filling in a Gift Aid 
envelope if applicable), or card machine (please see 
Jeff Claxton to register your payment card for Gift Aid).

	 Offertory Hymn   
1	 Come ye faithful, raise the anthem,
	 cleave the skies with shouts of praise;
	 sing to him who found the ransom,
	 Ancient of eternal Days,
	 God of God, the Word incarnate,
	 whom the heaven of heaven obeys.
2	 Ere he raised the lofty mountains,
	 formed the seas, or built the sky,
	 love eternal, free, and boundless,
	 moved the Lord of Life to die,
	 fore-ordained the Prince of princes
	 for the throne of Calvary.
3	 There, for us and our redemption,
	 see him all his life-blood pour!
	 There he wins our full salvation,
	 dies that we may die no more;
	 then, arising, lives for ever,
	 reigning where he was before.
4	 Bring your harps, and bring your incense,
	 sweep the string and pour the lay;
	 let the earth proclaim his wonders,
	 King of that celestial day;
	 he the Lamb once slain is worthy,
	 who was dead, and lives for ay.
A musical interlude may be played on the organ before the final verse is sung

5	 Laud and honour to the Father,
	 laud and honour to the Son,
	 laud and honour to the Spirit,
	 ever Three and ever One,
	 consubstantial, co-eternal,
	 while unending ages run.
	 Job Hupton (1762-1849) and John Mason Neale (1818-1866)
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	 Preparation of the Table 
	 Taking of the Bread and Wine 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are received from the 
congregation and placed upon it. The financial gifts of the people are 
gathered and presented with the following prayer: 

	 Blessed be God, by whose grace creation is renewed, by whose love  
	 heaven is opened, by whose mercy we offer our sacrifice of praise.
All	 Blessed be God forever 

	 Eucharistic Prayer 
	 The Lord be with you
All	 and also with you.
	 Lift up your hearts.
All	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All	 It is right to give thanks and praise.

We lift our hearts and souls to you, Lord God, for you made creation 
out of nothing, and in Abraham you called a people to be your own. 
You crafted a destiny for your children from the barrenness of despair 
and the wilderness of sin. You made an everlasting covenant that 
bound you and humanity to be with one another forever. In Jesus you 
made a new covenant that embodied humankind’s full presence 
before you and your full presence before humankind. And so we 
gladly thank you, with angels and archangels, and all the company of 
heaven, singing the hymn of your unending glory. 



Uniting God, you bind yourself to us in Christ’s death and you bind 
us to yourself in Christ’s resurrection. In him we are dead to sin and 
alive to you. Send now your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this meal 
in his memory, that we might be a ransomed, healed, restored, and 
forgiven people delivered from the curse of slavery and that this 
bread and wine may be for us the body and blood of your Son Jesus 
Christ. Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you 
thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Take, eat: this 
is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ 
After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

	 Great is the mystery of faith. 
All 	 Christ has died:
	 Christ is risen:
	 Christ will come again.

Jealous God, you want us for yourself and you teach us to shape all 
our loves as ways of loving you. Give your consolation to all who live 
with no peace, but only a sword. Dwell with those who find their 
household divided, son against father, mother against daughter; and 
any who find it hard to love you and to cherish their family members 
too. Restore your church that it may discover you on the way of the 
cross and find its life by losing it for your sake, until the day when you 
are the joy of our desiring and we the joy of yours, when every eye 
shall behold you and every tongue confess you as Lord, one and holy 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All	 Amen.

Please sit or kneel.

	 The Lord's Prayer
	 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our own preferred  
	 language.

All	 Our Father in heaven,
	 hallowed be your name,
	 your kingdom come,
	 your will be done,
	 on earth as in heaven.
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	 Give us today our daily bread.
	 Forgive us our sins
	 as we forgive those who sin against us.
	 Lead us not into temptation
	 but deliver us from evil.
	 For the kingdom, the power, 
	 and the glory are yours
	 now and for ever.  
	 Amen.

	 Breaking of the Bread
	 As Christ breaks bread with us
All	 he enfolds our story in his story.

	 Agnus Dei

	 Giving of Communion
Taste and see. Happy is the one who finds strength in Christ, our 
living bread. Come, he has called you to be the bearer of his presence 
to all. Come and follow him.

Communicant members of all Christian churches are invited to 
receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are available in the central 
aisle and both side aisles. Gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic wine 
are available in the south aisle upon request from the assistant. If you 
wish to receive communion in your seat, do let a steward know.
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	 Communion Anthem   Ex ore innocentium   Ireland
It is a thing most wonderful, almost too wonderful to be, that God's own Son should 
come from heaven, and die to save a child like me. And yet I know that it is true: he 
chose a poor and humble lot, and wept, and toiled and mourned and died, for love of 
those who love him not. I sometimes think about the cross, and shut my eyes, and 
try to see the cruel nails and crown of thorns, and Jesus crucified for me. But even 
could I see him die, I should but see a little part of that great love, which, like a fire, 
is always burning in his heart. And yet I want to love thee, Lord; O light the flame 
within my heart, and I will love thee more and more, until I see thee as thou art.

Bishop William Walsham How (1823-1897)

	 Silence is kept.

	 Prayer after Communion
O God, whose beauty is beyond our imagining and whose power we 
cannot comprehend: show us your glory as far as we can grasp it, 
and shield us from knowing more than we can bear until we may look 
upon you without fear; through Jesus Christ our Saviour.

All	 Amen.

	 The Dismissal
	 Notices

	 Please stand.

	 Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.

All	 Amen.

	 Thanksgiving Hymn 
1	 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
	 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
	 I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
	 thy power throughout the universe displayed:

continued...
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	 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee, 
	 'How great thou art! How great thou art!'
	 Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
	 'How great thou art! How great thou art!'

2	 When through the woods and forest glades I wander
	 and hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
	 when I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
	 and hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze;
	 Then sings my soul...

3	 And when I think that God, his Son not sparing, 
	 sent him to die, I scarce can take it in. 
	 that on the cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
	 he bled and died to take away my sin:
	 Then sings my soul...

4	 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
	 and take me home – what joy shall fill my heart!
	 Then shall I bow in humble adoration
	 and there proclaim, 'My God, how great thou art!'
	 Then sings my soul... 
	 Stuart K. Hine (1899-1989)

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord

All	 In the name of Christ. Amen.

	 Blessing Anthem   A Clare Benediction   John Rutter
May the Lord show his mercy upon you; may the light of his presence be your guide: 
may he guard you and uphold you; may his spirit be ever by your side. When you 
sleep, may his angels watch over you; when you wake, me he fill you with his grace. 
May you love him and serve him all your days, then in heaven may you see his face. 
May the Lord’s loving kindness surround you; keep you safe as you journey on your 
way: may he lead you and inspire you as he grants you the gift of each new day. May 
he bless all your loved ones and cherish them; ev’ry friend, ev’ry stranger at your 
door: in the name of his Son, our Saviour Chris, may God bless you, now and ever-
more. 

John Rutter (b. 1945)

Organ Voluntary   Paean   Philip Moore

	 Prayers for healing are available at the altar rail after the service.
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