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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
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25 December 2025

10:00 am

(Please stand.)

ENTRANCE HYMN: (NEH 30)

1. O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold him born the King of Angels:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

2. God of God, Light of Light,

Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;

Very God, begotten, not created:

3. See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps;

4. Child, for us sinners Poor and in the manger,

Fain we embrace Thee, with awe and love;

Who would not love Thee, Loving us so dearly:

5. Sing, choirs of Angels, Sing in exultation,

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;

Glory to God in the highest:

6. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,

Jesu, to thee be glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:

Latin 18th Century

Tr Frederick Oakeley 1802-80 and others

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON Cf. Is 9: 5
A child is born for us, and a son is given to us;
his sceptre of power rests upon his shoulder,
and his name will be called Messenger of great counsel.
GREETING

Priest:
 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: 

Amen.

Priest:
 
The Lord be with you. 

All: 

And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

Priest:
 Brethren (brothers and sisters), 

let us acknowledge our sins, 

and so, prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

All:
I confess to almighty God 

and to you, my brothers and sisters,

that I have greatly sinned, 

in my thoughts and in my words,

in what I have done 
and in what I have failed to do,

through my fault, through my fault, 

through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 

all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters, 

to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest:
 May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

All: 
Amen.

KYRIE 
(All sing)
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy.

THE GLORIA (All sing)

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, 

we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, 

Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

COLLECT

Priest:
Let us pray.

O God, who wonderfully created the dignity of human nature
and still more wonderfully restored it,
grant, we pray,
that we may share in the divinity of Christ,
who humbled himself to share in our humanity.
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever
All:
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

(Please sit.)

FIRST READING Isaiah 52:7-10
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

7   How beautiful upon the mountains
     are the feet of him who brings good news,
     who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness,
     who publishes salvation,
     who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8  The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
    together they sing for joy;
    for eye to eye they see
    the return of the LORD to Sion.
9  Break forth together into singing,
    you waste places of Jerusalem,
    for the LORD has comforted his people;
    he has redeemed Jerusalem.
10 The LORD has bared his holy arm
    before the eyes of all the nations,
    and all the ends of the earth shall see
    the salvation of our God.
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM Psalm 98 (97):1.2-3b.3c-4.5-6. R. 3cd
R/.  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

1 O sing a new song to the Lord
  for he has worked wonders.

  His right hand and his holy arm
  have brought salvation.  R/. 

2 The Lord has made known his salvation;

  has shown his justice to the nations.

  He has remembered his truth and love
  for the house of Israel. R/.

R/.  All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

3 All the ends of the earth have seen
  the salvation of our God.

  Shout to the Lord all the earth,
  ring out your joy.   R/.

4 Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp,

  with the sound of music.

  With trumpet and the sound of the horn
  acclaim the King, the Lord. R/.

SECOND READING Hebrews 1:1-6
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

1 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

5 For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son,
    today I have begotten you”?

Or again,

“I will be to him a father,
    and he shall be to me a son”?

6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,

“Let all God's angels worship him.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
(Please stand.)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

A hallowed day has shone upon us.

Come, O nations, and adore the Lord,

for today a great light has come down to earth.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL John 1:1-18
Priest: 
The Lord be with you. 

People: And with your spirit.

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
(Please sit.)
THE HOMILY

(Please stand.)

NICENO-CONSTANTINOPOLITAN CREED

I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

(ALL KNEEL during the next two lines:)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

(Please remain standing.)

THE PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
On this day, when the goodness and kindness of God 

our Saviour have appeared, let us humbly pour forth to him our prayers, trusting not in our own good works, but in his mercy.

Reader:

We pray for the Holy Church of God throughout the world: 

that as she celebrates the birth of Christ, she may grow in holiness. 

(Pause) Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us.

We pray for HM The King and his government, and for world leaders and their peoples: that Christ, the Prince of Peace will guide them in the ways of peace and justice.

(Pause) Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us.

We pray also for our parish, and especially for those who are alone this Christmas: that they may sense the love and presence of Christ. 

(Pause) Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us.

We pray for all who are affected by war, and natural calamities:
that through the mystery of the Nativity of Christ they may find relief in both mind and body. 

(Pause) Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us.

We pray for those who have died recently and those whose anniversaries of death occur at this time, including our departed loved ones and friends who we remember this Christmas.
(Pause) Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us.

Let us pause for a few moments in silence and present our own petitions with thanksgiving to God our Father.
(Pause) Lord hear us. Lord graciously hear us.

We join our prayers with those of the saints our companions in prayer, with those of St Barnabas our patron, and especially those of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth, our Lady of Walsingham, as together we say:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee…
Priest:
Heavenly Father, the birth of your Son renews our hope.

As we make our prayers, today, give us grace always to bear witness to him before the world. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST

(Please sit.)

OFFERTORY HYMN: (New English Hymnal 24)

1. Christians, awake, salute the happy morn, 
Whereon the Saviour of the world was born; 
Rise to adore the mystery of love, 
Which hosts of angels chanted from above; 
With them the joyful tidings were begun 
Of God incarnate and the Virgin's son. 

2. Then to the watchful shepherds it was told, 
Who heard the angelic herald's voice: 

"Behold, I bring 

good tidings of a Saviour's birth 
To you and all the nations on the earth: 
This day hath God fulfilled 

his promised word, 
This day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord." 

3. He spake; and straightway that celestial choir
In hymns of joy, unknown before, conspire;
The praises of redeeming love they sang,
And heav'n's whole orb with alleluyas rang:
God's highest glory was their anthem still,
Peace on the earth, and unto men good will.

4. To Bethl'hem straight

the happy shepherds ran,
To see the wonder 

God had wrought for man;
And found, with Joseph 

and the blessed Maid,
Her Son, the Saviour, in a manger laid:
Joyful, the wondrous story they proclaim,
The first apostles of his infant fame.

John Byrom 1691-1763

(Please stand.)

Priest:
Pray brethren (brothers and sisters), 
that my sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God the almighty Father.

People: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands, 

   for the praise and glory of his name, 

   for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Priest:
Make acceptable, O Lord, our oblation on this solemn day,
when you manifested the reconciliation
that makes us wholly pleasing in your sight
and inaugurated for us the fullness of divine worship.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
THE EUCHARISTIC PREFACE

V. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit. 

V. Lift up your hearts. 

R. We lift them up to the Lord. 

V. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

R. It is right and just. 

(The Priest prays the Eucharistic Preface.)

It is truly right and just…
And so, with all the Angels, we praise, as in joyful celebration we acclaim:

(All sing):

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts,

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

(Please kneel)

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

(The Priest continues with the Eucharistic Prayer.)

PC
The mystery of faith.

All: 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

THE COMMUNION RITE
(Please stand.)
At the Saviour’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to 
say:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in 
our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free 
from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope 

and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles, 

Peace I leave you, my peace I give you, look not on our sins, 

but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever. Amen.

Priest:

The Peace of the Lord be with you always.

People:
And with your spirit.

Priest: 

Let us offer each other the sign of Peace.

(You may wave your hands to those around you).

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

(All sing)
O Lamb of God, that take away the sins of the world,

     have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that take away the sins of the world,

     have mercy upon us.

O Lamb of God, that take away the sins of the world,

     grant us thy peace.

(Please kneel)

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Priest:

Behold the Lamb of God, 

behold him who takes away the sins of the world. 

Blessed are those called the supper of the Lamb. 

All: 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Cf. Ps 98 (97):3
All the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.

(Please come to the Altar rails to receive Christ. If you wish to receive a blessing instead, please come forward crossing your arms across your chest to signify your intention.)
(The Priest says to each communicant:)

Priest:


The Body of Christ

Communicant:
Amen.

(When Communion is administered under both kinds:)

Priest:


The Blood of Christ

Communicant:
Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN: COMMUNION: NEH 297)
1. Lord Jesus Christ You have come to us 

You are one with us, Mary's Son. 

Cleansing our souls from all their sin. 

Pouring Your love and goodness in. 

Jesus our love for you we sing, Living Lord. 

 

2. Lord Jesus Christ now and every day 

Teach us how to pray, Son of God. 

You have commanded us to do 

This in remembrance, Lord, of you 

Into our lives your power breaks through, 

Living Lord.

3.  Lord Jesus Christ You have come to us 

Born as one with us, Mary's Son. 

Led out to die on Calvary, 

Risen from death to set us free, 

Living Lord Jesus help us see You are Lord. 

 

4. Lord Jesus Christ I would come to you 

Live my life for you, Son of God. 

All your commands I know are true, 

Your many gifts will make me new, 

Into my life your power breaks through, Living Lord.

Patrick Appleford 1925-2018

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Priest:  Let us pray.

Grant, O merciful God,
that, just as the Saviour of the world, born this day,
is the author of divine generation for us,
so he may be the giver even of immortality.
Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.
All:
Amen.

NOTICES

SOLEMN BLESSING
May the God of infinite goodness,
who by the Incarnation of his Son 
has driven darkness from the world 

and by that glorious Birth has illumined this most holy night (day), drive far from you the darkness of vice
and illumine your hearts with the light of virtue.
R. Amen.
May God, who willed that the great joy
of his Son’s saving Birth
be announced to shepherds by the Angel,
fill your minds with the gladness he gives
and make you heralds of his Gospel.
R. Amen.
And may God, who by the Incarnation
brought together the earthly and heavenly realm,
fill you with the gift of his peace and favour
and make you sharers with the Church in heaven.
R. Amen.
And may the blessing of almighty God,
the Father, and the Son, † and the Holy Spirit,
come down on you and remain with you for ever.
R. Amen.

Priest:  Go forth, the Mass is ended.

All: 
Thanks be to God!

(Please stand.)

RECESSIONAL HYMN: (New English Hymnal 26)

1. Hark! the herald angels sing Glory to the new-born King;

Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies,
     

With the angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem:
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the new-born King.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord,

Late in time behold Him come, Offspring of a Virgin's womb!

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel:

Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the new-born King.

3. Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings;
Mild He lays His glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth:

Charles Wesley 1707-88

and others

Voluntary

Organist: RC


Cantor: Stephen Devine

REMEMBER YOUR PARISH CHURCH IN YOUR WILL.

Sort Code: 20-52-74; Acct: 40829404

Account name: St Barnabas Woodford Green PCC

TODAY IS FR WILLIAM’S FAREWELL MASS

After 13 years as Vicar of Woodford Green Saint Barnabas, we say goodbye and express our gratitude to Father William. Everyone is welcome to the Church Hall after the Mass for some refreshments.

MASSES THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON

Celebrant: Fr Reg Bushau SSC
26 December, ST STEPHEN, 9:30 am MASS 
28 December, HOLY FAMILY SUNDAY, 9:30am SOLEMN MASS 

Wishing you all a Happy Christmas 

and a Blessed New Year!
You may take this Mass booklet home.

Please proceed to the Hall for refreshments.
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