
The Liturgy of Ash Wednesday 

 
The Gathering 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn: Lord, teach us how to pray aright 

 

The Greeting 

The president greets the people 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you 

and also with you. 

 

Introduction 

The president explains the meaning of Lent and invites the 

people to observe it faithfully 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, since early days 

Christians have observed with great devotion the time 

of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and prepared for 

this by a season of penitence and fasting. 

 

By carefully keeping these days, Christians take to heart 

the call to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness 

proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in 

devotion to our Lord. 

 



I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to 

the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and 

repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by 

reading and meditating on God’s holy word. 

 

Holy God, 

holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 

 

The Collect 

The president introduces a period of silent prayer with the 

words 

 

Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 
 

Silence is kept. 

Almighty and everlasting God, 

you hate nothing that you have made 

and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent: 

create and make in us new and contrite hearts 

that we, worthily lamenting our sins 

and acknowledging our wretchedness, 

may receive from you, the God of all mercy, 

perfect remission and forgiveness; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 



The Liturgy of the Word 

Isaiah 1.10-18 

Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom!  Listen 

to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah!  

What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says 

the LORD; I have had enough of burnt-offerings of 

rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood 

of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats. 

When you come to appear before me, who asked this 

from your hand?  Trample my courts no more; bringing 

offerings is futile; incense is an abomination to me.  New 

moon and sabbath and calling of convocation—I cannot 

endure solemn assemblies with iniquity. Your new moons 

and your appointed festivals my soul hates; they have 

become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them.  

When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes 

from you; 

even though you make many prayers, I will not 

listen; your hands are full of blood.  Wash yourselves; 

make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your 

doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do 

good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the 

orphan, plead for the widow. 

Come now, let us argue it out, says the LORD: though 

your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; though 

they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool. 



Canticle 

A Song of Christ the Servant 

Christ committed no sin, no guile was found on 

his lips. 

1 Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, ♦ 

that you should follow in his steps. 

2 He committed no sin, no guile was found on his lips, ♦ 

when he was reviled, he did not revile in turn. 

3 When he suffered, he did not threaten, ♦ 

but he trusted himself to God who judges justly. 

4 Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, ♦ 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 

5 By his wounds, you have been healed, 

for you were straying like sheep, ♦ 

but have now returned 

to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

(1 Peter 2:21b-25) 

Glory to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 



Christ committed no sin, 

no guile was found on his lips. 

Gospel Reading 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

The Lord is a great God, O that today you would 

listen to his voice. 

Harden not your hearts. 
(cf Psalm 95:3, 8) 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Luke 15.11-end 

Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The 

younger of them said to his father, “Father, give me the 

share of the property that will belong to me.” So he 

divided his property between them. A few days later the 

younger son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant 

country, and there he squandered his property in 

dissolute living. When he had spent everything, a severe 

famine took place throughout that country, and he began 

to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of 

the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to 

feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the 

pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 

anything. But when he came to himself he said, “How 

many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and 

to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and 



go to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 

against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son; treat me like one of your hired 

hands.’ ” So he set off and went to his father. But while 

he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and 

kissed him. Then the son said to him, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.” But the father said to his 

slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put 

it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 

feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 

he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate. 

‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came 

and approached the house, he heard music and 

dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was 

going on. He replied, “Your brother has come, and your 

father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 

back safe and sound.” Then he became angry and refused 

to go in. His father came out and began to plead with 

him. But he answered his father, “Listen! For all these 

years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have 

never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given 

me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my 

friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has 

devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 

fatted calf for him!” Then the father said to him, “Son, you 

are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we 

had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 



yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 

been found.” ’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

The Liturgy of Penitence  
 

Self-examination and Confession 

Let us now call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy 

of God. 

God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. 

God the Son, 

have mercy upon us. 

God the Holy Spirit, 

have mercy upon us. 

Holy, blessed and glorious Trinity, 

have mercy upon us. 

From all evil and mischief; 

from pride, vanity, and hypocrisy; 

from envy, hatred, and malice; 

and from all evil intent, 

good Lord, deliver us. 

From sloth, worldliness and love of money; 

from hardness of heart 

and contempt for your word and your laws, 

good Lord, deliver us. 

From sins of body and mind; 

from the deceits of the world, the flesh and the devil,  

good Lord, deliver us. 



In all times of sorrow; 

in all times of joy; 

in the hour of death, 

and at the day of judgement, 

good Lord, deliver us. 

By the mystery of your holy incarnation; 

by your birth, childhood and obedience; 

by your baptism, fasting and temptation, 

good Lord, deliver us. 

By your ministry in word and work; 

by your mighty acts of power; 

and by your preaching of the kingdom, 

good Lord, deliver us. 

By your agony and trial; 

by your cross and passion; 
and by your precious death and burial, 

good Lord, deliver us. 

By your mighty resurrection; 

by your glorious ascension; 

and by your sending of the Holy Spirit, 

good Lord, deliver us. 

Give us true repentance; 

forgive us our sins of negligence and ignorance 

and our deliberate sins; 

and grant us the grace of your Holy Spirit 

to amend our lives according to your holy word. 

Holy God, 

holy and strong, 

holy and immortal, 

have mercy upon us. 

 

Silence is kept. 



Make our hearts clean, O God; 

and renew a right spirit within us. 

 

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 

we have sinned against you and against our 

neighbour, 

in what we have thought, 

in what we have said and done, 

through ignorance, through weakness, 

through our own deliberate fault. 

We have wounded your love, 

and marred your image in us. 

We are sorry and ashamed, 

and repent of all our sins. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and lead us out from darkness 

to walk as children of light. Amen. 

 

The Imposition of Ashes 

 

The president says 

Dear friends in Christ, I invite you to mark yourselves 

with ashes as a sign of the spirit of penitence with 

which we shall keep this season of Lent. 

 

God our Father, you create us from the dust of the 

earth: grant that these ashes may be for us a sign of 

our penitence and a symbol of our mortality; for it is 

by your grace alone that we receive eternal life in 

Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 



 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return. 

Turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. 

 

God our Father, the strength of all who put their trust 

in you, mercifully accept our prayers; and because, in 

our weakness, we can do nothing good without you, 

grant us the help of your grace, that in keeping your 

commandments we may please you, both in will and 

deed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us access 
to his grace.     

(Romans 5:1,2) 
 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom and teach us 

to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
Responsory 

This is love, not that we loved God, 

but that he loved us and sent his Son. 

He is the sacrifice for our sins, 

that we might live through him. 

If God loves us so much 

we ought to love one another. 

If we love one another 

God lives in us. 
(cf 1 John 4:12) 

The Dismissal Gospel 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 

Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 

one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds 

it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 

rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together 



his friends and neighbours, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with 

me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I 

tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one 

sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous 

people who need no repentance. 
(Luke 15:4-7) 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Blessing 

May God the Father, who does not despise the broken 

spirit, give to you a contrite heart. 

Amen. 

May Christ, who bore our sins in his body on the tree, 

heal you by his wounds. 

Amen. 

May the Holy Spirit, who leads us into all truth, speak 

to you words of pardon and peace. 

Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 

you always. 

Amen. 

 

The Dismissal 
A minister dismisses the people. 

Go in the peace of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn: Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 


