
Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community 
Scattered Church: Worship at home on 01/02/26  

The Presentation of our Lord in the Temple/Candlemas 
(You might like to have a lighted candle with you) 

Hymn 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness.  
Longing for truth, we turn to you.  
Make us your own, your holy people,  
light for the world to see.  
  

Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts, 
shine through the darkness.  
Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered today.  
  

Longing for peace, our world is troubled.  
Longing for hope, many despair.  
Your word alone has power to save us.  
Make us your living voice.  
   

Many the gifts, many the people,  
many the hearts that yearn to belong.  
Let us be servants to one another,  
making your kingdom come.       Bernadette Farrell b. 1957 
 
Dear friends, forty days ago we celebrated the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Now we recall the 
day on which he was presented in the Temple, when he was offered to the Father and shown to 
his people. As a sign of his coming among us, his mother was purified, as we now come to him 
for cleansing. In their old age Simeon and Anna recognised him as their Lord, as we today sing 
of his glory. Today, we celebrate both the joy of his coming and his searching judgement, 
looking back to the day of his birth and forward to the coming days of his passion. 
 

May the light and peace of Jesus Christ our Lord be with you. 
The Lord bless you. 
Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
You make our darkness to be light. 
For with you is the well of life 
and in your light shall we see light. 
Blessed be God for ever. 
Lord God, you kept faith with Simeon and Anna, 
and showed them the infant King. 
Give us grace to put all our trust in your promises, 
and the patience to wait for their fulfilment; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayers of Penitence 
Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: ‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.’ 
Let us therefore bring our sins into his light and confess them in penitence and faith. 
 

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 



we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, 
and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light. Amen. 
 

Almighty God, 
who forgives all who truly repent, 
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Collect 
Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you with pure and clean hearts, 
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



Readings 

Malachi 3:1-5  
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand 
when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and 
he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
Then I will draw near to you for judgement; I will be swift to bear witness against the sorcerers, 
against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who oppress the hired 
workers in their wages, the widow, and the orphan, against those who thrust aside the alien, and 
do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Hebrews 2:14-18 
Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same things, 
so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that he did not 
come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his 
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself 
was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested.  
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Luke 2:22-40  
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male 
shall be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in 
the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying,  
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word;  
for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,  
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and the 
rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many 
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age 
of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and 



day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour 
of God was upon him. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Reflection  
(Dial 01647 407047 to hear it again during the week) 

Affirmation of faith 
Let us declare our faith 
In God, Father, Son and Spirit. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 
I believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again? 
I believe and trust in him. 
 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God 
and makes Christ known in the world?    
I believe and trust in him. 
 

This is the faith of the Church.    
This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Intercessions  

The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in the presence of God among us, let us pray as our Saviour taught us 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 



The Peace 
In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high has broken upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 

Notices 
 

Father, we have sung your praise with shepherds and angels: 
may Christ be born in our hearts today. 
Praise to Christ our light. 
We have shared in the joy of Simeon and Anna; 
help us, like them, to trust your word. 
Praise to Christ our light. 
We have greeted Jesus, the light of the world; 
may we be filled with the light of your love. 
Praise to Christ our light. 
We stand near the place of new birth. 
Let us shine with the light of your love. 
We turn from the crib to the cross. 
Let us shine with the light of your love. 
We go to carry his light. 
Let us shine with the light of your love. 
 

Blessing 
Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 
fill you with radiance 
and scatter the darkness from your path. Amen. 
Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, 
gladden your eyes and warm your heart. Amen. 
Christ, the Dayspring from on high, 
draw near to guide your feet into the way of peace. Amen. 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Hymn 
Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I might have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too. 
 

We are pilgrims on a journey; 
we are family on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the miles and bear the load. 
 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night time of your fear; 



I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
I will share your joys and sorrows 
till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 

When we sing to God in Heaven 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve known together 
of Christ’s love and agony 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I might have the grace to 
let you be my servant, too.   Noel & Tricia Richard © 1989 Kingsway’s ThankyouMusic 
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Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community Services 

Services by telephone 
(Call 0333 0110 616; code 334 7721) 

 
 

Sundays at 9am: Sunday Worship – a half hour Service of the Word: hymns, readings and 
prayers 
 

Services in church 
 

 

Want to make a donation? 
Use the QR codes below, or go to https://www.achurchnearyou.com and search for the 
parish you want to support…remember to Gift Aid your donation if you can…thank you! 
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