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Welcome
Our worship draws us together as one community face to face with God. Being 
with God and one another is what we call communion. We are glad you have 
chosen to join this precious moment.
Welcome whether you are joining us onsite or online. If you would like not to be 
on camera, please sit outside the pillars on the right as you enter.
Welcome to babies, children and young people. We support breastfeeding in 
services; we also have a room allocated if preferred. We understand that young 
children make noise. If you are under three and are looking for a quiet space, 
there’s a room where your carer can watch the service. If you are aged 3-11, 
Children’s Church gathers during the Gloria, not long after worship begins. A 
youth group for teenagers meets fortnightly on Sunday afternoons.
Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of dementia, or physical, 
sensory or mental health issues, or are neurodivergent. The order of service is 
online. Large print copies are available. The hearing loop works best on the 
south side of the church. Step-free access to church is via the ramp on the 
north side, and to the Crypt and Hall via the lifts near the portico.
Welcome to anyone concerned about safeguarding. If you would like to reach 
our safeguarding team, you can email safeguarding@smitf.org.
Welcome to all heritages and experiences of race, culture and language. At the 
Lord’s Prayer, all are invited to speak in their preferred language. Our 1.30pm is 
in Cantonese. Our welcomers are happy to help where they can if you are new 
to English. You are also very welcome if you are LGBTQIA+.
Welcome if you are of no professed faith or are from a faith tradition other than 
Christianity. Welcome if you are wary of faith. If you’d like to explore what you 
believe in a friendly and non-judgemental group, our Being With courses run 
throughout the year online and in the building. Email beingwith@smitf.org for 
more details.
Welcome if you are looking for silent contemplation. We keep an intentional 
period of silence after the confession, the sermon, the anthem, and the 
intercessions. You are welcome to receive prayers for healing and wholeness 
at the altar rail at the end of the service.
During the service we receive bread in the form of a wafer, and wine from 
a common cup. Non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free wafers are available on 
request in the south aisle. If you need to receive in your seat, let a welcomer 
know; ministers will come to you. If you would rather not receive communion 
you may bow your head to indicate you would like to receive a simple prayer for 
blessing, or you are welcome to remain in your seat.
You are welcome to share in refreshments in St Martin’s Hall after the service. 
Our welcomers can show you where to find toilets. We invite your ideas to help 
us to become a more welcoming community. 

We are glad you are here.



	 The Gathering
	 Welcome
	
	 Please stand. Silence is kept.

	 The Greeting
	 Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
All	 He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

We acknowledge God's presence drawing each of us into one body
as we gather on site and online.

	 Visit us Lord, by your Holy Spirit.
All 	 Though in many places, we are united as one body.
	 Though from many backgrounds, we share one hope.

Opening Hymn   
1	 Christ is the King! O friends rejoice;
	 brothers and sisters with one voice
	 let the world know he is your choice.
	 Alleluia.

2	 O magnify the Lord, and raise
	 anthems of joy and holy praise
	 for Christ's brave saints of ancient days.
	 Alleluia.

3	 They with a faith for ever new
	 followed the King, and round him drew
	 thousands of faithful hearts and true.
	 Alleluia.

4	 Christ through all ages is the same:
	 place the same hope in his great name;
	 with the same faith his word proclaim.
	 Alleluia.

5	 Let Love's unconquerable might
	 your scattered companies unite
	 in service to the Lord of light.
	 Alleluia.

continued...
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6	 So shall God's will on earth be done,
	 new lamps be lit, new tasks begun,
	 and the whole church at last be one.
	 Alleluia.

	 George Kennedy Allen Bell (1883–1958)

	 Please sit.

	 Introduction   Revd Dr Sam Wells
Baptism is the end of the old life we live for ourselves, and the 
beginning of the new life we live with God. When Moses led the 
children of Israel out of Egypt, God parted the sea and led them to 
freedom. All that held them in slavery was left behind. Christ’s death 
on Good Friday echoes the Israelites’ descent into the sea. In raising 
Jesus from the tomb, the Holy Spirit brings him out of the sea, taking 
him beyond sin and death. When we are baptised, God brings these 
stories to life in us. God takes away the power of all that oppresses 
us, and we are born again in the Spirit. We are made members of 
Christ’s body, that we may share his sufferings and inherit his glory. 
We begin a life of service, to God, one another and the good creation. 
We join a new family, everlasting and universal: the communion of 
saints.

	 Prayer
All	 Father God, in your love you have called us to know you, led us 

to trust you, and bound our life with yours. Surround us with 
your love; protect us from evil; fill us with your Holy Spirit; and 
restore us in the family of your Church; that we may walk in the 
way of Christ and grow in the knowledge of your love. Amen.

	 The parents and godparents gather at the legilium.

	 Presentation
Faith is the Holy Spirit’s gift to the people of God. Will you, God’s 
people, welcome Hector James McMillan and uphold him in his new 
life in Christ?    

All	 With God’s help, we will.
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Parents and godparents, will you pray for Hector James McMillan, 
draw him into the community of faith, help him take his place in the 
life and worship of the Church, and walk with him in the way of Christ?    

	 With God’s help, we will.

	 Making Our Decision to Follow Christ
	 To the parents and godparents 

Baptism means turning from the despair of sin to the hope of Christ. 
I now ask you three times if you are resolved to turn from death to 
life.

	 Do you turn to Christ as Saviour, Lord and Friend?
	 I turn to Christ.

	 Do you repent of all your sins?
	 I repent of all my sins.

	 Do you renounce evil?
	 I renounce evil.

	 Please stand.

The Baptism party goes to the font during the anthem. Children and 
other members of the congregation are invited to join them.

	 Baptism Anthem   Breathe on me, breath of God   Philip Wilby
Breathe on me, breath of God, fill me with life anew, that I may love what thou dost 
love, and do what thou wouldst do. Breathe on me, breath of God, until my heart is 
pure, until with thee I will one will, to do, and to endure. Breathe on me, breath of 
God, till I am wholly thine, until this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine.  

E. Hatch (1835-1889)

	 Renewing the Outward Sign of Inward Faith   
We thank you, gracious God, for your gifts of water and the Holy 
Spirit. We thank you that, through the waters of the Red Sea, you led 
your people out of slavery to freedom in the Promised Land. We 
thank you that out of death you raised your Son to glorious life. Send 
your Holy Spirit upon us and upon this water, that as we recall our 
burial with Christ in baptism, we may share with the saints in his 
resurrection to new life; that, having been born again of water and the 
Holy Spirit, we may remain forever in the number of your faithful 
children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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	 To the parents and godparents and to the whole congregation
Now I ask you to make the profession of Christian faith into which we 
are baptised, and in which we live and grow.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, source of all being and 
life, the one for whom we exist?

All	 I believe and trust in God the Father.
Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again?

All	 I believe and trust in God the Son.
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the 
people of God, and makes Christ known in the world?

All	 I believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit.
	 This is the faith of the Church.
All	 This is our faith. We believe and trust in one God, Father, Son  
	 and Holy Spirit.

Hector James McMillan, for you Jesus Christ came into the world. 
For you he lived and showed God’s love. For you he suffered the 
darkness of Calvary, and cried at the last, ‘It is accomplished’. For 
you he triumphed over death, and rose to new life. For you he reigns 
at God’s right hand. All this he did to be with you, though you do not 
know it yet.

	 Baptism
Hector James McMillan, I baptise you in the name of the Father, the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

	 Signing
The minister makes the sign of the cross on the candidate for baptism 
with holy oil. 

Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of the cross.

The minister invites the parents and godparents to sign the candidate 
with the cross.

All the leaders of God’s people, prophets, priests and kings, were 
anointed at the start of their ministry. Jesus also, who was Israel’s 
prophet, priest and king, was baptised by John at the start of his 
ministry. This is the start of a new ministry. Hector James McMillan, 
we anoint you with holy oil, making the sign of the cross, the seal of 
salvation. 
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All	 Teach us, Lord, to serve you as you deserve; to give, and not to  
	 count the cost; to fight, and not to heed the wounds; to toil, and  
	 not to seek for rest; to labour, and not to ask for any reward,  
	 save that of knowing that we do your will. Amen. 				  

A Prayer of St Ignatius Loyola

	 Welcome
There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism: Hector James McMillan, 
by one Spirit we are all baptised into one body. 

All	 We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We are members  
	 together of the body of Christ; we are children of the same  
	 heavenly Father; we are inheritors together of the realm of God.  
	 We welcome you.

	 Giving of Light
God has delivered you from the shadows of night into the realm of 
glorious day. You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light 
all the days of your life. 

All	 Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father.

	 Children gather at the north east door during the following anthem to  
	 go to Children's Church.

	 Baptism Anthem   Breathe on me, breath of God   Philip Wilby

	 Please stand and turn to face the Gospel in the centre aisle.

	 The Liturgy of the Word 

	 Gospel Reading   Luke 24: 13-35

	 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
All	 Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. While they were 
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 
but their eyes were kept from recognising him. And he said to them, 
‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ 
They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was 
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Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who 
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ 
He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus 
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him 
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped 
that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is 
now the third day since these things took place. 
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they 
did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and 
how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was 
it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then 
enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, 
‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.’ So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recognised him; and he vanished 
from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 
the scriptures to us?’ That same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the road, 
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the 
bread.

	 This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All	 Praise to you, O Christ. 

	 Please sit after the opening prayer.

	 Sermon   Revd Richard Carter
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	 Anthem    I know that my Redeemer liveth from 'Messiah'   Handel
I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day, upon the 
earth. And though worms destroy this body yet in my flesh shall I see God. I know 
that my Redeemer liveth for now is Christ risen from the dead. The first fruits of them 
that sleep for now is Christ risen from the dead.

Job 19: 25–26, 1 Corinthians 15: 20–22

	 Please remain seated or kneel.

	 Prayers of Intercession   led by Jess Templeman
	 The response to the prayers is:
	 Risen Lord, in your mercy
All	 Hear our prayer.
	 And, at the end:
	 Merciful Father,
All	 accept these prayers
	 for the sake of your Son,
	 our Saviour Jesus Christ.
	 Amen.

	 Please stand.

	 The Liturgy of the Sacrament
	 The Peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ Then they were glad when they saw the Lord.

	 The peace of the risen Lord be always with you
All	 and also with you.
	 Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

	 All may exchange a sign of peace.

During the following hymn a collection will be taken for 
the ministry and work of St Martin-in-the-Fields. You 
are welcome to donate by scanning the QR code, 
cash in the collection bags (filling in a Gift Aid 
envelope if applicable), or card machine (please see 
Jeff Claxton to register your payment card for Gift Aid).
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	 Offertory Hymn 

1	 Ye choirs of new Jerusalem,
 	 your sweetest notes employ,
	 the Paschal victory to hymn
	 in strains of holy joy.
2	 How Judah's Lion burst his chains,
	 and crushed the serpent's head;
	 and brought with him, from death's domains,
	 the long-imprisoned dead.
3	 From hell's devouring jaws the prey
	 alone our leader bore;
	 his ransomed hosts pursue their way
	 where he hath gone before.
4	 Triumphant in his glory now
	 his sceptre ruleth all,
	 earth, heaven, and hell before him bow,
	 and at his footstool fall.
5	 While joyful thus his praise we sing,
	 his mercy we implore,
	 into his palace bright to bring
	 and keep us evermore.
A musical interlude may be played on the organ before the final verse is sung
6	 All glory to the Father be,
	 all glory to the Son,
	 all glory, Holy Ghost to thee,
	 while endless ages run.
	 Alleluia! Amen.

Chorus novae Jerusalem, St Fulbert of Chartres (d. 1028) tr. Robert Campbell (1814-1868)

	 Preparation of the Table 
	 Taking of the Bread and Wine 

The table is prepared and bread and wine are received from the 
congregation and placed upon it. The financial gifts of the people are 
gathered and presented with the following prayer: 

All	 Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour,  
	 and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.  
	 All things come from you, and of your own do we give you. 
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	 Eucharistic Prayer 
	 The Lord be with you
All	 and also with you.
	 Lift up your hearts.
All	 We lift them to the Lord.
	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All	 It is right to give thanks and praise.

Blessing God, you walk with us from the Jerusalem of our failure to 
the Emmaus of your glorious revelation. You made us to be your 
companions, and you gave us food and drink that we might share 
your substance with you. You created us from the dust of the earth, 
and you recreated us by water and the Spirit. You called your chosen 
people, you sent Moses and the prophets, and you came among us 
in Jesus that we might know you in his crucified and broken body and 
celebrate you in the everlasting joy of his resurrection. And so we 
gladly thank you, with angels and archangels and all the company of 
heaven, singing the hymn of your unending praise.  



Breaking God, when your Son sat at table with his crestfallen 
disciples, he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  
Come among us now in the power of your Holy Spirit, that your 
people may discover you in the breaking of the bread, that you may 
stay with us and make your home among us, and that these gifts of 
bread and wine may become for us the body and blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ. Who, at supper with his disciples, took bread, gave you 
thanks, broke the bread, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Take, eat: this 
is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.’  
After supper he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, ‘Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the 
new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’

	 Great is the mystery of faith. 
All 	 Christ has died:
	 Christ is risen:
	 Christ will come again.

Sharing God, in the power of your Holy Spirit repeat among us your 
Son’s actions of taking, blessing, breaking and sharing, that you may 
take, bless, break, and share us, and that the world may recognise 
you in the way you act on our lives. Breathe your Spirit on your 
church, that we might feel our hearts on fire as you talk with us and 
explain the scriptures to us. Inspire all who stand still, looking sad.  
Open the eyes of all who are kept from perceiving you. Bring your 
bread of life to feed all who hunger in body, mind, or spirit, until the 
day when we live your life abundant with the communion of saints, in 
the presence and companionship of your Holy Trinity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, ever one God.  

All	 Amen.

	 Please sit or kneel.

	 The Lord's Prayer
	 As our Saviour taught us, so we pray, each in our own preferred  
	 language.

All	 Our Father in heaven,
	 hallowed be your name,
	 your kingdom come,
	 your will be done,
	 on earth as in heaven.
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	 Give us today our daily bread.
	 Forgive us our sins
	 as we forgive those who sin against us.
	 Lead us not into temptation
	 but deliver us from evil.
	 For the kingdom, the power, 
	 and the glory are yours
	 now and for ever.  
	 Amen.

	 Breaking of the Bread
	 As Christ breaks bread with us
All	 He enfolds our story in his story.

	 Agnus Dei

	 Giving of Communion
	 Alleluia. Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
All	 Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Communicant members of all Christian churches are invited to 
receive Holy Communion. Bread and wine are available in the central 
aisle and both side aisles. Gluten-free bread and non-alcoholic wine 
are available in the south aisle upon request from the assistant. If you 
wish to receive communion in your seat, do let a steward know.
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	 Communion Anthem   This day   Bob Chilcott 
This day will you strength us. This day will you bless us. This day will you lift us, visit 
us for good. This day inscribe us for a happy life. The day hear our cry. This day 
accept our prayer in mercy and favour, this day support us with your righteous hand. 
Amen. 

Jewish text adap. Bob Chilcott (b. 1955)

	 Silence is kept. 

	 Prayer after Communion
All	 Living God, your Son made himself known to his disciples in the

breaking of bread: open the eyes of our faith, that we may see 
him in all his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns, now and 
for ever. Amen. 

	 The Dismissal
	 Notices

	 Please stand.

	 Blessing
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
through the power of the Holy Spirit; and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain 
with you always.

All	 Amen.

	 Thanksgiving Hymn 
1	 We have a gospel to proclaim,
	 good news for all throughout the earth;
	 the gospel of a Saviour's name:
	 we sing his glory, tell his worth.
2	 Tell of his birth at Bethlehem
	 not in a royal house or hall
	 but in a stable dark and dim,
	 the Word made flesh, a light for all.

continued...
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3	 Tell of his death at Calvary,
	 hated by those he came to save,
	 in lonely suffering on the cross;
	 for all he loved his life he gave.
4	 Tell of that glorious Easter morn:
	 empty the tomb, for he was free.
	 He broke the power of death and hell
	 that we might share his victory.

5	 Tell of his reign at God's right hand,
	 by all creation glorified.
	 He sends his Spirit on his church
	 to live for him, the Lamb who died.
6	 Now we rejoice to name him King:
	 Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
	 This gospel-message we proclaim:
	 we sing his glory, tell his worth.
	 Edward Joseph Burns (b. 1938)

	 Dismissal
	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
All	 In the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!

	 Blessing Anthem   The Lord bless you and keep you   John Rutter
The Lord bless you and keep you: The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. The Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and give you 
peace. Amen. 

Numbers 6: 24

Organ Voluntary

Prayers for healing are available at the altar rail after the service.
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