
Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community 
Scattered Church: Worship at home on 05/10/25 Harvest Thanksgiving/St Francis of Assisi 

 
Hymn 
All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voice and with us sing 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou burning sun with golden beam, 
thou silver moon with softer gleam, 
O praise him, O praise him 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, 
ye clouds that sail in heav’n along 
O praise him, alleluia! 
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice, 
ye lights of evening find a voice: 
O praise him, O praise him 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Thou flowing water, pure and clear, 
make music for thy Lord to hear, 
alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou fire so masterful and bright, 
that givest us both warmth and light: 
O praise him, O praise him 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Let all things their Creator bless 
and worship Him in humbleness 
O praise him, alleluia! 
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son 
and praise the Spirit, three in one 
O praise him, O praise him 
alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!      William Henry Draper 1855-1933 
       based on Francis of Assisi: Canticle of the Sun 
 

Praise God! For the Lord our God the almighty reigns! 
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him the glory. 
Happy are those who have been invited 
to the wedding-feast of the Lamb.       cf Revelation 19.6,9 
Amen. Praise the Lord!        
 

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor, 
and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world. 
We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, 
in the misuse of God’s creation. 
 

God our Father, we are sorry 
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 
and acted ungratefully. 
Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 



forgive us and help us. 
 

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 
but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 
but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 

We are thoughtless, 
and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 

We store up goods for ourselves alone, 
as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Father, in your mercy: 
forgive us and help us. 
 

The Lord enrich us with his grace, and nourish us with his blessing; 
the Lord defend us in trouble and keep us from all evil; 
the Lord accept our prayers, and absolve us from our offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen. 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

The Collect 
Creator God, 
you made the goodness of the land, 
the riches of the sea, and the rhythm of the seasons; 
as we thank you for the harvest, 
may we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples, 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



Readings 

Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
When you have come into the land that the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance to 
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the 
ground, which you harvest from the land that the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall put it 
in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. You 
shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, ‘Today I declare to the Lord your 
God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.’ When the 
priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar of the Lord your God, you 
shall make this response before the Lord your God: ‘A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he 
went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became a great 
nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing 
hard labour on us, we cried to the Lord, the God of our ancestors; the Lord heard our voice and 
saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppression. The Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and 
he brought us into this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I 
bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me.’ You shall set it down 
before the Lord your God and bow down before the Lord your God. Then you, together with the 
Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the Lord your 
God has given to you and to your house. 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Philippians 4:4-9 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

John 6:25-35 
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi, when did you come 
here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the 
food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the 
Father has set his seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works of 
God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 
sent.’ So they said to him, ‘What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and 
believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it 
is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell 
you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the 
true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives 
life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ 
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and 



whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Reflection  

Affirmation of faith 
Let us declare our faith in God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Intercessions  

Let us pray to God, the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will bring to fruition all that he desires for his creation. 

 

Lord of creation, 
we see that the fields are ripe for harvesting: 
we pray for your Church, that it may be ready to gather fruit for eternal life … 
Lord of the harvest, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 

You have created the universe by your eternal Word, 
and have blessed humankind in giving us dominion over the earth: 
we pray for the world, that we may honour and share its resources, 
and live in reverence for the creation and in harmony with one another … 
Lord of the harvest, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 

Your Son has promised that the Spirit will lead us into all truth: 
we pray for the community in which you have set us, 
for one another and for ourselves, 
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace … 
Lord of the harvest, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 



You have given your people a rich land, 
yet by sin we have made a world of suffering and sorrow: 
we pray for those who bear the weight of affliction, 
that they may come to share the life of wholeness and plenty … 
Lord of the harvest, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 

Your Son Jesus Christ is the first-fruits of the resurrection 
and will reap the harvest of the dead at the end of time: 
we pray that he will gather us all together with those who have gone before 
in the banquet of the age to come … 
Lord of the harvest, 
in your mercy hear us. 
 

Source of all life 
and giver of all that is good, 
hear our prayers and grant us all that is in accordance with your will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
The Peace 
The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. 
If we live in the Spirit, let us walk in the Spirit.     cf Galatians 5.22,23 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 

Notices  
 

The earth has yielded its harvest; 
God, our God, has blessed us. 
You visit the earth and water it; 
you make it very plenteous. 
You soften the ground with showers; 
and bless the increase of it. 
You crown the year with your goodness; 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 



The meadows are clothed with sheep; 
the valleys stand so thick with corn, 
they shout for joy and sing. 
The earth has yielded its harvest; 
God, our God, has blessed us.      cf Psalm 65.8,10,11,13; 67.7 
 

Blessing 
May God our creator, 
who clothes the lilies and feeds the birds of the air, 
bestow on you his care and increase the harvest of your righteousness; 
and the blessing of Almighty God,  
Father, Son and Holy Spirit  
be among you and  
remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Hymn 

We plough the fields, and scatter  
the good seed on the land; 
but it is fed and watered  
by God's almighty hand: 
he sends the snow in winter,  
the warmth to swell the grain, 
the breezes and the sunshine,  
and soft refreshing rain. 

All good gifts around us 
are sent from heaven above; 
then thank the Lord,  
O thank the Lord 
for all his love. 

He only is the maker  
of all things near and far; 
he paints the wayside flower,  
he lights the evening star; 
he fills the earth with beauty,  
by him the birds are fed; 
much more to us, his children,  
he gives our daily bread. 
 

We thank thee, then, O Father,  
for all things bright and good: 
the seed time and the harvest,  
our life, our health, and food. 
Accept the gifts we offer  
for all thy love imparts, 
and what thou most desirest,  
our humble, thankful hearts.      Matthias Claudius 1740-1815 
             trans. Jane Montgomery Campbell 1817-1878 
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Teign Valley & Haldon Hill Mission Community Services  
 

Telephone Services  
(Call 0333 0110 616; code 334 7721) 

 

Sundays at 9am: Sunday Worship – a half hour Service of the Word: hymns, readings and 
prayers 

Church Services 
 

Oct 5 Trinity 16  10.30am HC St James Christow 
    10.30am HC St Michael Doddiscombsleigh 
Oct 12 Trinity 17  10.30am Harvest Family Service St Mary Dunsford 

11.00am Harvest Thanksgiving w/HC St Thomas Becket Bridford 
  11.00am Harvest Thanksgiving St Michael & All Angels 

 Dunchideock 
Oct 19 Trinity 18  10.30am HC St John the Baptist Ashton 
    10.30am HC St Mary Dunsford 
Oct 26 Bible Sunday 10.30am MC HC St Michael Doddiscombsleigh 
    10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
    4.00pm Forest Church Ashton 
Nov 2 All Saints/  10.30am HC St John the Baptist Ashton 
    10.30am HC St James Christow 
    10.30am Service of the Word St Mary Dunsford 
  All Souls 6.00pm All Souls Service of Remembering St Thomas Becket 

       Bridford    
Nov 9 Remembrance 10.50 St John the Baptist Ashton 
  Sunday 10.50 St Thomas Becket Bridford 
    10.50 with HC St James Christow 
    10.45 St Michael Doddiscombsleigh 
    10.45 St Michael & All Angels Dunchideock 
    10.50 St Mary Dunsford 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 


