
Holy Communion and Baptism 
Sunday 17th May 2026  

 
Welcome and notices 
 
God is spirit. 
Let us worship him in spirit and truth.  
The Lord is with us. 
Let us praise his name together. 
 
Almighty God, your Son has opened for us a new and living  
way into your presence. 
Give us new hearts and constant wills to worship you in spirit  
and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SoF425     
O LORD MY GOD! when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,  
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,  
Thy power throughout the universe displayed: 
 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur, 
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze; 
 
And when I think that God His Son not sparing,  
Sent Him to die—I scarce can take it in.  
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing,  
He bled and died to take away my sin: 
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When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
And take me home—what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then shall I bow in humble adoration 
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!  
  Stuart K. Hine. © 1953 Stuart K. Hine/ Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 

Invitation to confession 
God shows his love for us in that, while we were still sinners,  
Christ died for us. 
Let us then show our love for him 
by confessing our sins in penitence and faith. 

Confession 
God of mercy, 
we acknowledge that we are all sinners.  
We turn from the wrong that we have thought and said  
and done, 
and are mindful of all that we have failed to do.  
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us,  
forgive us for all that is past, 
and help us to live each day 
in the light of Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Absolution 
May the Father forgive us by the death of his Son 
and strengthen us to live in the power of the Spirit 
all our days. Amen. 
 
SoF 102 
FATHER, WE LOVE YOU, 
We worship and adore You, 
Glorify Your name in all the earth. 
Glorify Your name, 
Glorify Your name, 
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Glorify Your name in all the earth. 
 
Jesus, we love You … (etc.) 
 
Spirit, we love You … (etc.)  
  Donna Adkins. © 1976 Maranatha! Music/ 
 
Bible Readings: Acts 1.6–14 and John17:1-11 
 
Talk        

The Baptism 
Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us that to enter the kingdom of  
Heaven we must be born again of water and the Spirit, 
and has given us baptism as the sign and seal of this new birth.  
Here we are washed by the Holy Spirit and made clean. 
Here we are clothed with Christ, dying to sin that we may live  
his risen life. 
As children of God, we have a new dignity and God calls us to  
fullness of life. 
 
Heavenly Father, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit, you give your faithful people new 
life in the water of baptism. 
Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, that we who are born  
again may serve you in faith and love, and grow into the full  
stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is alive and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit now and for ever.   Amen. 
 
Addressing the whole congregation 
Faith is the gift of God to his people. In baptism the Lord is adding 
to our number those whom he is calling. 
People of God, will you welcome  
and uphold   Anne-Marie & Sharon in their new life in Christ? 
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With the help of God, we will 
We all wander far from God and lose our way: Christ comes to 

find 
us and welcomes us home. In baptism we respond to his call.  
Therefore I ask: 
Do you turn away from sin? 
I do 
Do you reject evil? 
I do 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
I turn to Christ. 
Do you trust in him as Lord? 
I do 
We praise you, loving Father, for the gift of your Son Jesus. 
He was baptised in the River Jordan, where your Spirit came upon  
Him and revealed him as the Son you love. 
He sent his followers to baptise all who turn to him. 
Now, Father, we ask you to bless this water, that those who are  
baptised in it may be cleansed in the water of life, and, filled with 
your Spirit, may know that they are loved as your children, safe in 
Christ for ever. Amen. 
 
Let us affirm, together our common faith in Jesus Christ.  
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, the one for whom we exist? 
All   I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human 
nature, died for us and rose again? 
All   I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to  
the people of God and makes Christ known in the world? 
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All   I believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 
All   This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God,   
        Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 
…….I baptise you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 
All   Amen. 
 
Christ claims you for his own. 
Receive the sign of his cross. 
Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.  
All   Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ 

against sin, the world and the devil, 
and remain faithful to Christ to the end of your life. 
 

May God, who has received you by baptism into his Church, 
pour upon you the riches of his grace, 
that within the company of Christ’s pilgrim people  
you may daily be renewed by his anointing Spirit,  
and come to the inheritance of the saints in glory.    
All  Amen. 
 
God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 
and has given us a place with the saints in light. 
You have received the light of Christ; 
walk in this light all the days of your life. 
All   Shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Prayers  
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SoF120 
FROM HEAVEN YOU CAME, 
Helpless babe, 
Entered our world, 
Your glory veiled; 
Not to be served 
But to serve, 
And give Your life 
That we might live. 
 

This is our God, 
The Servant King, 
He calls us now 
To follow Him, 
To bring our lives 
As a daily offering 
Of worship to 
The Servant King. 

 
There in the garden 
Of tears, 
My heavy load 
He chose to bear; 
His heart with sorrow 
Was torn, 
‘Yet not My will 
But Yours,’ He said. 
 
Come see His hands 
And His feet, 
The scars that speak 
Of sacrifice; 
Hands that flung stars 
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Into space 
To cruel nails 
Surrendered. 
 
So let us learn 
How to serve, 
And in our lives 
Enthrone Him; 
Each other’s needs 
To prefer, 
For it is Christ 
We’re serving.  
  Graham Kendrick.©1983 Kingsway’s Thankyou Music. 
 
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: 
by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body. 
All   We welcome you into the fellowship of faith; 

we are children of the same heavenly Father; 
we welcome you. 

 
We offer one another a sign of peace 
(end streaming) 
 
The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; 
in your love you made us for yourself. 
When we turned away 
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you did not reject us, 
but came to meet us in your Son. 
All   You embraced us as your children 
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you. 
In Christ you shared our life 
that we might live in him and he in us. 
All   He opened his arms of love upon the cross 
and made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin. 
On the night he was betrayed, 
at supper with his friends 
he took bread, and gave you thanks; 
he broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
All   Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his body is the bread of life. 
At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, 
he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
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All   Father, we do this in remembrance of him: 
his blood is shed for all. 
 
As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, 
send your Holy Spirit that this bread and this wine 
may be to us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
All   As we eat and drink these holy gifts 
make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
With your whole Church throughout the world 
we offer you this sacrifice of praise 
and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
Looking for the coming of his kingdom, 
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
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now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
Every time we eat this bread 
and drink this cup, 
All   we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes. 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Distribution  
 
As we wait in silence, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit.  
As we listen to your word, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit.  
As we worship you in majesty, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit.  
As we long for your refreshing, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit.  
As we long for your renewing, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit.  
As we long for your equipping, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit.  
As we long for your empowering, 
make us ready for your coming Spirit.  
 
HYMN  Build Your Kingdom Here 
Come set Your rule and reign 
In our hearts again 
Increase in us we pray 
Unveil why we're made 
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Come set our hearts ablaze with hope 
Like wildfire in our very souls 
Holy Spirit come invade us now 
We are Your church 
We need Your pow'r in us 
 

Chorus 
Build Your kingdom here 
Let the darkness fear 
Show Your mighty hand 
Heal our streets and land 
Set Your church on fire 
Win this nation back 
Change the atmosphere 
Build Your kingdom here we pray 
 

We seek Your kingdom first 
We hunger and we thirst 
Refuse to waste our lives 
For You're our joy and prize 
To see the captives' hearts released 
The hurt the sick the poor at peace 
We lay down our lives for heaven's cause 
We are Your church 
We pray revive this earth 
 

Unleash Your kingdom's pow'r 
Reaching the near and far 
No force of hell can stop 
Your beauty changing hearts 
You made us for much more than this 
Awake the kingdom seed in us 
Fill us with the strength and love of Christ 
We are Your church 
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We are the hope on earth 
Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson, William Herron, © 2011 Thankyou Music  

 
God the Father, 
who has given to his Son the name above every name, 
strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord. 
Amen. 
God the Son, 
who is our great high priest passed into the heavens, 
plead for you at the right hand of the Father. 
Amen. 
God the Holy Spirit, 
who pours out his abundant gifts upon the Church, 
make you faithful servants of Christ our King. 
Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
 
Waiting expectantly for the promised Holy Spirit,  
go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia 

 
 
 
 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
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