
Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community 
Scattered Church: Worship at home 08/03/26 Lent 3 

Hymn 
Praise to the holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise; 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways! 
 

O loving wisdom of our God! 
when all was sin and shame, 
a second Adam to the fight 
and to the rescue came. 
 

O wisest love! that flesh and blood, 
which did in Adam fail, 
should strive afresh against the foe, 
should strive and should prevail. 
 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
and in the depth be praise; 
in all his words most wonderful, 
most sure in all his ways!       J H Newman 1801-1890 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit 
be with you 
and also with you. 

 

Eternal God, source of all blessing, 
help us to worship you 
with all our heart and mind and strength; 
for you alone are God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The word of God is living and active. 
It judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
All is open and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we give account. 
We confess our sins in penitence and faith.      cf Hebrews 4.12 
 

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 



forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light. Amen. 
 

May the Father of all mercies cleanse us from our sins, 
and restore us in his image 
to the praise and glory of his name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Eternal God,  
give us insight to discern your will for us, to give up what harms us,  
and to seek the perfection we are promised  
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Readings 

Exodus 17:1-7 
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as 
the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to 
drink. The people quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, 
‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ But the people thirsted there for water; 
and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the Lord, ‘What shall I do with 
this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the 
people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with which you 
struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders 
of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and tested 
the Lord, saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’ 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Romans 5:1-11 
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in 
our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually 
dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us. Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through 
him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the 
death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more 
than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



 

John 4:5-42 
So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his 
son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It 
was about noon. 
A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink’. (His disciples 
had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, 
ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews do not share things in common with 
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, 
“Give me a drink”, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ The 
woman said to him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with his sons and his 
flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but 
those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me 
this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ The woman answered him, ‘I have no 
husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had five 
husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!’ The 
woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, 
but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, 
‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is 
from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship 
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know that 
Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.’ Jesus 
said to her, ‘I am he, the one who is speaking to you.’ 
Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman, but no 
one said, ‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with her?’ Then the woman left her 
water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, ‘Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?’ They left the city and were on 
their way to him. 
Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ But he said to them, ‘I have food 
to eat that you do not know about.’ So the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no one has 
brought him something to eat?’ Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me 
and to complete his work. Do you not say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell 
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already 
receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice 
together. For here the saying holds true, “One sows and another reaps.” I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labour. Others have laboured, and you have entered into their labour.’ 
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, ‘He told me 
everything I have ever done.’ So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 
them; and he stayed there for two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said 
to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Saviour of the world.’ 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



Reflection  
(Dial 01647 407047 to hear it again during the week) 

Affirmation of faith 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Spirit. 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Intercessions  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Trusting in the compassion of God, let us pray as our Saviour taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Peace 

Christ is our peace. 
He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace.   cf Ephesians 2.15,16 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Notices 
 

Let us say together: 
In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, 
help us, heavenly Father, to trust your love, 
to serve your purpose, and to praise your name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 

Hymn 
To God be the glory! 
Great things he hath done; 
so loved he the world  
that he gave us his Son; 
who yielded his life  
an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life-gate  
that all may go in. 
 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord! 
Let the earth hear his voice; 
praise the Lord, praise the Lord! 
Let the people rejoice: 
O come to the Father, 
through Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory; 
great things he hath done. 
 

O perfect redemption,  
the purchase of blood! 
To every believer  
the promise of God; 
the vilest offender  
who truly believes, 
that moment from Jesus  
a pardon receives. 



 

Great things he hath taught us,  
great things he hath done, 
and great our rejoicing   
through Jesus the Son; 
but purer, and higher,  
and greater will be 
our wonder, our rapture,  
when Jesus we see.       Frances Jane van Alstyne 
          (Fanny J Crosby 1820-1915) 
 

Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community Services 
Services by telephone 

(Call 0333 0110 616; code 334 7721) 
 
Sundays at 9am: Sunday Worship – a half hour Service of the Word: hymns, readings and 
prayers 
 

Services in church 
Mar 8 Lent 3 10.30am HC St Thomas Becket Bridford  

10.30am HC St Michael & All Angels Dunchideock 
    10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
Mar 15 Mothering Sunday10.30am HC St Michael Doddiscombsleigh 
    10.30am Family Communion St Mary Dunsford 
Mar 22 Passion Sunday 10.30am MC HC St Thomas Becket Bridford 
    10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
    4.00pm Forest Church Ashton 
Mar 29 Palm Sunday 10.30am MC HC St John the Baptist Ashton 
    10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
Mar 30 Holy Monday 6.00pm telephone Evening Prayer 
Mar 31 Holy Tuesday 6.00pm telephone Evening Prayer 
Apr 1 Holy Wednesday 6.00pm telephone Evening Prayer 
Apr 2 Maundy Thursday 6.00pm HC & Washing of Feet St John the Baptist Ashton 
Apr 3 Good Friday  10.30am Passion of St John HC St James Christow 
    3.00pm Meditation & Prayers St Thomas Becket Bridford 
    6.00pm Good Friday Music St Mary Dunsford 
Apr 5 Easter Sunday 10.30 HC Ashton with Bridford, Christow, Doddiscombsleigh, 
    Dunchideock & Dunsford  
Apr 12 Easter 2  10.30am HC St John the Baptist Ashton 
 10.30am HC St Michael & All Angels Dunchideock 
    10.30am Family Service St Mary Dunsford 
Apr 19 Easter   10.30am HC St James Christow 
    10.30am HC St Michael Doddiscombsleigh 

10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
Apr 25 Messy Church 3.00pm Dunsford Village Hall 
Apr 26 Easter 4  10.30am MC HC St Michael & All Angels Dunchideock 
    10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
    4.00pm Forest Church Ashton 
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Want to make a donation? 
Use the QR codes below, or go to https://www.achurchnearyou.com and search for the 
parish you want to support…remember to Gift Aid your donation if you can…thank you! 
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