St. Bartholomew's Church,

Armley
14th, December, 2025

Third Sunday of Advent

Parish Mass, 10:00am.

Celebrant: Fr. lan Cook
Hymns: 5 15 11 18 3

We pray for the Sick and the Suffering: Craig Craggs

Recently departed: Shaquille Anderson

Year’s Mind: Isabella Adamson 1990 Thomas Patterson 2008 Connie Hanchard 2003
Thelma Horncastle 2004 Anthony Brown 2008 Rosie Ashworth 1990 Maureen Hall 2008
Gary Strain 2010 Clifford Gregg 2017 Tom Stephenson 1998 Elsie Grayson 2001
Arthur Ramsden 2007 Julie Lee 2015 Dora Shipley 2015

Sunday, 14t". December: Third Sunday of Advent Parish Mass 10.00am.
Please support today’s collection for The Children’s Society

Thursday, 18". December: Said Mass at 10.00am in the Centenary Chapel,
followed by tea, coffee and chat in church from 10.30am.

Sunday, 215t. December: Fourth Sunday in Advent Parish Mass 10:00am

First Mass of Christmas: Wednesday, 24t". December at 4:00pm

Sorry, No Mass on Christmas Day

)
PRAYERS FOR OUR CHURCH OF ST. BARTHOLOMEW, WE ALL SAY:

Heavenly Father, look upon your Church and may the power of your Holy Spirt
strengthen us and keep us steadfast in our desire to do your will. Bless all those
in authority within the Church and guide and direct them in making the right
decisions for its future. Help them to extend Christ’s Kingdom and love and
protect all those under their care. Amen

Onelottery

Please support S. Bart’s by buying tickets to One Lottery’s weekly draw. Tickets are
only £1 each of which 50p goes directly to the church. December’s Super Draw prize
is an incredible £3,000 Christmas Cash Bonus. Buy your tickets now!

https://www.onelottery.co.uk/support/st-bartholomews-church

Local lottery winner 6" December - Eileen



https://www.onelottery.co.uk/support/st-bartholomews-church
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

COLLECT

O God, who see how your people

faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,

enable us, we pray,

to attain the joys of so great a salvation

and to celebrate them always

with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

FIRST READING lIsaiah 35:1-6a. 10
A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;

the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
it shall blossom abundantly

and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord,

the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,

and make firm the feeble knees.

Say to those who have an anxious heart,
‘Be strong; fear not!

Behold, your God will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.

He will come and save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return

and come to Sion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

they shall obtain gladness and joy,

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Psalm 146(145):6c-7. 8-9a. 9b-10

R. cf. Isaiah 35:4

R: Come, Lord, and save us.
Or Allelluia.

1. ltis the Lorp who preserves fidelity for ever,
who does justice to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lorp who sets prisoners free. R.

2. ltis the Lorp who opens the eyes of the blind,
the Lorp who raises up those who are bowed down.
Itis the Lorp who loves the just,
the Lorp who protects the stranger. R.

3. The Lorp upholds the orphan and the widow,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lorp will reign for ever,

SECOND READING James 5:7-10
A reading from the Letter of Saint James.

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord.
See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being
patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You
also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is
at hand. Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters,
so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at
the door. As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and
sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

ACCLAMATION BEFORE THE GOSPEL Isaiah 61:1 (Luke 4:18)
R: Alleluia, Alleluia.

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;

he has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor.
R: Alleluia.

GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

At that time: When John heard in prison about the deeds of the
Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’

And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and
see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the
poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one
who is not offended by me.’

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds
concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see?
A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A
man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing
are in kings’ houses.

‘What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and
more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, “Behold, |
send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way
before you.”

“Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen
no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord, we pray,
be offered to you unceasingly,
to complete what was begun in sacred mystery
and powerfully accomplish for us your saving work.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We implore your mercy, Lord,

that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of our faults
and prepare us for the coming feasts.

Through Christ our Lord.

your God, O Sion, from age to age. R. Amen.
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