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DEAR LORD AND FATHER OF MANKIND,
Forgive our foolish ways;

Reclothe us in our rightful mind;

In purer lives Thy service find,

In deeper reverence, praise,

In deeper reverence, praise.

In simple trust like theirs who heard,
Beside the Syrian sea,

The gracious calling of the Lord,

Let us, like them, without a word
Rise up and follow Thee,

Rise up and follow Thee.

O sabbath rest by Galilee!

O calm of hills above,

Where Jesus knelt to share with Thee
The silence of eternity,

Interpreted by love,

Interpreted by love.

With that deep hush subduing all
Our words and works that drown
The tender whisper of Thy call,
As noiseless let Thy blessing fall
As fell Thy manna down,

As fell Thy manna down.

Drop Thy still dews of quietness,
Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
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And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of Thy peace,

The beauty of Thy peace.

Breathe through the heats of our desire

Thy coolness and Thy balm;

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire;

Speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,
O still small voice of calm,

O still small voice of calm!
John G. Whittier.

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe.
From the rising of the sun to its setting

your name is proclaimed in all the world.

The Lord of glory be with you.

The Lord bless you.

The grace of God has dawned upon the world

through our Saviour Jesus Christ,
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.
Let us confess our sins.

Lord Jesus, you are mighty God and Prince of peace:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Son of God and Son of Mary:
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you are Word made flesh
and splendour of the Father:
Lord, have mercy.
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Lord, have mercy.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw us to himself

and cleanse us from all our sins,

that we may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Creator of the heavens,

who led the Magi by a star

to worship the Christ-child:

guide and sustain us,

that we may find our journey’s end
in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Song: Christ Be Our Light

Longing for light, we wait in darkness
Longing for truth, we turn to you.
Make us your own, your holy people,
light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts.

Shine through the darkness.
Christ, be our light!

Shine in your church gathered today.

Longing for peace, our world is troubled
Longing for hope, many despair.

Your word alone has pow'r to save us.
Make us your living voice.

Longing for food, many are hungry
Longing for water, many still thirst.
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Make us your bread, broken for others,
shared until all are fed.

Longing for shelter, many are homeless
Longing for warmth, many are cold.
Make us your building, sheltering others,
walls made of living stone.

Many the gifts, many the people
many the hearts that yearn to belong.
Let us be servants to one another,
making your kingdom come.
© 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP.

Bible Readings: Isaiah 9.1-4 & Matthew 4:12-23

After each reading this response may be used:
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Talk

SoF1120

WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME
If I but call your name?

Will you go where you don’t know
And never be the same?

Will you let My love be shown,

Will you let My name be known,

Will you let My life be grown in you,
And you in Me?

Will you leave yourself behind
If | but call your name?
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Will you care for cruel and kind
And never be the same?

Willyou risk the hostile stare,
Should your life attract or scare?
Willyou let Me answer prayer

In you and you in Me?

Willyou let the blinded see

If | but call your name?

Will you set the prisoners free
And never be the same?

Will you kiss the leper clean,
And do such as this unseen,
And admit to what | mean

In you and you in Me?

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide

If | but call your name?

Willyou quell the fear inside

And never be the same?

Will you use the faith you’ve found

To reshape the world around,

Through My sight and touch and sound
In you and you in Me?

Lord, Your summons echoes true
When You but call my name.

Let me turn and follow You

And never be the same.

In Your company I’'ll go

Where Your love and footsteps show;
Thus I’'ll move and live and grow

InYou and You in me.
Graham Maule & John L. Bell. © 1987 WGRG, lona Community.
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Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
Though he was divine,

he did not cling to equality with God,

but made himself nothing.

Taking the form of a slave,

he was born in human likeness.

He humbled himself

and was obedient to death,

even the death of the cross.

Therefore God has raised him on high,

and given him the name above every name:

that at the name of Jesus

every knee should bow,

and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

Intercessions

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.
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SoF120

FROM HEAVEN YOU CAME,
Helpless babe,

Entered our world,

Your glory veiled;

Not to be served

But to serve,

And give Your life

That we might live.

This is our God,
The Servant King,
He calls us now
To follow Him,

To bring our lives
As a daily offering
Of worship to

The Servant King.

There in the garden
Of tears,

My heavy load

He chose to bear;
His heart with sorrow
Was torn,

‘Yet not My will

But Yours,’ He said.

Come see His hands
And His feet,

The scars that speak
Of sacrifice;

Hands that flung stars
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Into space
To cruel nails
Surrendered.

So let us learn
How to serve,

And in our lives
Enthrone Him;
Each other’s needs
To prefer,

Foritis Christ
We’re serving.

Christ our Lord,

to whom kings bowed down in worship and offered gifts,
reveal to you his glory

and pour upon you the riches of his grace;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among us and remain with us always.
Amen.

We have seen his glory,

the glory revealed to all the nations.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.
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