Holy Communion
for All Saints & All Souls Days

The Stour Valley Benefice
The Parishes of Cavendish, Clare, Hundon, Poslingford,
Stoke-by-Clare & Wixoe



- A short introduction to the Season —

No Christian is solitary. Through baptism we become members one of another in
Christ, members of a company of saints whose mutual belonging transcends
death. All Saints’ Day and the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed on All
Souls’ Day celebrates this mutual belonging.

All Saints’ Day celebrates men and women in whose lives the Church as a whole
has seen the grace of God powerfully at work. It is an opportunity to give thanks
for that grace, and for the wonderful ends to which it shapes a human life; it is a
time to be encouraged by the example of the saints and to recall that sanctity
may grow in the ordinary circumstances, as well as the extraordinary crises, of
human living.

Redemption is a work of God's grace; it is God who redeems us in Christ and
there is nothing to be done beyond what Christ has done. But we still wait for the
final consummation of God’s new creation in Christ; those who are Christ’s,
whether or not they have passed through death, are joined in prayer that God's
kingdom will be revealed finally and in all its fullness.

We also sense that it is a fearful thing to come before the unutterable goodness
and holiness of God, even for those who are redeemed in Christ; that it is searing
as well as life-giving to experience God’s mercy.
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Hymn - For all the saints who from their labours rest

For all the saints who from their labours rest,
who thee by faith before the world confessed,
thy name, O Jesu, be for ever blest.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
thou, Lord, their Captain in the well-fought fight;
thou, in the darkness, still their one true light.
Alleluia, alleluia.

O blest communion, fellowship divine!
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine;
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine.
Alleluia, alleluia.

But lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day;
the saints triumphant rise in bright array;
the King of glory passes on his way.

Alleluia, alleluia.

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast,

through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Alleluia, alleluia. (W. Walsham How 1823-1897)

The Gathering

Minister: In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

The Greeting

Minister: The Lord be with you.
All: and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation

All: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,
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all desires known, and from who no secrets are
hidden:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers of Penitence

Minister:

Since we are surrounded by a great cloud of witness, let
us also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so

closely, looking to Jesus in penitence and faith.
(Hebrews 12:1)

Kyrie Confession

Minister:

All:

Minister:

All:

Minister:

All:
Absolution

Minister:

All:

Lord, you are gracious and compassionate:
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

You are loving to all and your mercy is over all your
creation:

Christ, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy.

Your faithful servants bless your name and speak of the
glory of your kingdom:

Lord, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all
your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.



Gloria in Excelsis

All: Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

The Collect

Minister: Almighty God, you have knit together your elect
in one communion and fellowship
in the mystical body of your Son Christ our Lord:
grant us grace so to follow your blessed saints
in all virtuous and godly living
that we may come to those inexpressible joys
that you have prepared for those who truly love you;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

All: Amen.

Old Testament Reading (Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 NRSV)

In the first year of King Belshazzar of Babylon, Daniel had a dream and
visions of his head as he lay in bed. Then he wrote down the dream: I,
Daniel, saw in my vision by night the four winds of heaven stirring up
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the great sea, and four great beasts came up out of the sea, different
from one another.

As for me, Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, and the visions of
my head terrified me. I approached one of the attendants to ask him the
truth concerning all this. So he said that he would disclose to me the
interpretation of the matter: ‘As for these four great beasts, four kings
shall arise out of the earth. But the holy ones of the Most High shall
receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom for ever - for ever and
ever.’

Minister: This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

New Testament Reading (Ephesians 1:11-23 NRSV)

In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according
to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our hope on
Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit;
this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God'’s own
people, to the praise of his glory.

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. God put this power to work
in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right
hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age
but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and
has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.



Minister: This is the word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading (Luke 6:20-31 NRSV)

Reader: Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Luke.
All: Glory to you, O Lord.

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: ‘Blessed are you who are
poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 'Blessed are you who are

hungry now, for you will be filled. ‘Blessed are you who weep now, for
you will laugh. 'Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they
exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in
heaven; for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets.

‘But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.
‘Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.

‘Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.

‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors
did to the false prophets.

'‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone
who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to
everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do
not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.

Minister: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, O Christ.
The Creed

All: We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
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true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation he came down from
heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and
the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped
and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Minister: In fellowship with all the saints, let us pray to the Lord.

We pray that the Church may be worthy of those who
have gone before in the faith and left us a pattern of



Minister:
All:

godly life. Increase in us the same faith, so that we may
see the glory of God and show it forth in our worship.

As we pray for the needs of the world, we ask that
those who hold earthly power may know their weakness
and mortality, and seek the better way. May the prayers
of all the saints bring peace and healing the wrongs of
the present time.

Give us the vision to see the holiness in those around
us. Guided by the example of the saints, may we live
our daily lives for the good of all.

Bring comfort to those who mourn; give them hope in
the life that never dies. Have mercy on those who are
near to death and strengthen them with the courage
which upheld the saints in their dying.

We give thanks for all the saints who have died in the
faith of Christ. May all the departed share with them the
blessing of eternal life.

We pray in the name of Christ who gives life to the
dead.

Merciful Father,

accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

The Peace

Minister:

We are fellow-citizens with the saints and of the
household of God, through Christ our Lord, who came
and preached peace to those who were far off and
those who were near. (Ephesians 2:19,17)
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The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All: and also with you.

Preparation of the Altar

The Eucharistic Prayer

Minister: The Lord is here.

All: His Spirit is with us.

Minister: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them to the Lord.

Minister: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: it is right to give thanks and praise.
Minister: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should always sing of your glory,

holy Father, almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

For you are the hope of the nations,

the builder of the city that is to come.

Your love made visible in Jesus Christ

brings home the lost,

restores the sinner

and gives dignity to the despised.

In his face your light shines out,

flooding lives with goodness and truth,
gathering into one in your kingdom

a divided and broken humanity.

Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation
we glorify your name, evermore praising you and
singing:

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Minister: Lord God, you are the most holy one,
enthroned in splendour and light,
yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ
you reveal the power of your love
made perfect in our human weakness.

Embracing our humanity,

Jesus showed us the way of salvation;

loving us to the end,

he gave himself to death for us;

dying for his own,

he set us free from the bonds of sin,

that we might rise and reign with him in glory.

On the night he gave himself for us all

he took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave
you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the
cross, we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the
tomb, we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on
high and we long for his coming in glory.

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption
Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation
be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;
form us into the likeness of Christ and make us a perfect
offering in your sight.
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Look with favour on your people

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts.
Bless the earth,

heal the sick,

let the oppressed go free

and fill your Church with power from on high.

Gather your people from the ends of the earth to feast
with all your saints at the table in your kingdom,

where the new creation is brought to perfection in Jesus
Christ our Lord;

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Minister:

All:

With saints and martyrs through the ages, let us pray
with confidence as our Saviour has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Minister:

All:

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.

12



The Agnus Dei

All: Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

Minister: Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

All: We do not presume to come to this your table,
merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the
crumbs under your table.

But you are the same Lord whose nature is
always to have mercy.

Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood, that our sinful bodies may
be made clean by his body and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,

and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he
inus. Amen.

The Minister receives communion on behalf of all those in our community
who are unable to be present.
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Prayer after Communion

Minister:

All:

God, the source of all holiness and giver of all good
things: may we who have shared at this table as
strangers and pilgrims here on earth be welcomed with
all your saints to the heavenly feast on the day of your
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen.

The Dismissal

Minister:

All:

Minister:
All:

May Christ who makes saints of sinners, who has
transformed those we remember today, raise and
strengthen you that may transform the world;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be amongst you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Hymn — The day thou gavest, Lord is ended

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended,
the darkness falls at thy behest;

to thee our morning hymns ascended,
thy praise shall sanctify our rest.

We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping,
while earth rolls onwards into light,
through all the world her watch is keeping,
and rests not now by day or night.
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As o'er each continent and island
the dawn leads on another day,
the voice of prayer is never silent,
nor dies the strain of praise away.

The sun that bids us rest is waking
our brethren ‘neath the western sky,
and hour by hour fresh lips are making
thy wondrous doings heard of high.

So be it, Lord: thy throne shall never,

like earth's proud empires, pass away;

thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever,

till all thy creatures own thy sway. (John Ellerton 1826-1893)

For more information about our Benefice, including details of
upcoming special services, events and activities for all the family,
please visit:

www.stourvalley.org.uk
ﬂ facebook.com/StourValleyCofE

@ @StourValleyCofE

Christian Copyright Licence No. 523438

Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which is included in this service, is copyright © The
Archbishops’ Council, 2006.

Scripture quotations from The New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, is copyright © The Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in the USA, 1989.

“Hear our prayer: Gospel based intercessions for Sundays, Holy Days and Festival — Years A, B & C” material
from which is included in this service, is copyright © Raymond Chapman, 2003. published by The Canterbury
Press, Norwich.

(November 2025)
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Although not all of us are able to meet in church for services every week,
it is important to remember that the work of the Church continues, as do
many of the ongoing costs in maintaining our historic buildings, as well as
supporting the ministry in this benefice and the wider church. If you are
able to make a gift please contact your church warden or Revd Mark.

Remember that if you are able, please Gift Aid your donation as it means
that we can claim an extra 25p for every £1 you donate from the
Government at no extra cost to you — resulting in your £20 donation now
being worth £25!

If you wish to donate regularly to your church, please consider signing up
to the Parish Giving Scheme, please ask one of the churchwardens for a
pack or sign up online at: www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-
your-parish/

Alternatively, you can make an online donation to your chosen church
through your smartphone by scanning the relevant QR Code below:

Clare with Stoke by Clare
Poslingford

Cavendish Wixoe
Hundon
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