All Saints Church, Renhold

      Act of Worship for Red Ensign Day
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Sunday 7th September 2025
                         Service led by Bishop of Bedford
We meet by the flagpole where the “Red Ensign” has been raised

Act of Remembrance & Thanksgiving

Today we mark Red Ensign Day, when we remember and give thanks for all who work on the seas, their families, their loved ones and all who support them in carrying out their vital work. We remember those who have lost their lives working on the Seas both through the Wars and in peace time, we pray for the Merchant Navy of today and tomorrow

Message from The Seafarers Charity – 

Merchant Navy Day is the one moment we can acknowledge the invisible service. 
By flying the Red Ensign on this day, you will be recognising the approximately 25,000 men and women working at sea carrying around 95% of our island nation’s trade. Regrettably, it is only during times of war that their service enters our consciousness, as is sadly the case today with seafarers running the gauntlet in the Red Sea. This is our one opportunity to show our seafarers how much we value them, past and present, as well as their families.
﻿The President of The Seafarers’ Charity, 
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh KG KT GCVO

Last Post – To be confirmed
A period of Silence

Let us pray…      
A Prayer for Seafarers – 

Heavenly Father, we pray for all who sacrifice their home and their family life, to work as seafarers. We think of the many months at sea, enduring the hardships and dangers of the heavy seas, storms and strong winds far from home. Look with favour on all seafarers who miss their families and loved ones, comfort those who feel isolated or lonely, scared or insecure. Bring them home safely to shore at the end of their contracts, returning them safely into the loving arms of their families and friends. We ask this in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ – Amen

A Prayer for the mission to Seafarers – 
Loving God, we sincerely pray for your blessing on The Mission to Seafarers in their service to our seafarers and their families. Give them a clear vision to enable them to act wisely and compassionately. Bless their chaplains, managers, their staff and their volunteers, give them energy and commitment in fulfilling their duties and responsibilities, guiding them as they move forward to complete the tasks assigned to them as they seek to build your kingdom and share your love.

A prayer for the families of Seafarers – 

God of all goodness, look with kindness and compassion on all those who wait for the safe return of their loved ones who work upon the seas. Draw them near in their times of worry, restore them in times of sickness and strengthen them when they are weary. Help them to trust in your unfailing mercy and to know at all times of your sustaining Love – we ask this through Christ our Lord - Amen

Heavenly Father: we pray to You for those on the perilous ocean that You will embrace them with your mighty protection and grant them success in all their rightful undertakings. Grant them in all hours of need to see that they have a God who remembers them and grant them grace in the hour of danger to commit their souls into Your hands. 0 Lord Jesus Christ, who can rebuke the storm and bring it to silence, and lay the roaring waves to rest, show them who call to You out of the deep that You hear their prayer and will save them. And finally bring us all to the only safe port. Amen.
A collection will be taken for the charity Seafarers UK, in recognition of the very important work it does for those connected with the Merchant Navy and their families. 
Those worshipping on livestream can donate at theseafarerscharity.org. Thank you

Our service continues in church 
Notices

Hymn - 180
Thou whose almighty word

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you  
and also with you.

Prayer of Preparation
Sit or Kneel 
      Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Prayers of Penitence
Our Lord Jesus Christ said:

The first commandment is this: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord.

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
mind, and with all your strength.’

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

All   Amen. Lord, have mercy.

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ to save us from our
sins, to be our advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.
Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s
Commandments and to live in love and peace with all.

Most merciful God,
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
we confess that we have sinned
in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy
forgive what we have been,
help us to amend what we are,
and direct what we shall be;
that we may do justly,
love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All   Amen.
Gloria in Excelsis

(Appleford setting)
     Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect for the Twelfth Sunday After Trinity     Let us pray

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray
and to give more than either we desire or deserve: pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid
and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.. Amen 
The Liturgy of the Word 
Old Testament reading



Exodus 14: 21-25 
NRSV

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided.  The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left.  The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers.  At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army and threw the Egyptian army into panic.  He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’
This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.
New Testament reading



James 1: 2-8
 NRSV
My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance; and let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.  If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will be given you.  But ask in faith, never doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind; for the doubter, being double-minded and unstable in every way, must not expect to receive anything from the Lord.

This is the word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God.
Hymn – 251 – There’s a wideness in God’s mercy (Omit v 1&2)
Gospel Reading




Matthew 8: 23-27
NRSV
Alleluia, alleluia.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, who was, and who is, and who is to come, the Almighty.  cf Revelation 1.8
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

And when he got into the boat, his disciples followed him.  A gale arose on the lake, so great that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep.   And they went and woke him up, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are perishing!’   And he said to them, ‘Why are you afraid, you of little faith?’ Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a dead calm.  They were amazed, saying, ‘What sort of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey him?’
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon given by Bishop Richard
The Creed 

Let us affirm our faith in the words of the Creed

       We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
Our intercessions are led by Caroline Coster
Lord, in your mercy

All   hear our prayer.
And at the end
Merciful Father,

accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.
The Peace – 

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.

Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace.

Peace from the Holy Spirit, the life-giver.
The peace of the triune God be always with you        
and also with you.

Hymn - 224   Lead us heavenly Father lead us       

Prayer at the preparation of the Table 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this bread to set before you,

which earth has given and human hands have made.

It will become for us the bread of life.
Blessed be God for ever.
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation:

through your goodness we have this wine to set before you,

fruit of the vine and work of human hands.

It will become for us the cup of salvation.

Blessed be God for ever.

Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here.

His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy,

at all times and in all places

to give you thanks and praise,

holy Father, heavenly King,

almighty and eternal God,

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

For he is your living Word;

through him you have created all things from the beginning,

and formed us in your own image.

Through him you have freed us from the slavery of sin,

giving him to be born of a woman and to die upon the cross;

you raised him from the dead

and exalted him to your right hand on high.
Through him you have sent upon us

your holy and life-giving Spirit,

and made us a people for your own possession.

Therefore with angels and archangels,

and with all the company of heaven,

we proclaim your great and glorious name,

for ever praising you and saying:
       Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.]
Accept our praises, heavenly Father,

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,

and as we follow his example and obey his command,

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit

these gifts of bread and wine

may be to us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,

took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;

do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.
Therefore, heavenly Father,

we remember his offering of himself

made once for all upon the cross;

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;

we look for the coming of your kingdom,

and with this bread and this cup

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died,

Christ is risen;

Christ will come again.
Accept through him, our great high priest,

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts

in the presence of your divine majesty,

renew us by your Spirit,

inspire us with your love

and unite us in the body of your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord.
Through him, and with him, and in him,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,

we worship you, Father almighty,

in songs of everlasting praise:
All   Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever. Amen.
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

     
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever.   Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

       Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.
      
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace. 
Giving of Communion
God’s holy gifts, for God’s holy people
Jesus Christ is holy, 
Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father
      

We do not presume to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord, whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
The congregation receive communion.
Prayer after Communion
God of all mercy, in this eucharist you have set aside our sins and given us your healing: grant that we who are made whole in Christ may bring that healing to this broken world, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
       Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home.
Dying and living, he declared your love,
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Hymn – 292   Eternal Father, strong to save       
Blessing

The peace of God,

which passes all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,

and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;
and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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