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Thanksgiving   Please stand 

For the warmth of the sun, 
Father in heaven,  

we give you thanks and praise. 

For the rain which makes things grow, 
Father in heaven, 

we give you thanks and praise. 

For the flowers and the animals, 
Father in heaven,  

we give you thanks and praise. 

For all your gifts, 
Father in heaven, 

we give you thanks and praise. 
 

Song    
Come, you thankful people, come,  
raise the song of harvest home; 
fruit and crops are gathered in,  
safe before the storms begin. 
God our maker will provide  
for our needs to be supplied; 
come, with all his people, come,  
raise the song of harvest home. 
 
All the world is God's own field,  
harvests for his praise to yield; 
wheat and weeds together sown  
here for joy or sorrow grown. 
First the blade and then the ear,  
then the full corn shall appear; 
Lord of harvest, grant that we  
wholesome grain and pure may be. 
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Even so, Lord, quickly come,  
bring your final harvest home; 
gather all your people in,  
free from sorrow, free from sin, 
there together purified,  
ever thankful at your side; 
come, with all your angels come, 
bring that glorious harvest home. 
 
Words: Henry Alford (1810-1871) In this version The Jubilate Group  
Music: George Job Elvey (1816-93) 
CCLI number 50200 
 

We say Sorry    Please sit down 

We say sorry to God for the things we have done wrong:  
 
We confess to you  
our lack of care for the world you have given us. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you 
our selfishness in not sharing the earth’s food fairly. 
Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 
We confess to you 
our failure to protect resources for others. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
May the God of love  
bring us back to himself,  
forgive us our sins,  
and  assure us of his eternal love 
in Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 
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A Harvest Prayer  
Creator God, you made the goodness of the land,  
the riches of the sea  
and the rhythm of the seasons;  
as we thank you for the harvest,  
may we cherish and respect  
this planet and its peoples,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

Amen. 

 
Bible Reading:   John 6: 25-35  Please stand 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
When they found Jesus on the other side of the lake, they said to him, 
‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I 
tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but 
because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of 
Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his 
seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works of 
God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe 
in him whom he has sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What sign are you 
going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What 
work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.”’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses 
who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you 
the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes 
down from heaven and gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, 
give us this bread always.’ 
 
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
 
At the end the reader says: 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Talk 
 

Song   

Peace, perfect peace, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Peace, perfect peace, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends 
Peace, perfect, peace, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
 
Love, perfect love, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Love, perfect, love is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends. 
Love, perfect love, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
 
Faith, perfect faith, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Faith, perfect faith, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends. 
Faith, perfect faith, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
 
Hope, perfect hope, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Hope, perfect hope, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends. 
Hope, perfect hope, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
 
Joy, perfect joy, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Joy, perfect joy, is the gift of Christ our Lord. 
Thus, says the Lord, will the world know my friends. 
Joy, perfect joy, is the gift of Christ our Lord.   
 
© 1976 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.  CCLI number 631904 
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The Creed      Please stand 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,  
source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Son,  
who took our human nature, 
died for us, and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God, 
and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 
 
This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 
We believe and trust in one God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Prayers led by children from St John’s School    
Please sit down 
 
At the end we say: 
Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers  
for the sake of your Son,  
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
The Peace    Please stand 

The harvest of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 
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Song 
Beauty for brokenness, 
hope for despair, 
Lord, in your suffering world 
this is our prayer. 
Bread for the children,  
justice, joy, peace, 
sunrise to sunset,  
your kingdom increase! 
 
Shelter for fragile lives, 
cures for their ills, 
work for the craftsmen, 
trade for their skills; 
land for the dispossessed, 
rights for the weak, 
voices to plead the cause 
of those who can’t speak. 
 
God of the poor, 
friend of the weak, 
give us compassion, we pray: 
melt our cold hearts, 
let tears fall like rain; 
come, change our love  
from a spark to a flame. 
 
Refuge from cruel wars,  
havens from fear,  
cities for sanctuary, 
freedoms to share. 
Peace to the killing fields, 
scorched earth to green, 
Christ for the bitterness  
his cross for the pain. 
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Rest for the ravaged earth, 
oceans and streams 
plundered and poisoned -  
our future, our dreams. 
Lord, end our madness, 
carelessness, greed; 
make us content with 
the things that we need. 
 
God of the poor.... 
 
Lighten our darkness, 
breathe on this flame 
until your justice burns 
brightly again; 
until the nations 
learn of your ways, 
seek your salvation  
and bring you their praise. 
 
God of the poor... 
 
Words and music © 1993 Make Way Music (www.grahamkendrick.co.uk) 
CCLI number 1236690 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Remembrance   Please stand     
The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

http://www.grahamkendrick.co.uk/
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Lord of all life, 
you created the universe, 
where all living things reflect your glory. 
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
to discover and to cherish. 
 
You give us the fish in the sea, 
the birds of the air, 
and every plant and tree; 
the life that sleeps in the winter earth, 
and awakens again in the spring. 
 
You made us all, 
each wonderfully different, 
to join with the angels 
and sing your praise: 

 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We thank you, loving Father, 
because, when we turned away, 
you sent Jesus, your Son. 
He gave his life for us on the cross 
and shows us the way to live. 
Send your Holy Spirit 
that these gifts of bread and wine 
may be for us Christ’s body and his blood. 
 
On the night before he died, 
when darkness had fallen, 
Jesus took bread. 
He gave thanks, broke it, 
and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my body, given for you. 
Do this to remember me.’ 
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After they had eaten, he took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and shared it with his disciples, saying: 
‘This is my blood, poured out for you and for many, 
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 
 
So Father, with this bread and this cup 
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life. 
As you feed us with these gifts, 
send your Holy Spirit, 
and change us more and more 
to be like Jesus our Saviour. 
 
Help us, Father, to love one another, 
as we look forward to that day 
when suffering is ended, 
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 
 
And now with all your saints 
we give you glory, 
through Jesus Christ, 
in the strength of the Spirit, 

today and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer    Please sit down  
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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Breaking the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread. 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

 
Invitation to Communion 
God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. 

Jesus Christ is holy, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 

 
The Giving of Communion 
 

Prayer after Communion 
Lord, we have broken your bread  
and received your life. 
By the power of your Spirit  
keep us always in your love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
 

Song  
We plough the fields, and scatter  
the good seed on the land, 
but it is fed and watered  
by God's almighty hand; 
he sends the snow in winter,  
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine,  
and soft refreshing rain. 
 
All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above, 
then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, 
for all his love. 
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He only is the maker  
of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower,  
he lights the evening star; 
the wind and waves obey him,  
by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children,  
he gives our daily bread.  
 

All good gifts around us…. 
 
We thank you, then, O Father,  
for all things bright and good, 
the seed time and the harvest,  
our life, our health, our food. 
Accept the gifts we offer,  
for all your love imparts; 
we come now, Lord, to give you 
our humble, thankful hearts.  
 
All good gifts around us… 

Words: Matthias Claudius (1740-1815) 
Music: Jonathan Abraham Peter Schulz (1747-1800) 
CCLI number 328554 

 

The Blessing and Going out to Serve God 
May God’s joy be in our hearts. May God’s peace be in our world. 
May God’s love be known among us 

and the blessing…  Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Common Worship: Services and Prayer for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright ©The Archbishops’ Council 2000 
CCLI Licence No: 426195    One License No: A-74051 


