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“Celebrating Advent”
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Advent is a season of expectation and preparation, as the Church waits for the coming (adventus) of Christ, celebrating again God coming to earth as a human child (his incarnation) and also looking forward to the day he returns. 

In Advent we are invited once more to look to the Christ Child; the child who became a man; the man who died on a Cross, paying the price for our sins, and who invites each of us to turn to him and receive freely, the gift of forgiveness, bought at such a great cost to himself. 

Advent is a time of expectation and anticipation of Christmas. Church decorations in Advent are simple, and purple is the traditional colour.  

Advent comes at the darkest season of the year, and so the symbolism of lighted candles, reflecting the light of Christ coming into the darkness of our world shines out brightly throughout Advent and Christmas.

Each Sunday through Advent we light one more of the Advent candles, ending on Christmas day with the central candle. Those candles, in turn, represent Hope, Peace, Joy and Love, and also Patriarchs, Prophets, John the Baptist and the Virgin Mary. Then finally, on Christmas day, the birth of Jesus, the Son of God, the Christ, the Saviour of the world. 

This Advent, may you know the hope, peace, joy and love that Jesus brings to all who turn to him. May you know Him as your Saviour and Lord. 

Welcome and notices
The King is Coming! 
Hymn
The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
All:	and also with you.

The Advent Candle is lit 
(The appropriate prayer is printed on the pew leaflet)

Prayer of Preparation 
(Please sit or kneel)
All:	Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
Prayers of Penitence

The Summary of the Law:
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
The first commandment is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
All:	Amen.  Lord, have mercy.

Invitation to confession
When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore, in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.
Silence

All: Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.
Absolution
May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring you pardon and peace, now and for ever. 
Amen

The Collect
A different prayer for each of the Sundays of Advent is printed on the pew leaflet.

We pray together.

The Old Testament and New Testament Readings 

	This is the word of the Lord.
All:	Thanks be to God.

Hymn
Gospel Reading 
(please remain standing if comfortable to do so)

Hallelujah, Hallelujah.
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
All:	Hallelujah.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
All:	Glory to you, O Lord.

and after the reading 
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All:	Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
The Apostles’ Creed
 (Please stand and join in as you feel comfortable to do)

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
All:    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
          heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
All:	I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
He descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
All:	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession for Advent
Please sit or kneel
The response: 
	
In joyful expectation of his coming to our aid we pray to Jesus, saying, Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 
All:	Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 
Come to your Church as Lord and Judge.
We pray for your people everywhere that we may be faithful to the Gospel and loving to our neighbour. Help us to live in the light of your coming
and help us to obey your commands.
All:	Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 

Come to your world as King of the nations.
We pray for justice, wisdom and compassion for all who have authority over others. 
Before you rulers will stand in silence.
All:	Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 

Come to us as Saviour and Comforter.
We pray for all who suffer: the sick, the bereaved and the lonely.  Break into those areas of our lives where we live with failure and distress and set us free to serve you forever. 
All:	Come, Lord Jesus, Come.

Come to us from Heaven with power and great glory, to lift us up to meet you, with all your saints and angels, to live with you forever. 
All:	Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay.
Give renewed courage to your people 
to trust in your love.
By your coming, raise us to share in the joy of your kingdom on earth as in heaven, 
where you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen.

The Peace
(please stand if comfortable to do so)

Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
peace in heaven and glory in the highest.

	The peace of the Lord be always with you
All:	and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
Hymn
	
Preparation of the Table
Taking of the Bread and Wine
With this bread that we bring 
All: we shall remember Jesus.

	With this wine that we bring 
All: we shall remember Jesus.

Bread for his body, wine for his blood, gifts from God to his table we bring.
All:	We shall remember Jesus.



The Eucharistic Prayer for Advent
The Lord is here.
All:	His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
All:	We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:	It is right to give him thanks and praise.
(please sit or kneel)

Up to the 15th December: 
It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you formed before the foundation of the world to open for us the way of salvation. 

Confident that your promise will be fulfilled, we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord will come again in glory. And so, we join our voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven to proclaim your glory, forever praising you and saying: 

All:	Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

FROM 16th DECEMBER UNTIL CHRISTMAS EVE:

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and everlasting Father,
through Jesus Christ your Son.  He is the one foretold by all the prophets, whom the Virgin Mother bore with love beyond all telling.

John the Baptist was his herald and made him known when at last he came.  In his love Christ has filled us with joy as we prepare to celebrate his birth, so that when he comes he may find us watching in prayer, our hearts filled with wonder and praise.  And so, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we proclaim your glory and join in their unending hymn of praise. 

All:	Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example and obey his command, grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his body and his blood;  who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks;  he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
All:	To you be glory and praise for ever.
 
In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
All:	To you be glory and praise for ever.

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross;  we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  we look for the coming of your kingdom, and with this bread and this cup  we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.
All:	Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest, this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, and as we eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your divine majesty, renew us by the Holy Spirit, inspire us with your love and unite us in the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
All:	To you be glory and praise for ever.
`Through him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in songs of everlasting praise: 
All:	Blessing and honour and glory and power be yours for ever and ever. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer  
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All: 	Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name: 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive them that trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
All:	We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.


Agnus Dei
	All:	Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.
 
Giving of Communion
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people.
All:	Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The people receive communion
Prayer after Communion
All: Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.


Hymn


The Dismissal Gospel 
(On Advent Sunday only)
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
All:	Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.“ 
(Mark 1: 14-15)

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All:	Praise to you, O Christ
Blessing
Our Lord says, “I am coming soon.”
All:	Amen. Come, Lord Jesus
May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting.
All:	Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with you always. 
All:	Amen


We hope you have enjoyed this Advent service and glimpsed the light of Christ shining in the darkness. A light which shines to light our path and guides us in our journey in life. May your journey lead you ever more heavenward in Christ. Amen
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