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October Editorial - A Season of Reflection and Renewal 

As the leaves turn and the air grows crisp, October gently nudges us into a slower rhythm. The 

harvest is in, the hedgerows are full of colours, and there's a quiet magic in the misty mornings 

that makes even the most familiar footpaths feel new again. 

Here in the village, it's a time for gathering, whether around bonfires, at the autumn fair, or 

simply over a warm cup of tea with neighbours. The changing season reminds us of the 

importance of community, of lending a hand before winter sets in, and of celebrating the small 

joys: a well-tended garden, a freshly baked pie, or the laughter of children walking their dogs 

crunching through leaves. 

Let’s take this month to reconnect, with nature, with each other, and with the traditions that 

make our village feel like home. Whether you're planting bulbs for spring or planning festive 

events, October is the perfect moment to pause, appreciate, and prepare. 

Wishing you warmth, colour, and connection this autumn.

Rennie 

USEFUL LOCAL CONTACTS:

Ettington Parish Council Clerk, Jane Carter, 
clerk@ettingtonparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Ettington Church Churchwarden, Phil Knight, 07886 126098, phee100@btinternet.com 

Ettington Community Centre Bookings  
Eva Lowe 07975 682775 bookings@ettingtoncommunitycentre.co.uk 

Ettington & Fulready Village Newsletter 
Enquiries and/or contributions to Rennie Boreham, the editor: 
ettingtonfulready.newsletter@gmail.com 

Deadline for contribution for the November 2025 issue: By WEDNESDAY 15th October 2025 

Newsletter Produced by: Ettington Parochial Church Council 

Newsletter Printed by:  Parish Magazine Printing, 01288 341617 

With thanks to Ettington Parish Council for their continued financial support. 
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October 2025 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

It was with great pleasure that I recently 

accompanied members of the Stourdene 

church community to the Baptism Confirmation service at All Saints church at Burton Dassett. 

The service on 7th September was led by the new Bishop of Coventry, Bishop Sophie. At the 

service 4 people from our community were confirmed - where a person, teenager or adult, 

publicly affirms their commitment to following Christ. The continuation of a deeper, more 

personal spiritual journey in their faith.  

 

This led me to think about my own journey of faith. I grew up in a Christian family, went to 

Sunday school, attended daily worship assemblies throughout my school years, and festival 

services at church (Christmas, Easter, Harvest), but interestingly refused to be confirmed as a 

teenager. I recognised it was something I had to want to do and mean and it wasn’t until I was 

in my mid-twenties that I chose to be confirmed. However, even then going to church wasn’t 

high on my priority list although I did attend church most weeks with my husband. I then had a 

long period in my life after my mother died when I unconsciously turned away from church. I 

worked shifts in those days whilst working for a degree in my own time, so in retrospect I now 

realise I used that as my excuse for missing church. I hadn’t lost my faith I just had no interest 

in going to church. I can so understand that feeling. 

 

If you ask people where is the place where you feel closest to God, invariably people will say it’s 

on a beach, in the countryside, on a walk, on a mountain, in a forest, in my garden, in nature. 

That’s how I felt, and I still often feel today. Being outside, having time to relax, breathe deeply, 

listen to the birds and marvel at the beauty of nature I discover how wonderful creation is. It 

feels so special and spiritual. I even felt like that last week whist walking 5 miles in the pouring 

rain along the coastal path not far from Fort William in Scotland. It was so beautiful, so calming 

and yes, I was soaked to the skin but the scenery was spectacular and it was oh so spiritual. I 

found myself thinking if only I could kindle that feeling in church, share this with others but then 

I realised, remembered Jesus did this, he met people on mountains, on the beach, by rivers. He 

had no church buildings; he had no set services. I decided we should do that. Meet outdoors, 

get back to nature. So, watch this space. Let’s see what we can do to kindle that spiritual feeling, 

that faith in nature and meeting God in creation. But in the meantime, I urge you to go for a 

walk, sit in your garden, look at the nature around you. You could join in the weekly prayer walk. 

Look on the church notice board to see were we’re meeting. May God bless you as you listen to 

the voice of nature and observe the beauty of creation. 
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ETTINGTON CHURCH, PART OF THE STOURDENE GROUP OF CHURCHES 

Visit the Stourdene website at stourdene.com where 

you will find contact information for all 6 Stourdene 

churches and information relating to life events such as 

baptisms, weddings and funerals.   

Contact Revd Nicki Chatterton, Rector of Stourdene, on email chat2rev.nicki@gmail.com or 

call 07769 871237. 

https://www.stourdene.com/
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The bible book club will be continuing to look at the Gospels in parallel with Revd Nicky for 

another month and will meet in Ettington Church on Tuesday 7th October at 1.30pm.   

The bible study group continues to meet weekly on Wednesdays at 7.30pm in each other’s 

homes and are currently working through a study on the book of Ezekiel from the Old 

Testament.  Newcomers are most welcome to join either or both groups - just call Jane Evans 

on 07802 348309 or email janealisonevans@gmail.com. 
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A Summer of Community Spirit  

As the summer holidays draw to a close, it feels right to pause and reflect on two very special 

community traditions that brought our village together this year - our inaugural Village Summer 

Party and the much-loved Sunday Church Teas. 

The Village Summer Party - Saturday 30th August 

What a day to remember! For the very first time, the church, pre-school, primary school, scouts 

and community centre joined forces to host a wonderful celebration for the whole community. 

Despite the rather wet and miserable weather, spirits remained high, with friends and 

neighbours turning out in great numbers to enjoy the stalls, games, food and laughter. 

The dog show, “Scrufts” (still a working title!) proved to be a runaway success with an amazing 

39 entries. Our very own 

Ettington Champion was 

crowned after excelling in a fun 

set of challenges - darts, 

snooker, coconut shy, axe 

throwing, skittles, hook-a-duck 

and golf! It was a brilliant day 

that showed just what we can 

achieve when we come 

together as one community. 

 

Results of the competition  

 Overall Champion: William Biddle 

 Axe Throwing: Theo Clifford, Clemintine Aggiss, Will Clark 

Skittles: Anna Lea, Theo Clifford 

Coconut Shy: Tom Smith, Henry Rutter, Madison Irwin, Steve  

Darts: Matt Warmington, Tom Smith, Clementine Aggiss 

Snooker: Ella Owrid, Steve Thatcher 

Golf: William Biddle, Emily Crowley, James Trull 

Congratulations to all our winners. If you still haven’t received your prize yet, please contact 

Eva on eva.lowe@ettingtoncommunitycentre.co.uk 
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Sunday Church Teas in July 

A long-standing tradition in Ettington, 

the Sunday afternoon teas once again 

drew crowds throughout July. Blessed 

with lovely weather, visitors were 

treated to a superb and delicious 

spread of cakes, enjoyed in the warm 

company of friends and neighbours. As 

always, the teas created a perfect 

space to relax, catch up and appreciate 

the simple joy of being together. 

Both events were a wonderful reminder of what makes Ettington so special - a village full of 

energy, warmth and community spirit. We are already looking forward to many more gatherings 

to come!  

  

❤️ A SPECIAL INVITATION TO CELEBRATE LOVE ❤️  

On Sunday 16th November at 11.00am the Rev’d David Jessett will be holding a Renewal of 

Vows Service together with a Blessing (followed by a shortened service of Holy Communion) 

in Ettington village church. 

It’s a chance for couples to celebrate their love and commitment to each other and for all to 

share in their promise of love. 

Everyone will be very welcome, whether you’ve been together for one year or sixty. 

Please do join us to celebrate love with family, friends and neighbours. 

The service will be followed by refreshments. 
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ETTINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE  

 
Ettington Community Centre is a perfect venue for 
parties, business meetings, workshops and self-
catering christening/baptism parties, weddings and 
wakes.  With three differently sized rooms available, 
space can be configured flexibly to suit your needs.  The centre is served by superfast 
broadband, which is available throughout the building.  Regular classes include: 
 

*Cheeky Chimps Toddler Group *Keep Fit/Zumba/Pilates classes *Ladies’ badminton *Mosaic 
classes *Tai chi classes *Brownies *Monday Club *Snooker Club *Slimming World 

 

For Ettington Community Centre bookings and enquiries, please contact Eva Lowe on 07975 
682775 or email booking@ettingtoncommunitycentre.co.uk. 
 
The management committee usually meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm in 
the Community Centre Lounge.  The committee are constantly searching for both help and 
people with new, good ideas on how we can organise and promote more events at our 
excellent, but rather under-utilised building - it needs your support. 
We’d love to hear from you, so please do contact us, either on 07975 682775 or email 
secretary@ettingtoncommunitycentre.co.uk. 
 
We also have a separate events committee which is tasked with creating and running various 
fundraising events taking place throughout the year.  For more information, or to get involved, 
please visit our website: www.ettingtoncommunitycentre.co.uk. 

 

Bingo Friday 3rd October from 7.15pm & Breakfast Saturday 

4th October from 8.00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ettington Monday Club 
Our October meeting will be held on Monday 6 October 2 pm in the small hall at the 

Community Centre.  Arthur Ball will be presenting his interesting talk accompanied by slides 

showing the delights of the birds and wildlife of Cleeve Hill Common (the highest point in the 

Cotswold). Visitors are most welcome at a cost of £3 to include refreshments. 

 

mailto:booking@ettingtoncommunitycentre.co.uk
mailto:secretary@ettingtoncommunitycentre.co.uk
http://www.ettingtoncommunitycentre.co.uk/
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PARISH COUNCIL NEWS - Highlights from the September Meeting 

Tackling Speeding in the Village 

Traffic speed remains a major concern. With Warwickshire Highways no longer supporting vehicle-

activated signs, the council is considering alternatives. These may include placing signs on private 

land with the owner’s permission or introducing advisory limits around schools. Councillors agreed 

that reducing speeding will stay high on the agenda until effective solutions are found. 

 
Freedom of the Parish for David Hughes 

In recognition of his long and dedicated service as parish councillor and chairman, David Hughes 

has been awarded the Freedom of the Parish. David accepted the honour with thanks, and a 

formal presentation will take place in due course. 

 
Clearing Footpaths 

Overgrown hedgerows are increasingly blocking village footpaths, making them difficult for 

residents to use. The council will be writing to property owners to remind them of their 

responsibility to keep hedges trimmed. Where this does not happen, Warwickshire County Council 

will be asked to follow up. 

 
Defibrillators in Safe Hands 

To ensure the village defibrillators are always ready for use in an emergency, the council has 

appointed Red Horse Vale First Responders to manage and maintain the defibs at the community 

centre, the Chequers Pub and in Fulready. This will provide peace of mind that regular checks are 

carried out. The possibility of relocating the school defib unit to the village shop is also being 

progressed. 

 
Community Centre Improvements 

The community centre remains well-used, but there is a need for building upgrades. Insulation and 

heating are particular concerns, and a professional audit will be carried out to prioritise 

improvements.  

 
The October meeting will take place on Wednesday October 8th starting at 7.30 p.m. and it is 

hoped a representative from Warwickshire Police will attend to discuss vehicle theft and steps 

residents may take to better protect their properties. 
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Tea Dances with music to dance and sing to for all the different 

charities we support each year take place in the main hall of the 

Community Centre every second Wednesday of the month from 

2.30pm. Next session is on 8th October 2025. There's lovely CD 

music to sing to, listen to or dance to like Waltzes, Quicksteps, Cha 

Cha Cha and Rumba. It costs £5 per person which includes 

tea/coffee and biscuits.  Further details can be obtained from Alan and Vivian on 01789 204989 or 

by email to ilov2getherdancing@hotmail.com.  Everyone Welcome.  

 

Mobile Library in Ettington  

The van will continue to visit on a Wednesday and stops at The 

Chequers at 11:05-11:25. The next date is 15th October. For all enquiries 

or to renew books, telephone 01926 851031 or renew online at 

Warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries.  

 

 

 

Dial a Ride UBUS Service in Ettington 

UBUS dial a ride community transport service operates in Ettington and 

surrounding villages on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays between 

9.30am–2.30pm. Travel locally and into Stratford-upon-Avon to go shopping, 

visit friends or attend social groups.  To register with UBUS or for more 

information please call 01789 264491 between 8.30am-6pm Monday-Friday.  

Return journey fare from £6.00. 

 

 

 

mailto:ilov2getherdancing@hotmail.com
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Ryepiece Concerts at Holy Trinity 

It’s the same recipe - wonderful music, good food and great company - just with new 

surroundings.  

 

In November 14th we welcome back Iona Lane. 

Her poetic songs, with subtle musical touches 

and contemplative melodies link unheard 

stories of the natural world. She tells great 

stories too. Her latest album ‘Swilkie’ has been 

getting plays on Mark Radcliffe’s folk show on 

BBC Radio 2 and on Radio 3. Tickets available 

soon from Ettington Village Store or online now 

here. 

 

On December 5th, the Christmas party will 

come early as the legendary Gerry Colvin and 

his band will have us laughing, singing and 

weeping into our beer. The only folk musician 

with two sheds Gerry will bring some old 

songs, some new songs and lots of old jokes. 

Online tickets are available now here.  

 

Tickets go on sale in the shop as soon as we 

can make them or you can get them online 

now. Be quick - all concerts seem to sell out, 

now. 

You, our wonderful audience, is why so many artists want to come and play in Ettington!  

We look forward to seeing many of you again in the months ahead at our lovely new home. 

 

 
Carers4Carers - your local support group for family carers. We meet on 

the fourth Friday of the month from 10:30 to 12 noon at Kineton Village 

Hall. Enjoy refreshments, friendly chat, and mutual support. Loved ones 

are welcome too - they can join our Companionship Group during the 

meeting.  

Friday 24th October, Therapist Anita returns with her popular hand 

massages, and the Kineton Manor team will lead optional small group 

discussions on advance care planning in a gentle, supportive environment. If you would like to 

take part in a group, it would be helpful to let us know in advance. 

For further details about our group or help with transport arrangements to/from our meetings, 

please contact Gillian on 07947 893504, send an email to kcarers4carers@gmail.com, or explore 

our website www.carers4carersonthefosse.org.uk  

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/stratford-upon-avon/ryepiece-concerts-at-holy-trinity/iona-lane/2025-11-14/19:15/t-yalrqnk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/whats-on/stratford-upon-avon/ryepiece-concerts-at-holy-trinity/gerry-colvin/2025-12-05/19:15/t-avgrqpm
mailto:kcarers4carers@gmail.com
http://www.carers4carersonthefosse.org.uk/
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ALDERMINSTER GARDENING CLUB  

The autumn session of meetings opened in September at 

the Village hall, with an entertaining talk from Duncan 

Coombs, his subject "Autumn colour and interest in the 

Garden". His wide ranging talk to an appreciative audience, 

covered bulbs, shrubs and trees as well as michaelmas 

daisies. This month’s meeting is on Tuesday October 14th, 

7.30 p.m in the Village hall, Michael Jones on "Mistletoe, 

fact and legend", members competition is" home grown 

produce", it covers more things than just fruit which was the 

original choice. Visitors welcome at £3.00p.p, which covers 

refreshments as well. In December we normally go out for 

an evening meal, details will be available so that you can 

sign up in good time at the October/ November meetings. 

We have meetings arranged for 2026, starting with the AGM 

in January with a demo by Mary Smith and speakers for Feb, 

March and April, so the Club will be continuing for 2026, 

taking subs at the AGM. For more information, ring Gill on 

01789 621053. 
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Astronomical Society News  by Adrian Wakeham and Dave Benton 

 

The Stratford-upon-Avon Astronomical Society meets every first and third 

Tuesday at 8pm (doors open at 7.30pm) at Alderminster Village 

Hall.  Everyone is welcome, especially beginners and those wanting to learn 

more.  The first Tuesday is a club night, in October that will be on 7th October 

and the speaker on the third Tuesday 21st October 2025 will be Steve Warbis, from the 

Macclesfield Astronomical Society, with a talk called “Messier objects and how they map the 

Milky Way”. Please note that the speakers usually start quite promptly at 8pm.  

Each month one of our members, Adrian Wakeham, writes an article on aspects of astronomical 

observation.   

 

The skytrain, credited to Vito Technology Inc. 

 
 

Satellites and other things that move in the night sky.   

On a clear night, stars, planets and the moon are visible to the naked eye. What you may not 

know is that the International Space Station (ISS) and smaller satellites are also visible. The easy 

distinguishing factor for these is that they visibly move across the sky, generally in a west to 

east(ish) direction. Unlike aeroplanes, which are usually identifiable because of their flashing 

navigation lights, satellites appear as a steady light of varying brightness, the ISS, for example, 

is highly visible. The satellites themselves are not lit but are usually reflecting the light from the 

sun.  The schedule for numerous satellites passing overhead can be found in various apps such 

as Heavens-Above.   

Normal satellites are constantly seen, if you keep an eye to the skies. They are becoming a more 

regular sight, as Elon Musk's Space X (amongst others) launch more and more small 

communication satellites to make the Skynet coverage of the globe fuller. One problem is that 
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they are cluttering up skies. Astrophotography and very large telescopes are finding them 

trailing across their pictures.   

Sometimes as Space X’s Starlink satellites are being deployed, you can see a line of them, (I’ve 

seen 30 in a row) trailing across the sky. These are known as sky trains.  If you see a satellite 

going from east to west, the chances are that it’s a Chinese satellite.   

Best time to see satellites is just after sunset or before dawn, for an hour or so, as they get the 

last of the sun’s rays, before going into the earth’s shadow.   

 

Satellite trails in the milky way, credited to Richard Chubb 

 
   

Club nights offer more information on what to look out for each month. If it is clear we do some 

observing just outside the Village Hall, so please join us.  There is no charge initially to come 

along and find out more, but if you do want to become a member then the fee is just £15 a year 

and it’s free if you are in full time education. For more details go to the 

website  http://www.astro.org.uk  or contact the Chair, John Waller 

john.waller@astro.org.uk  or on 07703 192188. Happy Observing! 

 

 

 

 

\No responsibility can be taken by the editor or Ettington Parochial 

Church Council, or any individual connected to it, if the advertisers in 

this newsletter do not meet customer expectations. 

 

  

http://www.astro.org.uk/
mailto:john.waller@astro.org.uk
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Calling all men 40 and over! 
 
Wellesbourne & District Lions are again sponsoring a PSA Prostate Cancer Screening Event 
It’s just a simple 10-minute PSA blood test.  
Prostate cancer generally produces no symptoms in its early stages, so it is important to 
diagnose the disease early while it is still potentially curable.  
 
At last year’s event 100 men were tested, of those 95 received a “green” test result, requiring 
no immediate further action with re-test recommendations of between 1 and 3 years 
depending on their result. 5 men had “red or amber” results recommended follow up action 
with their GP for further investigation. 

 
The event is at Wellesbourne 
Sports & Community Centre on 
Saturday 18th October from 
10am to 2pm. All men over 40 
are invited to be screened.  
The Lions are organising the 
event together with a Warwick-
based charity, the Graham 
Fulford Charitable Trust. 
The test costs £15 for the first 90 
men to book, and £25 for later 
bookings.  
 
To book your test and find more 
information about prostate 
cancer and the Graham Fulford 
Charitable Trust, visit the 

website: 
https://gfct.www.psatests.org.uk 
or Book your test now using the 
QR code on the poster. 
     
You can find out more about the 

Lions charity on facebook.com 

and their website  

Or email us at 

info@wellesbourne-lions.org.uk 

https://gfct.www.psatests.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61575293296085
http://www.wellesbourne-lions.org.uk/?fbclid=IwY2xjawKhy01leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFDcnAyNDdpTGZYTHVNdDFCAR7th1A-Dw4Lu8MpJYiKBCLs2mF9FiHCSo-iV2h1Gm40Zy7IMlk2cwJFDgXpsg_aem_ccXBoh4aeuH_0NIt2cjtAg
mailto:info@wellesbourne-lions.org.uk
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All aspects of plastering. 

Full renovations and refurbishments. 
Clean, reliable and local service 

based in Ettington. 
 

Tel: 01789 748188 or7957 645911 
enquiries@acornplasteringservices.co.uk 

 

Plastering ● Skimming ● Coving ● Tiling 
Painting ● Renovation ● Refurbishment 
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