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Diocese of Manchester

Lectionary

You are invited to follow the first two readings while seated, and as is the
custom, to just listen, standing if possible, as the Holy Gospel is proclaimed.

Midweek |18th March 2026

St Patrick

The Collect
Almighty God,
who in your providence chose your servant Patrick
to be the apostle of the Irish people:
keep alive in us the fire of the faith he kindled and
strengthen us in our pilgrimage towards the light of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First reading: Isaiah 52:7-10
A reading from the book of Isaiah.

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the
messenger who announces peace, who brings good
news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion,
‘Your God reigns.’ Listen! Your sentinels lift up their
voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they
see the return of the Lord to Zion. Break forth to-
gether into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the
Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jeru-
salem. The Lord has bared his holy arm before the
eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of our God.

This is the word of the Lord,
All: Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Acts 2:14,22-36
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice
and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who live in
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what
| say.

‘You that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say:
Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with
deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did
through him among you, as you yourselves know—
this man, handed over to you according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and
killed by the hands of those outside the law. But God
raised him up, having freed him from death, because it
was impossible for him to be held in its power. For
David says concerning him, “l saw the Lord always be-
fore me, for he is at my right hand so that | will not be
shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue
rejoiced; moreover, my flesh will live in hope. For you
will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy

One experience corruption. You have made known to
me the ways of life; you will make me full of gladness
with your presence.”

‘Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our
ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and
his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet,
he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that
he would put one of his descendants on his throne.
Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the
Messiah, saying, “He was not abandoned to Hades, nor
did his flesh experience corruption.” This Jesus God
raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being
therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spir-
it, he has poured out this that you both see and hear.
For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he him-
self says, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right
hand, until | make your enemies your footstool.””
Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with cer-
tainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah,
this Jesus whom you crucified.’

This is the word of the Lord,
All: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel: Matthew 9:35-end
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
according to Matthew.

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teach-
ing in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion
for them, because they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his dis-
ciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are
few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
labourers into his harvest.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.

Post Communion Prayer

Holy Father,

who gathered us here around the table of your Son
to share this meal with the whole household of God:
in that new world where you reveal the fullness of
your peace, gather people of every race and language
to share with Patrick and all your saints in the eternal
banquet of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.




