ST MARY % ST MICHAEL

TRUMPINGTON

SUNDAY 4 JANUARY, EPIPHANY

8.30am BCP Holy Communion

We welcome The Revd Jon Sanders for this service.
10am Holy Communion

We welcome Canon James Shakespeare, Rural Dean and
Vicar of St John’s, Hills Road, for this service.

COLLECT

O God, who by the leading of a star manifested your only
Son to the peoples of the earth:

mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith,
may at last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

READINGS (in pew bibles)
NT Ephesians 3. 1-12 (p. 206)
GOSPEL Matthew 2. 1-12 (p. 1-2)

NEXT WEEK, EPIPHANY 1, BAPTISM OF CHRIST

8.30am BCP Holy Communion

We welcome The Revd Paul Brice for this service.

10am Holy Communion

We welcome The Revd Kevin Parks, Curate of St Andrew’s
Girton for this service.

CONTACTS

CHURCH WEBSITE www.trumpington.church
The church is now in Vacancy, please refer any queries to
the Churchwardens and, during office hours, to Emma.

CHURCHWARDENS

Edmund Brookes 01223 840374
edmundbrookes@outlook.com
Sheila Betts 07889 706625
warden@trumpington.church

Organist — Geoff Symon organist@trumpington.church
Choir Leader — Alan Howard choir@trumpington.church

Parish Safeguarding Officer — Sheila Betts 07889 706625
safeguarding@trumpington.church

CHURCH OFFICE — OPENING TIMES
9am-1pm Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday
Emma’s email address is: admin@trumpington.church

Please note Emma is not in the office 23 December to 4
January inclusive.

If you want to put a note in the pewsheet, please contact
Emma in the office, no later than 9am Wednesday if the
note is intended for the forthcoming Sunday. Thank you.

WHAT’S ON Check out the noticeboard in North Chapel

BIBLE STUDY

Please contact one of the Churchwardens if you would like
to join a group (Tuesday evening online or alternate
Wednesday evenings in person) and they will put you in
touch with the group leader.

GIVING

If you would like to make a donation in support of the life

and ministry of our church, you can:

e Leave a cash donation in the plate provided

e Make a contactless donation using the GoodBox

e Use a yellow envelope. If you pay tax we can claim the
Gift Aid, but only if you fill out your details.

Please speak to Edmund about making a regular electronic

gift and the best way to do this.

Everything helps — thank you!

ST MARY & ST MICHAEL PENS

We have some rather smart biro pens with a stylus tip
which we are selling at £3 each in aid of the reimagining
project. Please speak to Sheila if you would like to buy one
or more. You can pay by cash or use the Goodbox.
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BOOK GROUP

The Book Group is reading The Islandman by Tomas
O’Crohan, to discuss at the next meeting on Thursday 29
January.

The author’s sole purpose in writing this book was, he
wrote, “'to set down the character of the people about me
so that some record of us might live after us, for the like of
us will never be seen again." This is an absorbing narrative
of a now-vanished way of life, written by one who had
known no other.’

All welcome — no invitation needed! For more information,
please email bookgroup@trumpington.church

CANON JIM GARRARD RIP

The Requiem Eucharist for the late Canon Precentor at Ely
Cathedral will be on Friday 9 January at 11.30am. The
service is live streamed — link on Ely Cathedral Website.

EverydayFaith app

Develop a daily connection with God, with
daily reflections to inspire, equip and
encourage you in your everyday faith.

Everyday Faith is free to download for iOS
and Android.

GET ITON

® Google Play

& App Store
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World Braille Day

by Lee Tulfer

Today is the anniversary of the
birth of Louis Braille, who was born
in France in 1809. Blinded by a
childhood accident, by the age of
fifteen he had created a reading
and writing system based on a
military night-writing system. The
code that bears his name is made
up of “cells” of raised dots, in a
two-by-three configuration, and
can be used in any language,
both to read and (with special
equipment) to write.

The UN declared World Braille
Day to celebrate the role of Braille
in giving independence to people
who are visually impaired, and
also to encourage greater use of
Braille worldwide. There is a world
shortage of Braille teachers. Braille
writers are expensive. Sadly, public
buildings and business do not
often use Braille to make it possible
for blind and visually impaired
people to access their premises
and services independently.

This might be an appropriate
time to ask how Braille-friendly
your church is. &

“ Darkness shall cover the earth, and thick
darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise
upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to
the brightness of your dawn.”

Isaiah 60:2-3
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Epiphany/Second Sunday of Christmas
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Heather Smith reflects on Matthew 2:1-12

n the bewildering, largely unfamiliar territory of cyberspace it's easy to

be duped by unscrupulous fraudsters. Cunning and sophisticated cyber

scams trick victims into revealing personal data and handing over funds,
draining bank accounts and stealing identities, leaving victims devastated
and highlighting the need for cybersecurity awareness and vigilance.

In a foreign land the magi came close to falling for Herod’s scam. It may
not have hurt them, but it would certainly have hurt the baby they had
come to worship. What saved the situation was their close attention to
what God had to say. Having been attentive to the star leading them, they
were also alert to God’s warning not to return to Herod.

Most of us don’t have dreams in which God tells us what to do, or what
not to do, but by building up a close relationship with God we become
better and better at knowing the right direction in which to travel, and
which choices to make. It might be relatively easy to spot a scam which
relies on our greed and is obviously too good to be true. But sometimes
we're vulnerable to scams when it comes to knowing right from wrong.
But if we always stay close to God we will find it easier to make the
right decision. &

Lord, draw us closer to you. Help us to recognise when we have
a choice to make and to hear your guidance. Be as close to us as
our own breath, gently directing us in the ways of righteousness.
Amen.

Purposeful prayer for
the new year
Part 1 — intentional prayer

byCarollne HOngOh the right words, but opening

our heart to God and being

Caroline looks at how we can
refresh our prayer life as we move
into 2026.

Purposeful prayer starts
with intention. It's easy to let
prayer become routine, but
approaching God with a clear
heart and mind brings a deeper
connection. Setting aside a
quiet moment, taking a breath
and focusing on God’s presence
can shift the experience, as can
speaking honestly, whether in
gratitude, confession, or seeking
guidance. It's not about saying

Find us on
l] Facebook www.facebook.com/yoursundaylink

fully present.

St Ignatius Brianchaninoy,
a nineteenth-century Russian
Orthodox bishop and
theologian, said: “He who is
careless about prayer is careless
about his salvation” As you
begin the new year, consider
setting a daily reminder to pause
and pray with purpose, even if
it's just for a moment. Over time,
these intentional moments build
a rhythm of prayer, creating
a deeper awareness of God's
presence in everyday life. ¥~
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