
 Easter Holy Communion 
Sunday 5th April 2026  

Welcome & notices 
 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Hymn SoF 61  
CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY: Hallelujah! 
Sons of men and angels say: Hallelujah! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high: Hallelujah! 
Sing, ye heavens, and earth reply: Hallelujah! 
 
Love’s redeeming work is done: Hallelujah! 
Fought the fight, the battle won: Hallelujah! 
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal: Hallelujah! 
Christ hath burst the gates of hell: Hallelujah! 
 
Lives again our glorious King: Hallelujah! 
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Hallelujah! 
Once He died, our souls to save: Hallelujah! 
Where thy victory, O grave? Hallelujah! 
 
Soar we now where Christ hath led: Hallelujah! 
Following our exalted Head: Hallelujah! 
Made like Him, like Him we rise: Hallelujah! 
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies: Hallelujah! 
 
Hail the Lord of earth and heaven: Hallelujah! 
Praise to Thee by both be given: Hallelujah! 
Thee we greet, in triumph sing: Hallelujah! 
Hail our resurrected King: Hallelujah!  
 Charles Wesley. 
 
Christ died to sin once for all, and now he lives to God. 
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Let us renew our resolve to have done with all that is evil and 
confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Like Mary at the empty tomb, 
we fail to grasp the wonder of your presence. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Like the disciples behind locked doors, 
we are afraid to be seen as your followers. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Like Thomas in the upper room, 
we are slow to believe. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father,who in his great mercy has 
promised forgiveness of sins to all those who with heartfelt 
repentance and true faith turn to him: have mercy on you; pardon 
and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all 
goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
All   Amen. 
 
God of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains 
of death and hell: fill your Church with faith and hope;  for a new day 
has dawned and the way to life stands openin our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 
All   Amen. 
 
SoF1346 
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IN CHRIST ALONE my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song; 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
  
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,  
Fullness of God in helpless babe!  
This gift of love and righteousness,  
Scorned by the ones He came to save:  
Till on that cross as Jesus died,  
The wrath of God was satisfied –  
For every sin on Him was laid;  
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
  
There in the ground His body lay,  
Light of the world by darkness slain:  
Then bursting forth in glorious Day  
Up from the grave He rose again!  
And as He stands in victory  
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,  
For I am His and He is mine –  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  
No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
This is the power of Christ in me;  
From life's first cry to final breath,  
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man,  
Can ever pluck me from His hand;  
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Till He returns or calls me home,  
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand! 

 Keith Getty, Stuart Townend,© 2001 Thankyou Music 

 
 
Bible Reading: Mark 16:1-8 
 
Talk 
 
In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 
To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 
Therefore I ask: 
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 
I reject them. 
Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 
I renounce them. 
Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 
I repent of them. 
Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 
I turn to Christ. 
Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 
I submit to Christ. 
Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 
I come to Christ. 
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess the faith of the Church. 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 
All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 
All   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
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was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 
All   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
Prayers 
 
Hymn I serve a risen saviour 
I serve a risen Savior 
He's in the world today 
I know that He is living 
Whatever men may say 
I see His hand of mercy 
I hear His voice of cheer 
And just the time I need Him 
He's always near 
 
Chorus 
He lives He lives 
Christ Jesus lives today 
He walks with me and talks with me 
Along life's narrow way 
He lives He lives 
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Salvation to impart 
You ask me how I know He lives 
He lives within my heart 
 
Verse 2 
In all the world around me 
I see His loving care 
And though my heart grows weary 
I never will despair 
I know that He is leading 
Through all the stormy blast 
The day of His appearing 
Will come at last 
 
Verse 3 
Rejoice rejoice O Christian 
Lift up your voice and sing 
Eternal hallelujahs 
To Jesus Christ the King 
The Hope of all who seek Him 
The Help of all who find 
None other is so loving 
So good and kind 
 
Alfred Henry Ackley 
© Words: 1933 Homer A. Rodeheaver.  
 
The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
And also with you 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace 
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End streaming 
The Lord is here. 
All   His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
And now we give you thanks 
because in his victory over the grave a new age has dawned, 
the long reign of sin is ended, 
a broken world is being renewed 
and humanity is once again made whole. 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
that broken bread and wine outpoured 
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 
and, taking bread, he praised you. 
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
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Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. 
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 
Drink this, all of you; 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 
made once for all upon the cross. 
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
we proclaim his death and resurrection 
until he comes in glory. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
All   Dying you destroyed our death, 
rising you restored our life: 
Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Lord of all life, 
help us to work together for that day 
when your kingdom comes 
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
Look with favour on your people, 
gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with all the saints 
to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
for ever and ever. 
All   Amen. 
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As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
All   Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen. 
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
All   Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
distribution 
Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 
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Hymn. SoF551 
THINE BE THE GLORY, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o’er death hast won. 
Angels in bright raiment 
Rolled the stone away, 
Kept the folded grave-clothes 
Where Thy body lay. 
 

Thine be the glory, 
Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory 
Thou o’er death hast won! 

 
Lo, Jesus meets us, 
Risen from the tomb! 
Lovingly He greets us, 
Scatters fear and gloom. 
Let the church with gladness 
Hymns of triumph sing, 
For her Lord now liveth, 
Death hath lost its sting. 
 
No more we doubt Thee, 
Glorious Prince of life; 
Life is naught without Thee: 
Aid us in our strife; 
Make us more than conquerors, 
Through Thy deathless love; 
Lead us in Thy triumph 
To Thy home above.  
 Edmond Louis Budry.Tr. R. Birch Hoyle. 
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Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
He has given us new life and hope. 
He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
God has claimed us as his own. 
He has brought us out of darkness. 
He has made us light to the world. 
Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among us and remain with us always. 
Amen. 
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