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Holy Trinity Church, Cowes
Seafarers’ Christmas Carol Service
Sunday 14th December 2025
11.45 am
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Led by the Reverend Ryan Cook
and Reverend Lyndi Trombetti
Choir: Voices of the Isle of Wight
Leader: Linda Filby-Borrett 
Organist: Michael Reynolds









In our journeying we find you,
God of the unexpected places.
We find you there – in our doubts
As well as our certainties,
In our fears as well as our courage,
In our questions as well as our wonder,
And in our turning to others to care.
Help us to journey on,
Looking expectantly to find you.




HOLY TRINITY COWES
SEAFARERS’ CAROL SERVICE - 2025

Please stand 			Entrance of the Clergy  
Soloist Lucy Hinkley-Stevens & Choir Sing       
      Extracts from The Ceremony of Carols           
         Benjamin Britten

Please sit/kneel                   Welcome & Bidding Prayer

3rd Advent Candle lit by:		          Mrs Tineke Rock  						Church Warden
Priest:  We light this candle for all God’s messengers, preparing the way for change, signs pointing to a new age to come.
Please Say together:    God, as we wait for your promise, give light, give hope.

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,                                but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,  for ever and ever.   Amen.

Choir Sing: 			                   		  Gaudete
						         Traditional

Bible Reading:                       			   The Fall 
Read By: Mrs Susie Sheldon JP               Genesis 3: 8-15
His Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant for the Isle of Wight

Please Stand to sing:		        
It came upon the midnight clear, 
that glorious song of old, 
from angels bending near the earth 
to touch their harps of gold: 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
from heaven's all-gracious King." 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 
to hear the angels sing. 
Still through the cloven skies they come 
with peaceful wings unfurled, 
and still their heavenly music floats 
o'er all the weary world; 
above its sad and lowly plains, 
they bend on hovering wing, 
and ever o'er its Babel sounds 
the blessed angels sing. 
And ye, beneath life's crushing load, 
whose forms are bending low, 
who toil along the climbing way 
with painful steps and slow, 
look now! for glad and golden hours 
come swiftly on the wing. 
O rest beside the weary road, 
and hear the angels sing! 
For lo! the days are hastening on, 
by prophets seen of old, 
when with the ever-circling years 
shall come the time foretold 
when peace shall over all the earth 
its ancient splendours fling, 
and the whole world send back the song 
which now the angels sing.
Please Sit
Bible Reading:      The Prophecy of the Messiah’s Birth 
Read by:  Robert M Bicket Esq             Isaiah 9:  2b, 6-7 Commodore, Royal Yacht Squadron	

Please Stand to sing:		

Unto us a boy is born!
King of all creation;
came he to a world forlorn,
The Lord of ev'ry nation, 			            The Lord of ev'ry nation. 
Cradled in a stall was he,
watched by cows and asses;
but the very beasts could see
that he the world surpasses,                                      that he the world surpasses. 
Then the fearful Herod cried,
'Pow'r is mine in Jewry!'
So the blameless children died
The victims of his fury,                                                  The victims of his fury. 
Now may Mary's Son, who came
long ago to love us,
lead us all with hearts aflame
unto the joys above us, 				           unto the joys above us. 
Omega and Alpha he!
Let the organ thunder,
while the choir with peals of glee
shall rend the air asunder, 			          shall rend the air asunder. 
Please Sit
Bible Reading: 		    The Annunciation to Mary
Read by:  A Cadet		         	                  Luke 1: 26-3 Cowes Sea Cadets
			    
Choir Sing:  					     Angels’ Carol  						        John Rutter

Bible Reading: 			        The Birth of Jesus
Read by: Mrs Louise Morton        	         Luke 2: 1-7  Seafarer

Please Stand to sing:

In the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago.
Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him
Nor earth sustain;
Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign:
In the bleak mid-winter. a stable-place sufficed
The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.
Angels and archangels
May have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim
Thronged the air,
But only His mother, In her maiden bliss,
Worshipped the Beloved, With a kiss.
What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb,
If I were a wise man, I would do my part,
Yet what I can I give Him, Give my heart.
Please Sit
Bible Reading: 	    The Shepherds go to the Manger Read by:  Carron Snagge OBE DL                  Luke 2:8-16
Church Warden.	

Please Stand to sing: 

O little town of Bethlehem
How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
The everlasting Light
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight
O morning stars together
Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God the King
And Peace to men on earth                                           For Christ is born of Mary
And gathered all above
While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love
How silently, how silently
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming,
But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him still,
The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us, we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born to us today
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell
O come to us, abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel
Please Sit


Bible Reading:           The Wise Men are led by the Star 
Read by:   A Volunteer		          Matthew 2: 1-11
Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust

Choir Sing:					           Star Carol
       John Rutter

Bible Reading 7:    The Incarnation of the Word of God
Read by: Reverend Lyndi Trombetti.             John 1; 1-4 Parish Priest, Holy Trinity Church	

Please Stand to sing:

Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with th’ angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King!”


Christ, by highest heaven adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
hail th’ incarnate Deity,
pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King!”
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King!”
Please Sit		    		       Collect & Blessing

Please Stand 	          Choir and Clergy Leave
Toccata on Joy to The World 		 Martin Setchell

May God’s Blessing be upon you and your families and friends this Christmas and always.
Come and celebrate the birth of Christ with us  here       at Holy Trinity Church.
A warm welcome awaits you.

21 December 9.30 am                    Holy Communion

24 December 4.00 pm	Nativity Service 

25 December 09.30 am 	Family Service &             Holy Communion

28 December 10.30am	Carols & Croissants

The Retiring Collection will be shared 
between Cowes Sea Cadets and Holy Trinity Church
Cash or cashless or use the QR code below:
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